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A A Gnayiee?y upon Chavcer! Q 
' Prologue to bis Millers Tak. 


> Hen that the Knight, &. ..— 


2 Our Famous and ever-livin 
DARCY: Charcer; having inhis Knight's 
Tale exprelſed the ſweet Comical pars, we 
of conſtant Love, covertly ſhadowed un 
the. perſons. of Palamon and Arcite Corti- 
yals in their Love to Fmely: Our merry | 
Hoſt, -infinitely delighted with the Pleaſure + 
of that Story, deſires to have theſe Tales 
continued, /as the Task was at firſt by him 
1 contrived. 


Unbokled is the male, &-c. 


$ A familiar and properkind of Speech jrtt- 
plying bow:their Wits being now {ct awork, 
and the Male. of their Conceits u:bokjed. 5 
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none ſhould beſo unſociably retired, as to 
ingroſs  his-Conceits to himſelf, and not 
have them diſcovered. 


Now telleth Sir Monke, &. 


He gives the Monk pre-eminence;z but 
the drunken Millex admits af no ſuch pre- 
cedence : his Drink frees him from all Mo- 
naſtick reverence, 


But in Pilates voice he began to crie, 
Ind ſwoze, 6c. 


Here he deſcribes to life the humor of a 
Drunkard ; Fearful Oaths are ever the 
overflows of full Pots. 


- Out holt ſaw that-he was dzonkenof 
And ſaid, abide Robin leve bother, (ale 
A pleaſant conteſt betwixt our Hoſt and 
the Miller 3 whom he firſt mildly labours to 
perſwade, but when no reaſon will prevail, 
he concludes, | 


Tell ona devil way WS 

Thou azt a fool, thy wit iS overcome. 

- 'Wherein the Hoſt diſcovers his anger: 

and n a paſſionate manner gives way to his 
humor. | _ Now 


0 WW wa TTY Th 


Prove 


Fale, i in theſe words 


"7" 


Not herketh all aud. 
oft paw. hy a 
That J am dzonke, &c. 

The Miller makes ſtrong Liquor his Aper 


logy, purpoſely to procure more attention 
and incur leſs offence : For true was his ob» 


ſeryation in Afſayes of this nature 2 


In telling tales, unleſs the truth we ſmother, 
Tn pleaſing one, we may diſpleaſs another. 


Right cautious are we thentobe of the 
nature and humor of the hearer, and to PEF= 
uſe him, before we diſcloſe our {clyes unto 
him. 


—Jf J miſpeake 02 ſay (p2ay + 
Wits it the Ale of Douthwarke, J you 


- Like a true Alc-ſtake, he tels you where 
the beſt Ale 153 and this was made good 


long "ns as may appear by that overworg 


Bt nappy ſtrong Ale 0 Southwirke _ | 
Keeps many a Goſſip 6 the Kirke, 


He proceeds 3 the AXBPens of big 
'B7 Fox 


14J- 


Foz J wolt tella Legeudeands Life: : 
Both of a Carpetiter and his wife &c, '> 4 
This is the Subje& which muſt gIVE life 
to his Tale : But" ——__ into'rmore free dil- | 
courſe of the'Lightnels of the Carpenter” s| 
Wite, and the* Carpentet's diſgrace, he'ls 
| 


interrupted bythe Reve” in theſe words, 


The clo anſwered and ſatd ſtint thy 
clap. &c 


This Reve being of the-ſame Profeſſion, | | 
caniiot endure to hear a Carpenter defam'd * 
upon any condition. He taxeth him for lay-) 
ing ſuch infamy on mens Wives. : 


Whoſe ſpotleſs Honour is _—_ higheſt treaſure, - 


. And whoſe ie name once Is oft, is loſt for ever, 


This dionken Miller ſpake ful ſone agen! 
Ind ſaid, leve bzother Pſwold, 
Who hath no wife is no Cockold, 


He proves that the Husband's Creſt is in 
his Wites Curtfie ; and to allay his fury, 
he confeſſeth freely that there are many 
good Wives, amongſtwhich ,” the Ro $ 
Wite 
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- | Codeinengt nyielt that J am ons, 

q -- | 'J,woll beleve.cyat J amnone. 

( cy 1 | This agrets well-with that Tenet, which 

z x applied caſonably.; may afford a foverat 
Kos eceiptto Jealoalte': -Ttis! {better tobeone, 

| abd think 'hini26he/ than ito H&-none, and 

! think” himoe5 The old Bard oy: ſing 


4 ; as much 5 90 eldl 151 
| More blith that Eochold belita hs tinkebis 


1, ; none, 
d | | Than he who. oom_ one, yellthinks him one, 
- "In bugband Gould not be inquiſi tife 
| ©f Ooddes pavetre, ne of his wike. 


An excellent Rule of direQion,including 
-, | a twofold Precept. Firſt, Nat to-pryt68 
curiouſly into the ſecret Cabinet of God's 
nj Divine Will. Secondly, Not to be too jea- 
| loully inquiſitive after the Actions of his 
; Wife. *Fot. the former, as it is-an Argu- 
| ment of too daring preſumption ; 1o the la- 
1} ter, of weakneſs and indiſcretien. 


That Gould Jmoze ſay,butthis Miller 
| Þe nolde his wozd fo2 no man _ \Ke. 
B 3 ere 
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Here our ious Chancer diſplays the | 
Frontleſ ors rt of a Ruſtick, _ he © 
will go with his Tale in { -opibm - poſi | : 
tion. In the-end, our Ana- | 
tive and free-bred Modefty, Ss Gente. ; 
ful , leſt ſome paſſages might: offend the 
chaſt ear of a modeſt heater, he direds | 
him to other hiſtorical Tales, plenteoufly 
ſtored with ſingular Precepts of Morality 3 | 
which ,. together with his own Apology , 
he expreſleth in theſe Lines, and ſo weaves : 
up his Prologue. 


—— UUhololilt it not toheke : 
Tourne _ the lefe, and Chole another : 
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x Dilom there Wis divellifg-in 
| "Drenfordd | 


| . Tt giveth no leſs life than probable light 
] to anyStory,to,make mentiojt of the Place, 
7 Perfon, Profeſfion, with. other Circurt- 
ſtances concurring. This' induced our Po- 
; et here, as ef{ewhere' throughout all - his 
] Tales, to- expreſs fiich a'place where his 
Scene is formed, fiich perſons to whoſe 
condition: his Diſcourſe 1s fitted, with all 
ſuch paſſages; by which the conceipt of 
the Reader might become artfully cntange 
| Sed, hisexpedanice pleafatitfy deceived.ar 
Khe Plot at which he aimed, and by m_ 
| he 
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p % was dinatiad, ir cloſed. You 
are to. obſerve then, that the Scene here. js 
laid in Oxford; in which Shire, our Poet | 
was born and educated,and by Kich.2. with 
the Mannor of Newholme, in the fame Coun- | 
ty endowed. 


Irich gnofe. | 


A rich grub, or miſerable Ciitiff, as 
render it ; which interpretation, to be pro- | 
per and ſignificant, I ure v7.4 the ſence of " 
that antient Metre, | : 


The Catiff Gnof 'ſed to his Crue, f 
My Meney is nany, my incomes. but few.” 


. This, as I conceive, explains the Au- 
thor's meaning 3 which ſcems no lefs ſecond- 
ed by that antient Er7gliſh Bard. 

That Gnof, that Grub, of Peſants blude, 

Had ſtore of Goud, get did 720 gude. ' 

Howſoever, we are to ſuppoſe him to be 
a Lodger or 'Tabler of Scholars and other 
Artiſts, for- their Chamber. and weekly 
Commons ; as he ſheweth after. 


With him there was dwelling a pw2 
«+ Dcholer, | } 
This Pw, hath been an Symbots & 


ſeems) 
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EEL.O(]: 92: ST 
ſeems) for Scholars-in all Ages 5'but eſpetis 
ally for Aſtrologers, of which'profeſſjon 
thisScholarwas,who ſpendiſp:much-tme up 
on Experiments and Conclnſjons, and has. 
ſuch a pudder about Jacobs Dtaff.as they 
never leave, till they get a Scrip'to't, and 
ſomake up a beggarly concluſion. | 
Ifchat menasken him in certain houres * 
hen the men (hould have dzonght 02 
thouers, | 
He profeſſed” certain" (but moſt uncer- 
tain)conjefnralFnotions of Weather; and fo 
probably he miglity having.( as: may be ſup- 
poſed) an Almanack in his. bones, by the 
long familiarity he had, with. his Hoſteſs 
Alzjor, the Carpenter's Wite:| Howloever, 
it may well appear, that albeit. he could jus 
dicipully pragnoſticate of-.ſealons, and:by 
turning of the:Weather-cock, gather where 


for it blew him-nogood.. . ;.,./; +; 2 


A:chamber ye had in that yolfelrie, 
Alone, within any companie; 

tz Sec. Tre . ; .;—_ 

Here he deſcribes his Chamber and Furs 


niture 3 


the wind was:: Tt was butillwind to him; 
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niture 3 with the privacy he enjoyed; to 

make his Studies more Tocebfully forti- 
nate, according'to that of the Poet, 

T* improve. their knowledge, thoſe who have | 

defire, 9 P | ; 

Muſt learn to leave themſelves, and to retire, 

Whence we may ground, that retirement | 

Þo he beſt ttiedhs for itnproyerhent of know- | 

Je. 


Ind he hemlelf as ſwete as is the rote | 
Df Licozes, oz of any Cete wall. - 
Here he glariceth wirtily at the delicacy | 
or effeminateprivacy of this Scholar : From 
whence he deſcendeth-to the too accurate 
difpoſing or ſhelving of his Books, his Augur 
ftones, with' other myſterious Appendices 
of his feldom praQtis'd Art. i Likewile, | to 
his Preſs or Wardrobe, where his Cloaths 
were curiouſly ' folded,” his Table with 
Stammel, or ſome other Carpet, neatly co+ 
vered, with his Pfaltery, or Inſtrument of 
Muſick hangin. at his 'Bed-head, to give 
himſelfand the Family delightful Melody. 
This he fits with a Song, t6 make his Mu- 
ſick more compleat, himfelf more admir'd, 


and 


"T1 + 
_ Ihis Suit by his Hoſteſs better accepted, 
Thus ſpun\our young Aſtrologet- our his 


time 3 thus ſpent he his coin,” the yearly 


| Penfionwhichkis Friends Mow'd him. 


| This Carpenter had wedded new a wife. 


An unequal Marriage ; fro e and 
; Youth —_ ſuit t roger, fy.Ag diſpa- 
rity in years, begets ifttraQion In their af af- 
IONS : SuDicbons he is of her youth, and. 
no lefs conſcious of his on debility 3 both 
| which ( like ſpeedy harbingers) makereas 
; dy way for Jealouſ! 10. 


eknevo not Cato: f 
monroe hen wr gh = 
This was not. only the advice of Cato, bar 


both of Pittacus, and that Eynick Diogdmes, 
who on a time, being follicited by a 

man, for his: beſt counſel on advice tonch- 
ing his Martiage, wiſhed: has to goiforth 
into the ſtreets, where the very Children 
woule dire@ him. in his choice ; "HOWOeY 
tO UKE, Ih 
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Faire was. this. yong wife, and there-._ 
Is ny No her bodie.:gentle aud 
ſma 


Here he deſcants on ihe beauty of this ' 
young Bride.” * = 


So ſmall her weſt, as Nature: made foal waft. 


So fung our m&tern Poet, which: agrees well 
with his Deſcription: | He compares her 
body to a Weelle; of all other creatures, | 
ſealleſt , fleakeſt, and ſtraighteſt. - After | 
this, he goes: to defcriberher Apparel 3 | 
which ſuits {o well with the- artleſs curioſi- - 8 
ty of that time, 'as every Line finds out ane 
native Ornamentto grace and'beautifie her j 
Attire. Her ſtudded, or Girdle, | 
barred with: Silk ;: her Barm- joath, or | | 
Partlet, as white is morrow milK; her em- | 
broidered Dmdckher Colert'of cole black *' 
Silk; the Tapets or Taſlels of her white 
Uolupere, Gorget cr Stomacher, ſited ts 


the fame colour ; her fillet of Silk, and ſec 
full high. 


"Ind ikerly, (he had a likerous ee. 
| The 
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| [13] 

The eye is called Love's Dart. ' A wans 
dring Eye: diſcovers the affe&tion' of the 
heart. Itſeldom'roams abroad, but it either 
takes, or is taken. What an JnDef is to a 
Book; is theEye'to the mind. e291 


Full ſmall ipuled were her bzows two, 
And they were bent, andblack as any flo. 


The Brow is the Beacon of Fancy. A bent 
Brow imphes a+ ſoveraignty or com- 
mand cf Aﬀection. A black brow. conſtanc 
of reſolution. . | 


She was moch moze bliſful fox to ſee, 
Thents the new Perigenet tree, &c. - 


Here he ſets forth the Amiableneſs of her 
perſon in ſundry proper and familiar. reſem- 
blances 3 wherein firſt , he Metonemically 
compares the cheerfulneſs of her counte- 
nance tothe Peregenet-tree , for the fruit 
of that Tree. ' Secondly, The ſoftneſs of 
her Skin, and tenderneſs of fleſh, being that 
Euryale praifed in her Viyſes, to UWeather- 
wwl ; the Luſtre of her complexion to 
Danaes Tower ; the clearneſs of her 
voice to a Dwallow ; her nimbleneſs to'a 
Kid; the ſweetneſs of her breath to = 


04] | 
het or Methe, or Apples laid in hay; * 
her wantonneſs toa Colt 5 her goodly pro- 
portion and preſence , to a Malte ; her 
ſtraightnels, toa Bolt. From thele, he de- 
ſcends to ſuch Ornaments. as ſhe uſually | 
wore 3. which (no doubt ) received more Þ 
grace fron/her, than ſhe from them. With . 
a Broch as bread as the Boſs of a Buckler, ' 
was ſhe adorned ; with ſhoes: or Sandals la- * 
ced: In a word, ſhe was aPyiimroſe, a * 
peerleſs Paragon.a Plgges nye.a Bedfellow : 
for any Lord, a Spouſe for a good Yeoman. - ! 
All this is ſo fully, freely, and familiarly ex- ? 
preſt by hjm, as it ſhall need no farther il- } 


luſtratien, 


Now ſir, and eft ſir, ſo bifel the caas 
That one day this hend Nicholas ; 
Fell with this young wike to xage &pley ? 
While that her huſband was act Oſeney. ! 
Opportunity is the Bay or Port of Fancy 5 | 
many {toxms and billows did this amorous © 
Scholar inceſlantly ſuffer 5 fundry rubs and * 
oppolitions did he encounter ; before Qp- 
portunity wafted him to this long-expeted 
harbour. Jt Dleney; an ancient Abbey, 
diſtant ſcarce halfa mile weſt from Oxford ; 
ſcated 


i 
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| Our youthful Boorder boopds his amoroys 


7 hisProteſts; intimate his Love; deſperate 


9 his Life ; if he may not enjoy what he 
* ſeemsonly to love, and without which, he 
2 deſires not any longer to live. But relent- L 
7 lefs ſhe ſeems, howloever ſhe means. 3 


| She ſaid; J woll not kiſs thee by ty fate, 
] Wihy let be, quod the, let be Nicholas, 
/ Oz Jwoll cryout, harrow andalaagzc. 
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C15] 
ſeated in a Vale nolef fruitfyh thande- 
lightfl, whoſe yery Bels were formerly fa- | 
mous , ingur old Engliſh Catches, To thig 
Dleney was qyr Carpenter gone, leaving 
his Inmate Aſtronomer at home, to twra 
over his Books, and try whether the Sen 
were in FrieSor no. Much water goes by 
the Mill, which the Miller little knows on 3 
and ſome Chips muſt be cut by the Scholar, 
which our Carpenter little wots on. To be 
ſhort, as Fancy cannot endure to be long 3 


Hoſteſs, and that ſo familiarly, as it requires - 
a Curtain, for the love of Modeſty. Paſlio+ 
nate are his Enter-breaths; affeCtionate 


True is that Maxim 3 .. © 
Fly your Love, and ſhe Fcoms wigh 0n. 


Wo How 


TINS £4. | 
" How far will ſome young Wenches ſeem} 
fromtaking, when they ate moſt taken? * 
What a weak kind of wreſtling they will 
uſe? What an eafje refiſtance they wilt 
make? What a pattering with their Lips;*# 
as if they would cry out ? | 


But our experieuc'd youths do little fear them, 
For if they cry, they'l cry that none may hear | 


them: 4 


But quite another courſe takes this our | 
Nicholas ; what he cannot win by a vio- F 
lent Affault, he hopes to obtain by an eaſie # 
Parley : ' Nor is he fruſtrate of his hopes, | 


having prevail'd as he expected. 


This Nicholas gan mercy fo2 to crie, | # 
Ind ſpake ſo fair,and pzofered her lo faft ! 
That he yer love granted him at lalt, - | 
This argued our Hoſtels Flyſons good * 
Nature,who would not be won by violence, ! 
but by a more, eafie and affeftionate tem- | 
r. - She confirms. her ſelf his,. and ſwears | 
y D., Thom. of Kent ( an uſual Cath in | 
thoſe daies)that ſhe will beat his command: | 
Provided, that Opportunity prevent all 9c ' 
 caſton 'of -Jealoutie,” to which ' infetious | 
Jaundile, ? 


i; *j 
| Prnndiſe her Tiiband was, infinitely fib- | 
| Los —_ wh 


; Nay thereof care ye nat, quod Aicholas, 
"Alyſon' S conſent quickehs Nicholas con- 
I ceit : it reſts now, that he” contrive ſome 
[pt that he may with more conyenieticy 
ranch the Carpenter's Pate. "Sheaccotds 
;to hisdevice, and gives way to whatloever 
{he ſhall work. us, - as 1t was their tir{t 
2A us encounter. , they.cx gels their m 
7 ial love in Tip-labour, hopeful.” rot Ter 
zof a ſucceeding favour ; * OP foe 'T 6b; 
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7 ho knows not, Lips are gates Cl ths ſes 
Grinch freely ope;gravt Jarther,eatrance too; 


This' Curtlie' he'requites with a pleaſant 

mew Tune othis Pſaltery. Thuscheers ſhe 

c | is Lip with her _— he, het Ea with ws 
net St% D '71cfuaut 


Than fell it chus: Þ that, ta the + part 
| A chntroun works foztowerch), _"; 
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Here he turns alide from the former fub- 
je&t he had in hand, and enters into ano-. - 
ther diſcourſe ; wherein, he firſt tels you | 
of 6ur Hoſteſerepair to the Church z burire | 
ſotrim and neat adreſs, as by all probabili- : 
ty ſhe reſortsrather to ſee and be ſeen, than * 
hear and be taught ; for faſhion, than devo- | 
tion: Afteywards, he acſeends toſpeak off * 
the beauteous feature, and curious attire of | 5 
the Pariſh-Clerk, 4bſe for, : 


Paty was thee of th ei apart 


The which that was cteped Ibfolon, 
Crons was hits heer, &cc. 


- In this deſcription he glanceth at the 
ride of the Clergy 3 ſhewing bow vanity 
n toſtrut within the Wals of a Mona- 
ftery. For if poor Pariſh-Clerk muſt be "mY 
curiouſly drefied, as to have his hair curled, » 
and fo womaniſhly diſheveled, his e yesſa. 
effeminately pilled , his ſhooes artificially, 
carved, andm all points completelyac-) 
coutred what may we think of thole þ 
whoſe Revenues were greater, places high-; 
er, and whole-perſons, in the eye of th 
world; more ps > .'Such Pozts, th 


Corrupter 


(19] 
corrupter times require, to tax our Clergy 
boldly, where fuch who ſhould be exem- 
plary raQicers and Profeflors of humility, 

coo much Admirers of Apiſh Forma- 
lity, and too ſerious followers of theſe ſha« 
dows of Vanity. | h 

But ſuch witty Evaſions have ſome-of 
' © theſe, as I never [i any of them, but they 
> put meinmind of the pregriant and prefent. 
| Anſwer of that Spruſedo to-a Judge in this 

- Kingdom, a-rigid Cenſor of mens habits; 
| 2 who ſecing a neat Finical Divine comebe- 

2 fore him in a Cloak lined through with 

0 Pluſh, thus encountred him: Sir, Tox wever 

7 read that Paul ever went in a Pluſh Cloak. Bik 
.- I read, My Lord, (aid he, that Paul left bis 

2 Cloaket Troas, and whether thet Cloak, was 
* lined through with Pluſh, or ne, it i4 more 
» (my word) tha either zou or I kyow. | 
, For to point at ſome of theſe both in 
| Diet and Habit; in ſtead of Locnſts and 
7 Wild Honey , they muſt (good men) con- * 
7 tent themſelves with Lobſter, Cramm'd Ca- 
= pons, and Coney; and for Raiments of Ea» 
3 mels hair, Damark, Caſſocks down to their 
27 heels; and for Leathern Grrdles about- their 
= Loyus, Formal Faſhes, = Apoſtolical, —_— 
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[20]; \ - 
cal Roſes » to enamour their) Loves; with: 
Downie Cuſhions:'tor their knees, . in their. 
rare, ſhort and ſweet 0riſozs to their Lord 2 
But too tedious are ſuch tacks for fat bellies. 
We will go on with our Tale. 


I merry child he was, ſo God me ſave, 
Uelt coud he let blod,ciip,and Gave, 


In twenty matiner coud he trip #daunce.. 


An excellent: deſcription of a Pariſh 


Clark; it ſeems he was a jovial boy 3 and 
leſt his too looſe or "irregular converſation” 
might bring him to a deprivation, and ſo ! 


exclude him from the benefit of his Profeſ- 


BLN br red wn Term whom, Wen” TL ey ers Ne CT Es A NAG ENNIE 
TE ud OR ONES ty OTE SPL DESI, | 
- I'Y SDS 1 IT 2 


bo EIS 


ſion, . he initiates himſelf ſufficiently in other 7 
Trades: He can play the Barber-ſurgeon, ? 
in caſes-of neceflity ; and keep a 'dancing* * 
School to ſhew feats of his aGivity 5 he can * 
play the Muſician too, and make Taverns ® 


and Tap-houſes reſound with his melody. 


Chis Abfolon, that was joly andgaie, 
Goeth with a Ceiiſer on a Dundate, 
Cenſyng the wives of the parith faſte 


And many a lovely look on hem he calt, 


Ind namely on this Carpenters wife, 8c. ; 


A fit-perſon-for -fuch a perſonal employ-- 
| 6 ment ; | 


[217] | 
Z ment: He carries a Cenſer for, Cupid's Al- 
Z tar. Many Objedts he eies ; ſundry amiable 
2 preſentments he viewsz, yet comparin 
Z them with this matchleſs 4/y/o» , he holds 
2 them all inferiour beauties below compas- | 


= rifon. 


= AndAbſolon his Geterne had itake 

* Foz Paramours he thought foz to wake, 

= Jndfozth he goth jolly and amerous 
: Till hecameto the Carpen'ers hous. 


| Long and tedious had this task been to 
* Abſolox, had he beſtow'd it upon his devo- 
3 tion: Love's watchful cycs'may be proper- 
: 'y compared to thoſe three Heſperian St-- 
|| fters 5} their Portels are never cloſed, but 
> ever vigilant to prevent an intruſive Rival. 


'Þ Noware we to ſuppoſe him mounting the 


: Carpenter's Wall , where, direGtly under 
27 the beauteous Aly/orz's window , who lay 


| cloſely locked in the unweldy arms ofher 
' & jeafons husband : Hechantsout ſome amo- 


= rous Roundelay, to which he tunes his me- | 


\® lodious Gittern. Long had he not warbtcd 


{ in this manner, till the Carpenter awakes 
out of bis Leaden flumber, | 


C 3 | This 


Ind ſpate unto his wike, and ſaid anon 
Unyat Alyſon;heres thou notIblolon, 8c. 
Hourly fears, daily frights, and inceſlant 
cares beget broken ſleeps, ſhort reſts, and 
diſquiet dreams. The Carpenter's head lay 
cab hard a pillow, being, as he thought , 


ſtuft with horn-ſhavings, as his{leeps could 
not belong. He awakes his Alyſon , who, | 
perhaps, was awake before he call d her. * 


Ind the anſwered her hugband there- 


mithal, | - 
Pes God wote John, J here it every dele, | 


Notably did he expreſs the effects of | 
Fancy,who ſung thus z 
Th" Efje@s of pow'rful love,do beft appear, 
hen paſſion feeds the Eye, and fils the Ear, | 

How our Alyſor's affeftion was ſeated, | 
or her ſenſes fated, might hence be proba- |: 
bly gathered: Like . Roked Dulcina, ſhe | 
ſ{ceming tlept, but did not ſleep; heard, | 
yet would not hear. A favourable | 
Gloſs would interpret thus : She was Joath 

_ <0 diquiet her diſeaſed husband , or put a 


[23 ” 
diſgrace on this ainorous Clark; ' this (as 
__ be well imagined) begotin hera refol- 
ved filence. Nor will 4bjo/ozz , though he 
receive {mall comfort in his ſuit, omit the 
leaſt opportunity for Aly/ox's fake. He 
wooeth her oe era walksall the night 
long coaltantly, kembs his Locks curioully, 
price and prayer intercede for him power- 
fully, he yows to become her ſervant ( in 
thole daies a rare kind of Complement) he 
quavers in his muſical Aires. melodwutly, 
he ſends her Pyment, Methe, Wafers, and 
choiceſt Spices, to win her love with pre- 
ſents of delicacy; he ſhews her proofs of his 
Activity, and in Theatral a&tion: perfonates 
Herod in his Majeſty. 


But what availeth him, as in thi? ca2s 
She loved ſo, this hende Nicholas 


| That Iblolon may blow the Bucks 


hone &c. 


. All his Jabour is but in'vain ; fruitleſs are 
all theſe tasks ; to no prirpoſe his late watch- 
ings. Theſe are but as it he {triv'd tomake 
the Blackamore white : This our Poet con- 
firms with an ufual Proverb in thoſe 

 dajes. 


C 4 Full 


AR -,.: | 
Full ſoothis this Pzoverb, it isnoiye, - 
ven ſay right thus, alwaythe night ni 

Waketh theterre leate, - | 

*Asif he ſhould fay, Daily compan raſe 

ſeth holiday love. Ab/olo hath too y 

a Corrival of Nicholas, to--prevail in his 

purchaſe. Long familiarity ſtrengthened 

with domeſtick acquaintance, hath ſo firm- 
ly cemented their-affeQions, as all this trim 

Clark's Rhetorick cannot diflolve it. Now 

is it high time for them to addreſs them- 

ſelves for their project. 


Aad ſobifell it on a Saterdate | 
This Carpenter was gone to Oſnaie. 


It may ſeem that he was Carpenter to 
the Abbey, by his uſual reſort thither : as 
ſundry other Axtificers were conſtantly re- 
tain-d, andby a yearly Penſion:tied, to re- 
pair any {uch:rumes or decaies;: A caſually 
befel in the Abbey. 


<yYis Nicholas no lenger would tarie, 
"ur Doeth full ſoit unto . yis chamber 
carie 


| Bath meat and Dink 8&c. 
Nicholas becomes his own / Purveier., 
and has now betaken himſelf to his "I | 

; j 


rong | 


Tax) 

ber, to deviſe ſome plot to deceive the Car- 
penter, and p6fldshim of his deareſt Para- 
four.” Privatehe muſt be} ind Tetired,'and 
as one with an extaſie ſurprized,' lie gaping 
as if he were, Planet-ſtrack. Directions to 
this purpoſe are given to. his Ayo, that 
the Plot may. draw on toa fairer concluſi 100. 
All Saturday, Nicholas mues. himſelf up in 
his Chamber, where. he beſtows the daygn 
his repaſt or repoſe 3 and.ſogantinyes.on tp 
this his pleaſant reſtraint till Sunday night : 
Whichlong'reſtraint of. Njcho/&s1 Liberty, 
drives our fimple: Gerpansehpoe: maryel- 

lous perplexity. 7 


This ſelie Carpenter hath vent mecthill 
Df -e at oz what | c;ing might him | 


3ndſi raled: Jam'a d2 advyS: Thoinas 
It ſtondeth not aright with Nichotas. 


He is now grown.as jealous; CfNicholas life, 
as he was LEP of his Alyſors 5 Love. Firſt, 
By falling into conſideration of Man's frail- 
ty,he fears that he died ſuddenly : : And this 
he holds more probable, by Recalling to 
mind a Spectacle of Lhe he had 
Aately ſecn. 


IJ ſaw 


. 


One then muſt be directed, and fent to his 
Chamber, to ſee what isatted. 


G9 up (qd he unto his knave) anone 


On 
Adfaſter 


till he 


fora M Ee. 


! 


This confirms him in his fear : Longer he | 
will not debate the matter 3 forthwith he : 
muſt be reſolv'd what is become of Nicholas, | 
of whoſe ſafety he becomes fo ſuſpicious. 


af his doxe, & knock faf with a | 


this rude Uſher, toobſerve his | 
scommand : He cries ſhrilly, knocks | 
ſtoutly, prefſeth him to anſwer boldly ; but | 
Nichols, as one taken with a Fit of Aſtrolo- | 
, reſolves him with filence. At la{t, Jeſt 7 
ſhould leave his Maſter ftill in ſuſpence, * 
and fo procure his difpleaſure,he ſeeks abour 
| Fads an hole or paſſage, where a Cat | 
usd tocreep in 3 where he pries like a Cat | 


Til 


| 
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C27] 
at the lafl ye yad of him a fight, 
he had on the new moue. 

Here plays Nicholas the part of a pro- 
found A - id trick above 
Ela, wherein none of all his feſlow-conforts 
or Aſtronomical Profeſfants can ever come 
near him : For he by helpofhis I 
glaſs, candiſtinitly and a diſcover 
all the ſtarry Regiment quite through the 
Roof of his Chamber. Howſoever, . doubt- 
leſs he gapes for ſome preferment, or etfe to 
make an Aſteriſme of his mouth , where 
ſome Conſtellation or other may certainly 
fix. This could not chuſe but begs a woh- 
derful amazement in this pitiful Spy. _ 


Idovone he goeth,# tolde his mailter ſone 


|| Inwhac arayhe ſawthis elde mas, 


= increaſed the be rf his apy 
Ec IEATS, AS MAY appear que . 
preſently upon return of this fad relation, 
This Carpenter to bliffen him began 
Jad ſaid;now yelpe us leync Fridelwlde, 
A Saint in thoſe daies uſually invoked, 


when 


[28] 
whenany one was either blaſted, bewitched,, | 
- orbya' ſpirit haunted. Divers are his'con;. * 
ceipts of N:ch/a5; ſometimes he thinks that 
his much thildy- hath made him mad : ; other” 
ſometimes ,. that he labours of ſome other 
Malady,8& that now he is ſtruck into-a dan- 
gerous Extafie,, which requires ſome pre- 
ſcnt remedy, Amidſt theſe various doubts 
and diſtempered fears, far more wiſely than 
could be well expected from the conceipt 
of ſuch an Head-piece, he i imputes the cauſe 
of this diſtemper' to his too curious ſearch 
Or enquiry after Gods Secrets. 


ht aye well how it Gould be, 
} not know of $Hods pi- 
'vete &c. 


This he confirms with a late Accident. bo 


Right ſo, fer'de another clerk with aſtro- 
nomy 

De walked into the fieldes fot to pzy 

es the terre, to wete what ſhould be- 


Till he was ina marlpit vial. 


- Columella obſerves, that man of all other 
Creatures, hath one Muſcle to erect his Eye 
upward, 


; | [SE +70 
npivard, whereas others are depreſſed, and | 
haled downward ;' yet this” was ifiot' 5 ms 
him. to eye ,that which 1s concea of ai 


bim;* We are {bv to adinire the rea! 

as init we adore the Creator : We py fot | 
beſtow the Eye of our outward mah, "as we 
darken not our {inward light : For by fix- 

ing our Eyes too intentively on. Objects of 
Secrecy, we may juſtly fear, leſt we ſhould: 
be. confumed byi the Beams of his. Glory. 

It is a 'good Leflon which that Sage fo ſeri- 
ouſly-recommended to his Scholars ; Be wot: 
* wiſe, overmuch ;. leſt. ze become jearund 7th) 
= thatwhich you ſbould know woft.  'But little 
w needed our Carpenter fear thedepth of ſtu- 
dy in his Aſtronomer. A better courſe, 
therefore he reſolyes of ; and thar bt $To cud-" 
get him out of- kis-himor, and ſo cnre © this 
threatning diltemper, 


Getme a ſtaffe. 


Madneſs muſt be. cured by Gornediion, 
and-ſpare Diet. / Spare, did the Carpenter! 
think ,: were Nichols Commons 3:4beit,' 
be had. better proviſion in his Knz (ack; Y 
than:he knew of,;i-He means theverire to; 
correc: his' humour: on the: og fide! with! 
Bombaſting, 


- 


kk, 


| _ — 


Bombaſting , as the Patient on the other 
Gle had pradifed on himſelf by Faſting 


z 


out of tis ltudieng, as Þ gelle, 
Ba ro th chamber doze he _ him 


Though Nicholas might juſtly commence | 
anattion of forcible Entry againſt his unruly 
where he was Farmer, during the | 
Leaſe of his Chamber ; ſeeing his door rai- 
fed from the Hafps, his deep ſtudies di- | 
ſturbed, his Aſtronomical ſlumber difqui- * 
eted, and all things topſie-turvy turned, 
yet would not he budge a foot, but like one ' 
made up in Wainſcot, | ; 


This Nicholas late as (ill as any ſtone, / 
Jad ever gaped upward into the eire 6c. ! 

This troubles John: Carpenter more than | 
all the reſt ; who verily thinks that he is } 
either fallen into deſpair, and therefore , ? 
likea diſcreet Monitor, puts him in remem- | 
brance of ſome devout meditation, by awa+ | 
him from that Lethargy or amazed di- j 
ion. Or elle, that he is foreſpoken, | 
or blaſted —_ ill Spicit, which makes 
him uſe his Charm to cure this miſchance. 3 


| — 
1 [5pm #from datcded 
© xWuiiundetry 


rights 
: Ind ne hates of oe che doge wirhoat,” 
Here he repeats the Night-chama uſe: 
” " thole dies when they ſbut their dogs 
= t, and opened them in the OY: | 
9 Cor by that old Sylvane Charm, 
; Fan and Fairies he 132” PUR 
while we #7 theſe J 
| Goblins, Elves, of Obexgn's Traiv, . 
7 Neverzn x theſe Plains remain, | 
| Till T and my Nymph amake, 
. And do rake Kay > Journey [f 
May the Night-mare never ride As, 
* Nor afright by night betide us + | 
| Soſhall Heav'ns praiſe ound as clear,” 
| As the ſtrillooge'd Chantecher. 


| Scarcelycould Nichole his counge 
# nance, ahem Sees beard the 


I 6 | Lean ah wc pts Fg 
, el wh yy Face, not. bluſh, with his 


Eye, .to.lopk up, and his Tongue, tabe 
muts, 


[32] 

Wer ke with aconſtantboldnels, a-fixt ama-- 
Ze - x 6 a reſolved filence, be perfoxms* 
is.Plot, that at. night he may- enjoy his; 
Place. . ns /4-=riin 


Aud at the lalt this hende Nicholas - * *- 
Gan foz to ſike ſoze; and fainalas, 
Shall -all:this wozld be loſt 2 | 

Now is Nittolatairaled out of his Trance, 
ahd to the , Carpenter's great grief, diſco- 
vers what he has ſeen in his Aftronomicat 
Dream. Which, at firſt, his Hoſt ſeemsto 
ſlight, wiſhing him to think on God, 


This Nicholas anſwered , "fetch me 
: — rh ove 
And ate I ſpeke inpavete 


Df certal things , that tourcheth the 
andme. 0 
Though Nicholas's Viſion was moiſt, his 
mouth was dry 3, down goes the Carpenter 
to quench the Aſtronomer's thirſt 5 and 
now returning with'a large Quartof mighty | 
Ale, that might compare with Dfingo;-for | 
it would cut a Feather, they'to&'d the” FF 
Cannikih lovingly ane to another*: + Which | 
done, and having ſetthe Carpenter by him; 

hl : Nicholas | 


| [33] 
m—_— + LIFeh qr te pong well ers 
ri e door-being-fifÞ 
ſhut; he olemnly-” twears his Hoſt any 
coutiſel irh"'s ſecrecy: of ſuch high conſe- 
e-3Bifhenld he diſcover what: heim- 
rnerÞ "his Hpht- 'diſoovety" would Be 


_ revenged,. 
##76}id fox 
MT tots ſely pman,J am no blabbe &c. 
Ty to give Bettgy"cartg > this 


and Yows?k ia, 
oh any A ens F P08 _ 5-00 


f 


Wietoblade;- 


tion. 
Now Jahn 4qd-Nicholas) wollnot! 
J have yowdea miwe e Ke, 


[ 
BA dee th, 2ndfach Þn ojie 
AER ESE: 
In want 'thoſet 
may he be ror of rambred/' who: pretehd 


re anialt gdge to. all the Houſes of 
caVen, ha can ſcarce v4; ouſe-rent 

o | theje owit''\Seethow'hi nks over- 
Bf! He Giitovers the/Une'of this dans 
ip refous ta mIAME: ©/The! Rain 
hich fellft Notb's Flood whebutah April 
hover to'hiTAKarion 5 Within ohe hour 
JA D tauſt 


[34] 
muſt the whole. World be drowned, only 
thoſe few ſaved, which-by-his rare and my1! 
ſerious Art are: preſeryed... .Fhe weaklys 
credulous Carpenter belieyes him.3 having 
never ſeen the Bow in the ».;Ox Ng} 
yer heard for what Tokey of dvenan 
it was given. 


le Xs 


inks ob hn ſo 'b prep. Merl {64 


ſboul Dn Bo the ey © 
till; now DER. to. coke ki 


fafety, Wife, and F 


2——Js there no remedy ly rhe cn 
-As if he ſhould fay, Alis, my learne 
Gueſt Nicholss,mauſt we be alex for AC j 
docks? No remedy? no of fafery}- 
Las, for api core x not.fo much ;; fox it 
—————— Lag 
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Y.f aot a man long for this world : But that 
13 itiy Aly, is inthe very flower and 
7 prime of her! time, the very-Daiſic and Hos 
s ney-ſackle of her time, that ſhe ſhould: be-= 
come Provender for a Scachorle, or lotige 
Fin the Guts ofa Whale, 'it would make any 
ones heart yern within him, that has any 
_oman's blood itt him. Beſides; for her Age; 
ſhe may have many Lodery/ Chips whenT 
oy one. O then, good Gueſt Nicholas, 
efor het ſafety, ) if noforine Who 

.FKnon's not, bur'Ff you two: catrapree, ſhe 
& 11> ie meat for you, whetY ain Wort 

neat, 'Thus' might the poot* Carpent 

WMeem to have expoſtulated with his hraet 
#Attronomer 5 | as: one . deſirpuy to: receive 
fi ame ſinall comfort from this profound Ar- 
Fiſt, which might miniſter s remedy in caſes 
aÞ£ ſach urgent neceffity : and afford to his 
$4/zſor: ( whoni be oreferred before all hig 


: Family) foie promili ing hopes of fafety. 


'F -. Js edy 7 
bs hor ey Airhatas) 
_ begins he to lay bis 'Eime-twigy 

He gives the deluded 


arpinger diteftions how. to. prevent .thip 
BP mam 


[36] 

imminent datnger : He repeatsunto him the 
ſtory of Noah's deliverance..: Nothing” is 
to:be undertaken- raſhly,” without ſerious F 
advice and deliberation z yet in regard 
both of the 1. gormar aand  imminency of 
that danger, he: adyiſeth/ him to take fome 
ſpeedy courle, that the. peril may be ſeafo- 
o_ prevented; and their ſafetics procu- 


Thijs aſketh hat, and of an halty thing | 
Wen may not. pzeche, nemake tarying 3 / | 
Ik trow, or elle a kemelin, 
Here muſt the: Carpenter be ſetit his Er+ 
rand: He [thuft provide [Materials fot his 
fecurity.” Though every Tub be to ſtand 
upon his own bottoth, every one muſt not 
ſtrike on: his-own Tub.; 'Ttius is this Car- 
penter appointed to become: Purveyor a: 
gainſt this great Deluge, _ And Love makes 
all tasks light 3 for, not the'fear of death, 
but the Love *6F his dear Alyſo7; which he 
preferred before his own life;' quickenshis 
wind-gall d feet, to prevent all occaſion:of 
fear, -But:this dark. and myſterious Artiſt 
I Nzcholas, 


. LY +» APY TT WY UW 


[37] 
Nicholas, adviſeth him withal; that in no 
caſe he diſcover this ſecreſie, .cither to. his 
man Robzz , -or his maid G7/le; for they 
are barred by name from all hope of ſafety: 
Neither is itfitting that he ſhould be too in- 
G_ touching Gods privacies, touchi 

e preſervation of ſome, andfubverſi Ny 
others. . Let:it ſuffice him, that theſe means 
are provided for the deliverance of him- 


ſelfand his Alyſor, 
| Gonow thy way, 


The Troughs now are to be prov ided, 


| and ſufficiently. vicualled,: with Hatchets 


Valk VWVERPF ow” [is 


to.cut them down:from the roof where they 
are to be tied, '/when the Flood hath: onze 
entred. A paſſage too; mult-be made tor 
theſe marvellous Barges through the mai 
Wall into-the Garden, 4 


Chan! halt thou ſwim as mery I under- 


As boerh the. white ducke aftc fr her dzabe. 


A properand familiar compariſon. Two 
eſpecial inducements there were: which mo» 
ved. this -cireful:Carpenter to addreſs hin 


to his laborious Task: The .frft was, Se- 


© jel D 3 curity. 


BJ] 
cyrity, The Second, Sovexaignty. 


Light js that Labour which may ſafety bring, 
In doubtful as, fear's an ingenious thing. 


| That the Carpenter likewiſe aſpired to | 
Soveraignty, might be probably gathered | 
by that comfortable hope of an univerſal | 
Monarchy , which Nicho/as ſuggeſted: to | 
him. : 


And than we (hall be Lozdes allour life |! 
Of allthe wozld, as was Noe and his | 


This ſets the Carpenter upon his Panto- 
fles 3 while the Learned Clerk Nicholas ad- 
viſeth him by all means, that-when every 
one is to enter” into their Roof-trough or 
Kimelyn, none ſpeak one to another, but 
with a conſtant and reſerved ſilence remain 
as ſtill as the Night. Joh: mult not ſpeak 
to his Aly/or, nor AlzJor to her Johy, Be- 
ſides, theſe Kneading Tubs muſt be divi- þ 
ded by equal diftance one "from *another. | 
Thus is the Plot contrived; and'no leſs fuc- 
ceſſefully continued. The Garpenter's Cre- 
dulity promifeth a fair iflue to this Torrent 


of Aſtronomy. This 


BY OT 
: This ortjiguncets ſaid, go god the 
Tongeis at night, whan men ben all 


: Into our kneding tubbs woil we creep, 

| "Love will creep where it cannot go.Dark 

{ and ſtraight is that Crany, through which 

” Lovecannotfind out a way. By this, you 

{ may collect, how: the ng nn hath his 

; Commiſſion ſealed, his Paſport granted, 
and all things facilitated for 's terrible ari 


Occurrent, 
| Mayoriy foath his wa 
This datos Kh De 


to he told his 
Ind nA and knew eore than 


Notwithſtanding his great haſt, he will 
take ſo much time, as to impart this Secre- 
cy to his deareſt Alyſo» 3 who, as ſhe was 
known to the Plot, conjures him by. all 
thoſe Profeſſions of Love which he had ever 
vow'd her, to follow the Advice of their 
Learned Gueſt : She Gaming aggravates 
all thoſe ſeeming —_— Fear, which 
wrought 


= - [40] 

wrought ſtrongly enough alr 

Olepenter 's Imapmation, bl as it Piper Me 
ed any re-impreſlion. : dren : 


This ſely carpenter be nnet coquake, : 
Hum thinketyverily eqn og IE if 
Noes fodde comp waltring ap the ſee bc } 


Such ſtrange effets works a /poſſeſſed | 
fear. ' He conſiders not the improbability | 
of this Relation, but ſeemingly apprehends | 
the preſent approach' of this Fanatical De- | 
luge , with all - thoſe © ——_ dangers Þ 
which accompany it : Yet mult not this 
fear foreſlow, but accelerate his diſpatch. 
The three Tubs' are provided, Victuals 


purveyed, ahd theſe neceſſary Store-houfes 
in the Roof reared. Beſides, that all things 
might be with more ſecrecy carried, Robr?4 
and Gy/eare removed, and to London upon 
a {leeveleſs Errand directed. 


Andon the mondy,whan it dzowp to night, 
Ye Qette his dooze, without candel light, 
And dzesed all thing, as it hould be” 

Ind Goztly clomben upall thze. 


He had purpoſely fixed ſundry Rings or 
wooden Pins, by Which, as 'by _ - 
al 


_._ 
ſtalks they might climb into their Tubs : 
Where, with 'a conſtant and continued fi- 


, Þ lence, they lay cloſely immured; while the 


, & ly expecting; this. | fea 


_# Carpenter lay trembling andſbaking, hour- 
">a Immdation : Bur 


\ | Nicholas and 4ljjor ever thitſting and long: 


{ ing for the Carpenter's good reſt, that with 
| the active joyes of Love they might ſeal 
! their' AﬀeGtion-i 'The Carpenter applies 
| himſelf to his Devotion, as if he and- all the 


” world were near their diffokition ;- Bite 


! theſe two amorous-ſouls pray-for nothing 
| moxe; thanhis reſt, and their. recreation. 


The deed flepe, foz wery be n 
Fel onthis carpenter; right as J geſle '' 
:\ The many: employments: to; which: this 
Carpenter ſtood —_ :had-with a vari- 
ous Medley -of Cares 'and Fears ſo over: 
wearjed him, tbat,as one now reſolved. to 
{leep out that ſmall ſcantling of time which 
1s left him, about'Cock-crow he bids a ſilent 
good-night to Learned'Nzcholas, and Lover 
Iy Alpſom.. 46 me 


Love's 


"be 


Love's eyes are operr and can take xo ſleep, 
While aged Eyes their Leaden Slumber heep. 


Which ſecurity gives them opportunity z 
He ſnorts not fo faſt in his Tub, bur they | 
m_ as faſt to leave their Tubs, and goto | 
bed. 


And doun of te ladder than alketh K 


Pe. 
And Alyſon full ſofte after ſhe ſpedde, 
Without wozds mo, they went to bedde. | 


As this Feat was by both equally plotted, | 
ſo are they. now in the concluſion mutually 
pleaſed. The. Carpenter's Age enjoyes 
more reſtthan their youth, Let mght's fable 
Curtain enskreen theſe dark ations. Luſft's 
Palace hath but very few minutes of con- 
tenting ſolace. They may fate Senſe for a 
time, but never fatisfie Reaſon with an 'in- 
hibited touch. We are now to retire a 
little from this Diſcqurſe , and deſcend to 
our love-enthralled Abſoloz , who defires 
nothing more, and hopes to deſerve no- 
thing leſs, than to enjoy fair Aly/ox's Love : 
To whom he addreſſeth his courſe. 


This 


FE NNS 0 a des.» Cle wr x © Et VE LESTER. 
. i + "4.2, be 
— , » *: 
| ] | 
[ 43 | | 
wy 
*. 


| This yarihelerke, this amarous s Mo 


| Thats foz love | 
[Et 


! TfGod have his Church, the Devil will 
"| have his Chappel; yea and' his Cha 

{ too. Abſalon repairs to the Abbey of 0fe- 
| 2ay, where he employs the day, not inDe- 
 votion, but ima tw? wfition after 


Þ John the Carpenter,and his beloved Het 
© Private conference he hath with a Cloyſte- 
FE rer, in whoſe relation he conceives infmite 


pleaſure. For by his means he receives In+ 


telligence of the Carpenter's abſence from 
home : Which opportunity chalkes out a 


ſeaſonable time for 4bſolor's Jubilee. 
_—_—_— maner coinfox hall J have par- 


Py mouth hary teh this _ | 
iga ſigne of kiſſinge at the leſt 
A | 2a that 'Y was at; a 


l gollepean twey 
Ad 16 whe cen Ile 


[44] | 

He conjeQures by the itching of his 
a RR Rant praced at leaſt with 
a Kiſs; which prediction he found moſt | 
true; as you ſhall read inthe Tale hereaf- | 
ter. Itis moſt certain, what the Comedian | 
ſometimes wittfly obſerved : We dream by | 
night. what we moſt think of by day. This | 
yanthful Quiriſter meditated of nothing ſo | 
much all the'day-long, as of Kifling Com- | 
fits;and luſcious Feaſtings. And theſe were | 
the Subjects of 'his Dreams. In the amo- | 
roys diſcourſing and diſcuſling whereof, 
he ſets this up for his Reſt-: He will go fleep | 
an. hour or .two, that he may more ably 
turn Night-walker,or more properly,Eave- | 
dropper. | For . Alyſo#'s Chamber-window | 
muſk bo his Rendeſyouz ; where he reſolves |} 
to ſing his Apocryphal Catches. 


Whan & that. the firlt cocke hath crow 
Uprilte this joly lover Ybſolon.._ . 


4 ak 
daintily trimmed and -treſſed;  undefrhis 
Tongue a txut-love Flower: couched, 2t0 
make his''Defigns:more auſpicious; hinaſolf 


| to his Love more gracious: 'Up' ito tht Cars 
| -penter's yors: = CR dorms mg he ye 


and ſueth. : if _ F 
3 OIL 

What do-ve honycombe, (wete ee Uoſnn 

My fayre birde, my ſwere linamonme. , 


How thisdapper youth melts with Love! 
His amorous Ofation is all Honey and Br 
namon : He cals her his Honey-comb, -and 


ſhe makes him, NET an Ra The 


at he ſuffers.” fi mW A 
his Dam #/I2 e Deathly 3 
for his Mate waits: he eniemalnſhes asa Maid 
without meat fits he faſting; Jn _ al 
this, oY a Chee ſhe argp—cap mn 


Uell bett 
Go forthe 


This, pions -Cynamon Is hin 
rewarded: ; fe Vows to © 
contrary 


[4] 
catrary. to) his exp She prefers 
the Stard before the ;, Het Nicholes the 
emwreaths and enjoyes; mean time let the 
poor Quiriſter chant his humming Catch to 
agony wabp Let hitn cool his Toes in 
Moonſhine,while ſhe is rid of him ſhe loaths, 


and mts) Are him ſhe loves. Yet, leſt Abſolor 


thoſe weak woo- 
ers, whor relinquiſh th wg upon the firſt 


repulſe wo his Battery, thou h with 
2 « more cab cake ollcrancy: , than he aid at 


rae 1ode was ever ſo puel byſette 
Penn von bek &c. | 
{pad it ſeems, the preſage of 
lipss the height of has aworous 
mpes 0, bv hurry to a Kils. All his 
= rw 15 now brought 1 ” Lip-labour. 
9Jutt Yir- beauteons Alyſon, in mecy 
be affion, rather than any a Hein to his 

, thisate 


9 


rote ion than thy way rherwith qd 


ET OR, 1h yes, _ 
Small 


HY 
Small favours would not be negle® 
becauſe they tidy be Introduftions to: 
er Curtſies when occaſion is offered; :. Mean 


time Ahſolox - prepares hi oth 
farata ofcnctonry o takes 


byiconpora! Fac of his, conftant 7 
A os - | 
he fears by.. age"; ot rVe 


ncallerable. petulancy ſhe -jeers the poor 
Cloylterer! Alt this 7 7 ew you = 2 
gine, Nicholas 4 not ; but heard t 

toward Dialogue, afterchis long. pile; 


moore and now enjoy yed amorous encoun- 
'To Whom ſhe imparts | her L0G, yu 
he approves, and ſhe effetts. - 


The wit the ntorh 890 tha hae 


Have do(qdthe) and - Loft 
Let not our neegbours 


GER Ibſalon gan i Han wipe FH 


A civiipr ati for an oncield fal - ti- 
on. Now pro he fas how {om aki 
ever hath ſame favour : but {mall fiyerty 


calts he in hex! too low eurthie,undert vourr 
48-2. _ Ibacke 


owe Exp edetad infor " kim lic 
cxrly in the knowledge of a Womin's Lip': 
This had not that fog which he exe 
peated. Ye(quarthe?) T tnay be deceiv'd. 

artie Alyſoxt tnay have an, hair-lip,for lated 
that'T know”: "While he thus EX _ | 
the caſe, x 


Tehe qbihe; 0 and clape the winddwto / 


_ Te hea word of diſgrace, ſcorn, or con- 
tempt : She laughsat hini after ſhe had gal- 
led him : Before ſhe ſhut 'the window to, 
bad:ſbe ſhut ber. back-dgpr; t00:, 4bſolon 
had receiv'd the greater Curtlie, and ſhe 
expreſtthe morgCiviticy.' But: ring: thus 


not only rejaper hut diigraceds 133% 


Ibloidngouti forth txypiias”” "7 
J verde, a Trade, ſaid hende Nicholas. 


nfm dlas hash fine world 6rt; his Hoſt is 
an: his Hoſteſs in his arms :aloſed; his 
ol diſcarded,: and mew* Tonceits ay art- 

ling, or other jews hourly deviſed: - 


ITHG Go : This 


G9] 
| Eyis (2 Ibloloa herde it every dele 


And co hu wet Greet 


'TheWorm will turnagain. Poot Abfolok 
thus abuſed,” of his [5 deprived, falts 
about in his mind h e' may be reven- 


ged. He 'cannot endure 'to fit Tous with 


| this wrong: his Fancy ts'now cha 
fa Frenzy 5-his Love to-Revenge 
had he cry 'd,yet was he'tiever A A 
many had helov'd, yetneverſo Tae 
tnany had he kiſt, Fern never any Lip that Fr 
reliſhed. His Paſſion inthe'end works it 
ſelf into'a'vertnous compaon. 


Fot he was healed of his maladye - 
Fullofte Paramours he gan defie 
Ind wepe as doth a childe that is vbete. - 


What rare Effects will the apprehenſion 6* 
a conceivetl diſgrace ptoduce ? Firſt, It 
dictates of revenge ; ther it begets an in- 
bred hate to the bjett before loved, and 
by whom the diſgrace was occaſioned; Af- 
terall this, it i] into tears, till oppor- 
_ be offered,that the intended revenge 


inflicted. S {2h IPG 


AAR LCREGt fechbonghemey 
tainment in YVexa Courts eveng 
$9 Puleas's Far T, 


Verks, £ upqn this 0cca 
it Chantery-map, . d jt 


That Sebolar gol deſerves. 4 Wigddie, 
Who twokes bis hays of « aÞbie. 
'Wellz Suppoſe him now coolin 
Toes at the Blackſmith's door, as he bad 
done before to his dainty alan hand ThuF'7 
he for refuge to this tos 
xevenged on his 1 emmay ; rue its 5,1 


C 
f 
When Vulcan and the Muſes meet, | þ 
 Softh iy ey Mars warm Venus Feet: | þ 

| 


Bue ſecure is — of any ſuch Over 
THoy - 


/ [pony anne 
undoGervaſe oc; 


| wa beds eaſily, leſt he Goaldbe Ds 
ef coV conſequently otted Re- 

verge defeated 5 ar elſe, that he ſhould not 
of for a Night-walker be publickly need, z 


| Whac whoartrhou?, 
til £2g the Smith, it ſcems, wasat work; 
ror elſc of a light Heep, | 


| Jt am J'Ibſolon, 


| This he ntters ſoftly: thirdb$h a Craling; , 
Weſt it ſhould cbme to Et 


| What Ibſalon, 
I-—— Sum gay gyrle godit wote 
HDath bzought you thus. P 
It faems this Clanterdy was 4 notable 
Cartier 3 and generally obſerved for an in- 
ordinate walker; But Httle cates' 4b/olo72 
{for this aſperſion De had mote * 'of 
This Diſtalfe. His head was otherwite em- 
ployed; his Brain otherwiſe exerciſed, Re- 
TE venge was his deareſt Mimion'; which he 
| _ — __ before the Embrace of a Wanton. 
Nl * E 2 --Friend 


=Frendſodees {0nd en HD 


' The hote cultre, in the chaney hee 
ISleveitme,.: - - | 


The Smith of antient acquaiiance, would 
be loath to deny him ſo 'ordinary a Curthe:F 
were it of Gold, or Nobles in a Bag, les 
would lend it him : Albeit , he wonder 

what employment he may have for it ath 
urfſeaſonable a time ; but he receives 1t; up 
on promile to return it, with relation-nex 
oe how he did employ 1 it. 


caught the culter by the cold fele | 
Fa fofte out at the doze gan he ltele, _ 


Now he renews his ſiege with Fire. and 
Faggot : Up. to the Carpenter's walk he 
mounteth.and at Alyſor:'s dew he knock 
eth. She, wholay waking, as one fearfil 
of her own ſecurity,or doubtful of her Hus 
_—_ ealouſie,or over-joy'd withNichole' 
ſweet Company, anſwers him preſently, but 
timerouſly, as if he were ſome Thief; while 
he, to free her from that ſuſpition,”-and 
make. better way to his intended revenge, 
_ her this Reply. 


Tt 


Jan 
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amthyn Vbſolon, thyn own derling - 
DR (dhe) IJ have FEU_ongEE: a 


A modernPoer ſometimes Sung: 


| _, There's wengls 4 young may can deviſe; F 
_ Will tempt # Wotwan morethan prize. -.\. 


Upon which grounds builds: he his pto- 
jeſt; ; He —_— hera Ring which tns' own 
Mother, ( Ez4.,Mother ” , f Revenge ). Wo 
* queathed hin in that curi Engravfe 
1 and this wifl Ke give, fo far he ſeems 
ptiz'd "with love” for - one * poor ki. 
if Nicholar is riſen, - :apid hewilt have it, and'as 
uncivilly 'requite'him'for #2 For, choughr 

vg pes pablo me D ber! > 
| di ow n him, anal 
y -7 dorhe Elle: - 20 N _ Den 


Ind ope the window did ye haſtily &c. 


Heregur Aſtronomer lyeg bis Level, ot 
dihargeth. -hisfhot with powder 3 while» 


our CRIMETE h Is Preparec with his red hot 


. ; A . 
cy : 
s bo | * # \2 4 "I * 
. o - - 


© -” ”" F 
hk +} 4 ” 4 


"IOEIM 


s A >& #4 * » 
% : F el. % 
Þ. - *-+&S 6 Ind 
* ' ba 
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Ids wage web atennn 3 12 


' He has got a Ring with a ” Lu 
muſt ever have a ruerub... He who even 
now. ſo lafciviouſly wantonned, and fo free- 
ly taſted delights p ” rokibited 3 ' he who fur- 
fetted in ma and had 'bung up his 
abuſed Fl A a Scarecrow * er nnd: 
wer { exab#d: 3 


wean ant out n 
So: | 4 
Here's a Philter for his/pleature. "Hi | 
that taſts the, Syeet,; maſt have the Sowr 
vette. He rag  Faveth, and raareth. Hke 
aa Octegn Hereales, .:Hecsn' reſt in nd 
ſo harp is his Inflammetion 3 he: can 
on e in no place, ſodeep ighis Inciſiting 
So ſmall is the Solace he now conceives b 
his Alyſon. © 7 31. MII $6: 


wafer, waters fo2 
Thi carmen an of tan LM 


” What this deep Soothſiyer predidiond 

before in jeſt, he now cals for in earneſt, 

Le rpm d Des whe he foretold of a 
; NEE, genent 


© Gs 
—_ 7, 'thiit heifhould ftand 
need of ſane df it to) eaul his/inflaminaci- 

| faclunqm; tim hojronCerpeihet: wha 
QUT: ie poor! t, who 

. ley foorting| allthis whil.:n ka uſpended 
"| Trovwgh, and uid: takeh flere :reſt though 


"| les pleafiirs;{thab his@u oitpbegdwes 
| bimE/fdir ofhjaſiaiden3) fearing the 
"| iinminoticy: lang, -with' 1s! axe! tre 


's fwites the: Cord!;in:two:oby: whnoty tris 
kimelin-or /Fub was tyed that o he ni 


A So gunhas : madei through: 
Aut er the _ oe EY: —_ 


the Main/Oceatty.:' | 
Ind 99" "on _ 
Tarboord, Labor Si, aig 
al bis Proview 2 ld its MIO * 
he Cf ery the? 0's 7 

Fiona Hen Fu i 
{4 {1.48 Bs }: on » of enV Ac IF] Gs ; 

1lmrecdielidunil til he eame tothe 
Diller cram hate 


=_ ORm—_—_ ww” —— _— CD 2 442 __ - 
kh 60; WK DW 


whatwhh 
the Fall, hd what with fear 5 he lickina 


bane IT ALCs 
X E 4 5; 


then from their Reſt. "This __ 
accident rouſcth and raiſcth fair. yu z and 
herunfortunate Nicholas 3. who (asmay: be 
fappoſed) might: walk in hisShirt:; foranp 
reſt he could Id take, lince his- Jate Lecture 
read him on his Poſteriora's : 3' yea, and one | 
who ſtood inmore need of -a;Plaiſter, than 
ary ſuch Panick-Diſtemper. :But need 
makesthe old wife. trot: .'>Some-Plot muſt 
they'deviſeorother, :orithey. ſtand :diſgra- 
for ever: /.''With . joynt conſent” there- 
fore, they raiieaclanourintheftreets, call 
their Neighbours, ether, toi view this 
doleful SpeQacle;- parry omg : 
for all muſt be Eu * Jeobis Liſtemper. * 


TIT 7 8 HvIE | "I 


Inrome-— | 


It is the mien of Comet prope to 
"'Yea,. Wwe 


rl ie wry > Who 
hen if fie tha Gee fo be 

——_ Fiat Ankex with what numbers 
of vulgar Speftators he becomes forthwith 


entloſed : Soattentive be theirEars, foin+ 
xentive their. FM to become Nuntio's af 


EP .* L others 
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others miſeries. Here then you; may. fps 
poſe this Common:Rout: Ratdiog'in 2 _— 
or:Cixcle, gazing and admiring the unfor+ 
tunately-deluded xnter: hke a blind 
point in the midſt of a Centre,” weakly 
tanguifhing : while this ruſtick and uncivi- 
lized fry, ready»to hear what Nicholas and 
his 4/y/oz' wereas ready to report 5 gave 
allattention:tothe'fad, but feipned relation 
of this woful accident. | No-matter, though 
the poor Carpenter interrupt them, his:Tale 
muſt not ſo-muckh-as be heard /by them. Their 
_ was the::firſt;--and it muſt; be. beſt 

card. it 63. 07 Joit DIwar | 


They told ebery bery 11any that he was wtid 
-!. Alas good matt {what a Sofemn- diſcourſe 
they tnake'of His Frenzy ,/'to' palliate the 
ankneſs of: their inordinateFancy : With 
morb than frontleſsimpudence tlicy avouch, 
that it was the Cazpenter's diſtempered con- 
ceipr, that brought himſelf to:rhis mif-for- 
tune. For ſtanding ingreat Fear ofa ſecond 
Noah's Floud,: which /out. of his own brats 
dick Phantafie, ke:had long timeconcented; 
to prevent all-enfumg danger;7he-had caulſ- 
101 MT, ed 


ed to be provided one Se tetet 
gs} 16 egy to hang. for Com: 


[14 ow all neceſſary. 
violence of ſuch an approching Inun» 
dation. This were they enforced, for peace 
fake s © C to; being neithet 
willing to incur his Diſpleafure, not croſs 
che Fury of his incorrigible humor. | This 
merry Relation changeth the caminon ped» 
ples Admiration into Laughter they ——_ 
che lache Carpenter, bernk theit —_— 
pang virdicate two Wantons fromdifho» 
Though he vow-:and fwear, they 
b_ vowed not to hear. That Bekſt.of 


heads will not credit this Beaſt of 0 
head. They applaud ths Je, nd air 
on him the Urtgrace.  - 

Thus was 4/yſor cheared, Nicholas cheat- 
ed, _—_ revenged,: John the Carpenter 
ookl, ond the Spectators 

ed. Nor is: it to be doubted; but if this 
Accident had .not ha Nicholas on: Als 
Gwinld have fs one arick or other,' to 
have delided the Carpenter, - enjoyed their 
Pleaſure, and evaded Danger. And none 
it my judgment more probable thari this 3 
to wit, that when this fup Deluge had þ 
I; not 


ww * _— th. od 


| 
; 
) 
| 
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not come web to - time limited, Nz- 
cho/az qut. of \ aro Zeal 
retended, bow by 


yers, Heavan's Brock dppeaſed.thy 
Cataradts ſtopped, and this univerſal Over- 
bythe till an other ſeaſon ſtayed. Teng 


Sev ard enjoy hang ay this Fay 


gs ” nd tvs Tak 


ſhall be in theſe Verſes &þpllh claſp. 
The Cloud's di _ ns Feud or _ = 


IRR 


ohn to hi# ci - 
_ Shee, perhaps, if Rag - 57 
ohn doth big 7 lou hung quch 


hd at ng 


did Tragh 47 hg atomich.. ;. blo 
__ SH) x: 1b min bd 


A Crpaipts ap wepor | Chaucers 
©. Prologue -to the Wike of 
_ Bath 1s Tale 


"This Engl oy Ages: our " 
le- Chanter , here 
4 in ar antient. Wife of 


Bah, Yer an Old Wives: Te yet not ſg 


old as true,” ſeeing her own £ 
had confirm'd, whatſoever her tongue ex- 
preſs'd: wherein ſhe draws the firſt occaſion 
of -her--diſcourfe;-from the” griefs which 
— a Married life : 3 being either 
of their preſent choice, rm, conſe- 

UE Pang change 3 or being depriv- 
ed of their choice , brings upon them new 
diſcontents, 


[61] TY 
diſcontents, ' by an' untowardly” chuingd | 
-Then ſhe diſourleth 'of the numbereFHe | 
bands which ſhe had ſinceher Twelvey 
.of Age. © Wherein, ſhe'preſſeth aw: 
ment againſtſuch , as - held/ opinion again 
By gamy. «YILF 


That ſithen Chzilt wene-never but onis 
To wedbing> in the Cane of -Galilex 86-- 
As if the ſhould fay, albeit Chriſt, who 
honoured Marriage with the very firſt Mi- 
racle that ever.he —_— upon Earth, 'ne- 
ver went' toany Wed ing ut once, ' and 
that in Caze of Galzlee, will you hence con- 
clude, that we are never to marry *more 
than once, and fo exclude Bigamy?*: 'S6 
might you infer -( yponlike conſequence) 
becauſe. Chriſt never ſcourged Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple but once, nor was 
tempted in the Defart (for ought Weread) 
but once, nor wept over Hieruſalew more 
than cnce, that neither facrilegiorus Symo- 
niſtsare more than once to be ſcourged, nor 
temptation more than once to be ſuffered, 
nor tears of compaſſion more than'onceto 
be tendred. Nay, to refell this erroneous 
Opinion, which, even ſome of the antient 
| Fathers 


{ [62] 
Fathers of the primitive Church: have with 
of Fathhath an; m fiore for her 
ownpurpole, which :ſhe borrows from che 
very Touchſione of Truth, the holy Scrip- 


ture. 

—»»* Jel.god amd man [236731 
7 7 ye pg 
Thou hat had fivehuſbands — 


;  Whence ſhe proves, that in thoſe dajes 
there was no ſuch reſtraint, but that it was 
tfual and lawful for any one to marry after 
the Deceaſe of their Husband :: Albeit,we 
find jt commended by Apoſtolical Authori- 
«Fags recommended to Polterity, That 

ole - only were 'to: be honoured for Wi- 
dows; who were Widows indeed. True 
it is, that in: this place here alledged by our 
Wife of Bath, this Samaritan was reproved, 
not for that ſhe had married five Husbands, 
but for that after. their Deaths, ſhe had ta- 
ken her ſelf to ane who wasnother Hus- 
band 5 with whom, till then, ſhe had lived 
without remorſe of Conſcience in all Incon- 
tinence: . Albeit, that any one. ſhould: be 
relirained to a prefript number _— of 

ives 


} 


ot to jolt C—_—_ upon tha dz 
= Text,nor to play Schole-Divine wy 
would ill beſheiibcids of her 
uſe of a Teb#i 'moze caſio: 


her purpoſe. : 
But well e 
we; Ju oats ex belle 8 


ES as 


She could find in her heart tomuliply in 

— as well ” hi var re Cas eg he 
nds of Marriage ſhe obſerves, andthis 

embraceth with ſo free:admittance, as her 
Age muſt not deprive her of hope to murtel- 
' ply: Husbands therefore ſhe holds neceſ- 
fary Aſſociates in all Ages; as well for Re- 
creation as Procreation ; being for their 
Love to leave whatſoever they moſt tender- 
ly love, Paxemal Love is excluded, where 
Wedlock is admitted. Neither, Bigamy , 
nor OGogamy (if Wives become their Hus- 
bands Survivers): are tobe queſtioned. The 
laſt is no ſooner committed to carth, thana 
new one is to. be ſought for on earth. Love 
and Youth, no. nos Age, if it have a Colts 


tooth, 
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tooth, canconverſe with Ghoſts and Gobs 
lins. "This ſhe confirms by Inſtance. Wore 


DE Er 
Js would Sod it leful were to me 
Tobe refrethed halſeſoofte as he. 
. She holds it an honour to encreaſe in 
this Number; arid by variety to allay fati- 
ety. Whence, ſhe reflets upon her. own 


former eſtate, and highly j ys in her inter- 
change of choyce. q; 


Bleſſed be God, J have had five TIT 
Df which J have pyked out the belt 


Both _— nether purſe, andeke "Ore 


She provides liey ſelf of a Husband to fit 
every ſenſe, that ſhe might more ſenſibly 
enjoy what ſhe did by all likelihood mo 

That ſhe mighe attain the end, 'ſhe 
neglects not the means : No Procreation 
without Action. - She holds tt fit therefore 
to ſhare in his Ability of Perſon, as well as 
Fortune. And becauſe PraQtice begets Per- 
fection, ſhe 'loves ever to be-mure: She 
finds far more Advantage in I than 

clay ; 


10 I 
delay; Her old Husband muſt no ſooner be 
diſpatch'd, than a new one muſt be catch'd : 
Thus is ſhe ever mated and matched. 


Df five hugsbands ſcolynge am | 
Welcome the lixte whenever £ (hail dy. 


The thought is taken : All fleſh is mor- 
tal ; but of /all' flefh,; ſhe would have none 
more mortal than her husbands. She would 
ever have her. aged Husband look like 
Death's-head 3 mean time, her ſage Admo- 
nitions are never wanting ,. to bid him re- 
member his end. Eife 1s but a Trouble; 
but of all others, fhe is moſt troubled with 
his Life. Thus diQates ſhe of her Husband's * 
Pilgrimage z which, by how much the ſhor- 
ter, it 1s for her all the better. A new 
Change is' her Royal Exchange: Nor is 
the Market, ſo ſcarce, but ſhe hopes to fic 
her turn with a new Choice. Meantime, 
you may hence perceive, that ſhe would' 
have her Husband's Life of any Stuff ra- 
ther than Perpetrano or Sempiternum. Like 
2 charitable Wife, ſhe could wiſh with all 
her heart that his Soul were at reſt, while 
ſhe were left to the Cares of the World and 
the Fleſh ; for both which, ſhe would ſo 
. F ſeaſ0n- 


[66] 
ſcaſonably provide, that as Fort 
her late Husband $ Providence ha et- 
ently furniſh Aber for the ane ,lo rods Up 
take ec care that ſhe 1 bes not famiſh' 
in the other; This ſhe confirms; not; only 


with her own pile _”T by Paofhlich 
Doctrine. 


Foz chan the Ipoſiel faith; that I aim 


To wedbs a  godeſhalfe; where itlive 
- me &E. T5 )f; 


This likewiſe ſhe ſtren athens, to, 'piv6 
freer ſcope to. her. own..A ectzons, with a 


freſh current of new Inſtances. Iv 
_— Finn! me though folks ſay vi 


Of Qeewod Lameth,and of his bigamy?%c 


Here ſhe makes a Rehearſal of ſundry 
perſons (and ſome of them antient holy Pa 
triarchs, as Abrahazs and:FJacob) who ha 
divers wives: and in the end, proceeds fax: 
ther, diſcourſing ofthe ſtate 'of Virginity; 
which was recommended-by way.of Coun: 
ſe], and no expreſs Frecepts by the Apoſtle; 
concluding :\ | 

De 


| 


[67] 


De ſaid, thereof precept had he none | 
Men1nayxountat! ea woman'to be an; .; 
But counſatling is no commaundement 
De put it in our; own judgement... ,- - 


\Toall which, ſhe addeth this enforcing 
Reaſon : 


Foz had God commaynded maidenhede 
mnt he dampned wedding out of. 


\ Virginity! to/have- the proeddeney: IS 2d 
mitted, but not 'that' Wedlock ſhould'ibe 
tejedted. Fo livea: Virgh'is an extraord#- 
nary 'gift'* This, ſhe" acknowledgeth, Her 
weakneſs could never attain't6.” The'tſe 
of. this Doctrine He the. thus SPY 
unto Her ſets * * 


- hpecoten awife ye wiv meleve- - 

[ ce; ſo it, be not to.rep2e 

To wedde me; if that my make die . - 
Without exception.of bigamie, me 


This Dodtrtnefthe 2 proves, Gr it relifh- 
&h fiveetly 'to her -Þ Patat. Yea- but hence 
"there ariſeth 4ngther Objedtion 3 ; Tt is not 
good to touetr: 2 woman.*' Fo whick ſhe 

F 2 anſwers 


[58] 
anſwers ; not inordinately or licentiouſly : 


Fo peril is; both fire and tow to aſſem- | 


It is good for young Folk to avoid occa- 
ſion ; for it is that which breeds a Contagi- 
on. The Fire of Fancy needs no Oyl to 
inflame it, nor any other Fewel to feed it, 
than Opportunity, which never comes un- 
invited, True it 1s (faith ſhe) that many 
there are who can live Maidens all their 
daies; and theſe prefer Chaſtity before any 
man's Society : And much good may it do 
them. For my own part, I find noſuch 
ſtrength in my ſelf; my Frailty requires a 
Fellow-helper. 


- Foz well ye ktjow, a lozdein his houſhold 
ath nat every veſſel all of gold ” 
ben of fre. p 


All be not of one teniper in their diſpoſi- 
tion, though of one Mould in reſpe& of 
their compoſition. All are not to be Lil- 
lies of Chaſtity ; for ſoinſhort time ſhould 
the world become a Deſare. Veſſels there 
are in one Houſe of different Metals and: 
Tempers ; yet thoſe which are of the con- 

_ temptibleſt 


LI 


= tk Was, MW -oec RVW,. 3» 


—_— I = 


* og} —M 
temptibleſt ſubſtance, are for uſe and ſer- 
VICE. ; 

Uirginite is great perfection 
And continence eke, 

Some of our antient Fathers have compa- 
red Virginity to Gold, Continence to Sil- 
ver : Both of excellent eſteem , albeit the 
former incomparably to be preferred before 
the later. But all have not the gift of Cha- 
ſtity, I mean, of Virgin-purity. Many 
thingsare in holy Writ unto our Obſervance 
offered and recommended, which are not 
expreſily obſerved. Other things: there 
are by expreſs Precept to ſome more eſpeci-. 
ally commended _ commanded, whereof 
others may ſeem to be freed and exempted, 
at leaſt, not ſo ſtraitly injoyned. 


—— Chill, that of perfection is well 
Badde not every wight he Gould go ſell 
Ill that ye had 


He was a young man to whom Chriſt gave 
this Command ; one neither charged with 
Family nor _ And inhim, direct- 
ing his ſpeech to all ſuch, as were reſolv'd 
to leave the world , and retire from all 

F 3 earthly 
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earthly cares, :that they might attain Per; 
fection, by inuring themſelves in theſe Ta- 
bernacles of Clay, to an Angelica] Conver- 
ſation. Theſe were with 41aryto be ſpecu- 
latively affected; mean timethoſe Aartha's, 
who were troubled about many things, 
were not for their provident Care in dome- 
ſtick affairs, altogether condemned. Both 
in their degrees being reſpectively appro- 
ved. | . 


J woll beſtow the flower of all myn age 
Jn theacs and fruit of marriage. 


She will loſe no time. .. Let others be. 
Saints for her 3 ſhe knows what. ſhe was 
made for : Theſe Members (faith ſhe) of 
Generation , were not made only for emil- 
ſion and evacuation, but likewiſe for Con- 
ception and Procreation 3; Nor only for di- 
{tinction ſake, to know Male from Female , 
but that Male ſhould be known by Fe- 


male. 


Why 


1 
Sn 
b 
2 
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Uihy Gould men elſe inher bokes ſet 
hg m_ Gould yeld to his wife her 


Noty pwherewith uid ye pay his pay= 


men 
Ik he ne uſed his ſely inſtrument, 


Husbands are to: give their wives due be- 
nevolence 3 bnt how ſhould 'they receive 
their Benevolence, if they wanted the' in- 
ſtrumental means? There was nothing made 
in vain, much leſs that main and principal 
Point, without which, to this wanton wi- 
dow, all the world were not worth a Point. 


"True it is, atid ſhe 'confelleth it, that there 


have been many' Saints, who have led all 
their Lives -in perfect Chaſtity ; and ſhe is 
ſo far from envying their Virginity, asſhc 
highly honours their Memory 3 yet mult 
they give her leave to take another courſc, 
for fear ſhe ſhould do worſe : Their Ati- 
ons muſt not be her Example. 


ne with bzede of pure whete be 
: 
Jndler us wines eat barly bzedde. ' 


Virgins are to be fed with Purcſt Man- 
F 4 chct, 


[72] 
chet,becauſe their Degree is higheſt;Wives 
with Barly Bread, becauſe their condition 
1s lower ; yet ſo ſhe may enjoy here what 
ſhe moſt like, ſhe cares not much though 
herreward be leſs when the later Harveſt 
COMES, 


Withbarly bzed, Marke tell can 


Dur lozd Jeſu refreſhed many a man. 


All muſt not eat pure Manchet ; nor all 
attain a Virgin-ſtate : This is her Reſolu- | 


tion. 


Fn ſuch a ſtate as God hathcleped us 
F woll perſever, J nam not pzecious 


In wifehode woll J uſe myn inſtrument 
Is frely as my maker yathit ſent. 


She conſtantly holds to her old Tenet : 
She was not made for a Maid. What ſhe 
hath receiv'd, muſtbe as freely us'd. She 
expects both her Morn and Even Benevo-- 
lence : She hopes to beſtead her ſelf of 
ſuch a man, as will out of his Honeſty or 
civil Curtſie, pay his Debt. Neither will 
ſhe for her part be altogether unthankful , 
as he wipes off the old Score, he may begin - 


-| new. : = ; 
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$ > 
7 | In huſband woll J have J woll not let 3 
: ma "1 be both my dettour and my 
t | Indhave his tribulacion with all 
Upon 4s 22th, while hat Jam As wie 
I haue the power During all my life 
Upon hits pzoper body, andnat'he., 
Right thus the apoſtle tolde to me 
And bad our huſbonds foz to loue us well 


| All this ſentence me liketh every dell, 


She means to fit her ſelf of an Husband 
both for Ability and Conformity to pleaſe 
her mind. He muſt give her due benevo- 
tence and become enthralled to her ſervice. 
She expeats homage and fealty from him, 
which ſhe means to requite with ſome tribu- 
lation upon his Fleſh. She will confirm her 
Aﬀection with freſh remembrances of Cor- 
retion: Whoſoever wears the Doublet , 
ſhe means to wear the Breeches. This bra- 
ving humor of hers was to Life deſcribed 
by our modern Poet : 


Great's her Awbition, though her Size be 


ſmall 3, 
Give but a Wench her will, and ſhe has all. 


Sove- 
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Soveraignty ſhe will have, and fiich a do- 
mineering power over his captive body.as 
the Mare muſt prove the better Horſe. This 
ſhe makes good not only by her own pri- 
vate Opinion, nor any Fabulous Fradition; 
but (to her own Gloſs ) Apofftolical Do- 
&rine : Thus picks ſhe out the Rernel.rake 
the Shell who hſt. So as methinks ſhe very 
nearly refembles her humor, who, like a 
ſprightly - Bride, hearing thoſe words of 
Matrimony, to Serve, Dbey, Love and 
Donour, fo hardly digeſted them, . as ſhe , 
willed the Miniſter to go no farther, tilkſhe 
had conſidered. better of. the 'matger z 
Whence the Poet, in the perſon of thismes - * 
tall d Girle 3 : | | 


Two laſt I like ;, to do the firſter two 
T ſhall not have the Patience I vow. 


Whilſt this jolly Wife of Bath thus de- 
ſcants on her own Command, intending, as 
you have heard, to make her next Husband 
her Slave : 


CO 


ſtert the Pardoner, and that anon - 
How dais qd he, by God AD ip Co 
[1] | 


Pe bena noble peechourinehiscaas ]-:. .- 
J was about to wedde a vaife;glas :{: 
Fane, (one J bye it on my fleſh ſo 
Pet had Jlever wedno wifeto yere.'  -. 
This commanding Dame ftartles her Hea+ 
. rers 5 and will cauſe this poor Pardoner air 


|: fiver his Miniſter, as ſometimes: a young 


 manfanſfver.d upon like 'occafion : Who, 
| being to ſtand as Godfather fora Child.ind. 


Y -to anſwer for it at: the Fount, was asked, 


Doſt thou forſake the Devil and all bis Works, 
| &c. (as 1sinthe words of Baptiſm) anſwer- 
ed in behalf of the Child, 1 forſake ther 
all. The very ſame day, this young man was 
to be married, and being by the Miniſter 
demanded , Doſt thou take this Woman to 
thy married Wife £ &c, Imagining belike; 
- that he was then anſwering in the perſon of 
the Child, to forſake the Devil and all lus 
works , preſently replied , 7 forſake ther 
all. While the Pardoner, poor man, ſtands 
thas perplexed, fearing he need take up:no 
| other 


[76] 
other Croſs, than his Wife, if his Fortune 
be to cope with ſuch a Whipſter as this 71- 


YAagos 


Ibide qd Ge, my tale is not begon 
Nay, thou ſhalt dainke of another ton 8c. 


The Pardoner had thought the worſt 
was paſt ;- but ſhe had another Brewing for 
him, worſe than the firſt z and this muſt 
have a ſtronger taſt of the bitter Hop of 
Tribulation. Her own Experience, as ſhe 
confeſſeth , had ſufficiently furniſhed her 
for matter of Diſcourſe upon the troubles 
and afflitions which accompany Marriage ; 
nevertheleſs, for ſo much as moſt part of 
men are more induced by Examples than 
Reaſons, ſhe means to enlarge her ſelf in 
that kind, 


F02 J Gall tell enſamples mo than ten 
Uhoſo wol not beware by other men 
By him (hall other men cozrected be 
Thele ſame wozdes waiteth Ptolome 


An excellent Sentence of Ptolomy in his 
Aſtrological obſervations 3 He that will not 
be warned by others,ſhal be a warning unto 


others. Though others harmes cannot _ 
im 


k 
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him beware , . the harm. which he .incur 
ſhall beget in others a more circumſpet 
care: his folly ſhall make others wiſe, his 
weakneſs others more wary. - 


Dame J wol p2ay you; if your will were 
Daid this Pardoner, as ye began 

Tel fozth your tale, ſpare foz no man 
Ind teche us young men of your pzactike, 


This Pardoner being a_young man, and 
deſirous to be inſtructed in that Honoura- 
ble State, to which in ſhort time, he purpo- 
ſeth to addreſs himfelf, craves her DireQi- 
on, whereto ſhe inclines. | 


Gladly (qd ſhe) if it may you like 

But that J pzay to all this company | 

X that J ſpeke after my fantaſy 
takethnot a grefe— 


She eaſily gives way to his requeſt,” pro- 
vided, hab an of A her —_ take 
diſtaſt at ought ſhe ſhall ſay ; being now 
to ſpeak freely, and after her own Phanta- 
ſie, purpoſely to paſs time away : After 
which "ae #> 2. ſhe proceeds to this 
her pleaſant Relation. . 


- Now 


==: - PROVO 
a WOALY, tell fozth my. tale 
drinke wine oz ale 
. Tho huſbonds that J 


D 
yz of hem vere god, and (owe 


i mrevien Afredl the tumber of & 
Husbands, with their Difpofitions, yea,ahd 
Conſtitutions t0O, -As appearsafter : '' i 


The thte god men were res and olde ; 
$ might they the Fares helde .. 
Fn which they were-bounden unto me . 
Pe wot —— what I meane e of this 
par SEE $397 ff FF 


As if the ſhould fay, he "wer ris 
Poſleſſions, bur of cold Conſtitutions. : 
ture was decay'd in them'z they could” not 
perform the Dues of Marriage. Their fleeps 

were too long, and their Benevolence too 

ſhort 3 This was her meaning, ſhe _ no- 
clearer Expolition. | 


Is 
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7 ta 155 
ge I ugh whan,F 
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ſwinke 
But b lhe of it is 
Ther TE v I rode of 4b 9 
0 C 


They wanted: not their Curtain-LeCtutes ; 
being far Herr tay ht than fed. , Pirrid | 
was ect \ when ſhe humored their old 
Chops,. and” "uſed all diligence to win theit 
Love; not; Aa . good Morlet, but they: kad 
their part 3 "but this was Befbre they Fatred 
Stakes. "The world is alter'd from What it 
"_ mo have now infeoffed her inthe 


and ASE es 
hs wo Riad Fete -were pali to hex 


and hers for ever ; mimuch 3. as pd 
they have arrived to the Happineſs to have 
ſurviv'd her, i they could hardly recover 
their Thirds; Now ſhe holds it loſt la- 
bour to ſtrive to pleaſe , where no Profic 
can ariſe. 


We [80] A | 

What, Suid I take kepe hem foz 6 | 

But if it were foz my pzofite and myn 
ba 


eaſ | 
ſet hem ſo a wozke by my faie 
That many a night they ſongen wel 
awaie. | 
They never laygh't till their hearts ak'd 
before they were married. She ſets them 
their Task, and every night they were to 
renver an rump One, this their un- 
| Marriage,they might ſing Care away ; 
Now "Re change the Burden of their 
Song to Well away; for well it cannot be 
whkihem before their dying-day. 


The bacon was not fet foz hem J trowe Þþ 
That ſonte men haye in Efler at Don- 
 mowe. | 
The old Proverb was this : 
He that 3s not with Penitence taken 


For that he married not before, or married 
20, 

May challenge a Flitch of Eſſex Bacon, 

And carve his Morſel in the Cow of Donmow 


But theſe poor Snakes of hers were far 
from 


| ST ws 
| from challengingany property in cither.For 

T their Marriage had brought -autno good'ef- 
fect in them,: but only Repentance.:Rough 
were her Salutes,” .Bare her Cammons, cold 
her Comforts. So farwere-they from Com- 
mand, as their Lives WEreA continued {]a- 
very: SD 


J governed heil foWell afiee my laws: 

That CER of them full bl al was ant 
fa rorag? Friend: 

To þzing me gay things fro che favze -» 

we were full fain whey El _ hem. 
aire. , 13335 $3; 7. Y 


Fair words make F cel lj Ttis trite 
hat the Paet' ſometimes ſang* 


; ith Price or Prager the hardeſt Rs #5 worn, 
Which Age —_ , when nonght elſe can be 


- "dome d 


"Theſe" aped Fo decreple* Hiusbands of 
hers, muſt tupply their want of due bene- 
'olence with boutityand-benificence. : One 
omfortable-ſmile; or n= mobiiieare the 
eadieſt Keys: t6:-unlock.: theſe-'old merys 
u fts.To theFays yoltgen rachercreep; 
ut of necellity;they.m __ hoc theDe- 


vil 


Wi 
drives. Where their only butmeſs'is to nl 
ry Favour with: commanding:Dame, b 

purchace. of aFayring..:: Other. means t 

want to purchiſe their Peace; they purt | 
poſe therefore to buy it- atany Price. Cont 
terit is worth a Crown;_/and. [itt muſt coft 
them a Crown, but they will procure'one 
minute of Content, And that, S, the longel 

ity xp 


Leaſe they camp 


4» vs Fre”; 


Ve wiſe wives that can underſtonde . 
Thus Haid ve: [peke; "m1 gee hem " 
honde:! |: : 1HEETEDES 
Fot halfe ſo bot Idly were can no man 

Dwereand ]ye,asa woman can. 


An exceltege Commendation for her 6Wh 
Sex! And confirmed by a Tragick | Poctels 
| of © our own, in-theſe words: [ERTIES 


PIN are leaſt of Goods, "us ef of Foil 
Their beſt are ; wor ſe than men, bo ett worſt than 
: Devils, | S : d; fd 


Truths, they hiay takes bold with'thett- 
ſelves ;'alber;no modeſt ni6rigentile Spith, 
(unlchs they ſweat in Swermim's Suryhedh) 
canfind irtheirheare' tothtow ſack Af pe 
D—_—_ onthem, "Buromittingithis, you hal 
here 


A 
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here percerve that this wife of Bath, out of 


her grounded Experience, like a judicious 
Schole-Miſtreſs to all young married wives, 
begins her LeQture ; where the informs them 
how to demean themſelves in their ſeveral 
places. Free and friendly is-her Advice, 
accept it who hiſt ; thus (he proceeds. 


I wile woife (hall if that the can her 
- | 


Bere him1t honde the coweis woode 
Ind eake witneſfſe of her owne mayde 
Df her aſſent : | 


A twofold ' Expoſition: may be-drawn 
from theſe Lines. -Firſt, If -the good-wife 
defire to put Money 'in ter-Purſe, the will 
pretend ,-for want of Grain, or fome other 
vendible Commodity, thatiher Cow is'run 
mad, and that ſhe hathifold'her'to the But* 
cher for little or-nothmng; purpoſely to pre- 
vent/danger 3 -mean time fhe-converts the 


benefit of this pretended Bargain to her 
ſelf, and ſo: cheats her Husband. Or elle 
thus 3 She hath appoitited a meeting with a 
private Friend, -towhom'ſhe can well ſpare 
a Morſel, when her Husbandiſces not 3 And 
uy the place -of this meeting/i9the 'Byer, or 
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where her Kine lie 3 where to prevent hcr 
Husband's Repair, and free their amorous 
Embraces from all ſuſpicious Fear,ſhe feigns | 
her Cow tobe wood, which ſhe makes good 
by her Maid's Aftent, whois ready to juſti- 
fie her Dames Speech : She wills him there- 
fore to be wary that he come not there, leſt 
he receive ſome hurt. Which Fetch is not 
much unlike that of hers,who deſirous to do 
a Courtefie to a Friend, but out of all hope 
. to get opportunity for effecting what ſhe 
did ſo much defire ; at laſt ſhe remembred, 
how there was nothing in the world more 
terrible to her Husband, than a Bear 3 by 
which means ſhe fitted her ſelf of what ſhe 
moſtlov'd, by affrighting him with what he 
moſt fear'd. This trick therefore ſhe plays 
him,with conſent of her Sweet-heart,whom 
ſhe preferr'd before him. She contraGs 
with her Friend to: cover his Servant in a 
Bear's Skin, and tie him near to that pri 
vate place where they had appointed, and 
which the poor Wittal himſelt no leſs ſuſpe- 
cted. . Up he mounts, but as quickly de 
ſcends; for the terrible ſight ofthis coun; 
terfeit Bear drove from his memory the 
conceit of all other Fear, which the Ept 

grammatilt 
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grammatiſt no leſs pleaſantly weaves up , in 
this manner. 


A wily Wench there was ( as T have read ) 
Who us'd to Capucom her Hysband”s bead; 
Which he ſuſpe& ing, lay in private wait, 
To catch the Knave, andk eep his Wiſe more 
ratt 
But ht in vain 3 they day by day did mate it, 
Tet conld his four Eyes never take then at it, 
This ſubtil Wench perceiving how they ſl.ould 
At laſt prevented be, do all they could : 
For zow Jtaltan-/zke, her Hwsband grew 
Horn-mad, Iwis, and kept her in a Mew 5, 
Invent'd aTrick, which to accompliſh better, 
Unto her Friend ſhe cloſely ſent a Letter, 
And thus it was; Friend, you ſhall know 
by me | 
My Hwsband keeps me far more narrowly 
Than he was wont ;, ſo as totell you true, 
Tor cannot come to me, nor I to gor. 
Tet ſpite of his Eyes, and as many more, 
Wee'l uſe thaſe Pleaſures which we 1s'd before < 
Only be wiſe, and ſecond what I wiſh ; 
Which to expreſs ( my Friend ) know this it ics 
My Husbaxd, as he hates the Yoqn to wear, 
Of all the Badges forth, ſo fears he ti Beer, 
G = 
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More than all other Beaſts which. do frequent 
The Heathy Forelt's ſpatious Continent. 
If thou wilt right me then, and pepper him, 
Cover thy Servant in a falſe Bear's Skin : 
And come to morrow as thou as d before, 
Txing thy Servant to my Chamber door, 
After this quaint Diredion he attir'd 
His man in Bear-skin, as ſhe had defir'd : 
Entring tie Chamber, he received is 
With many a Smile, Eack-fal, and ſweetned 
For they're ſecure of all that was before, 
Having a ear, that kept the. Bulfe from 

D92e. | 


The Wittal Feol no _-_ Inchling had, 

Then up the Stairs he ran as he were mad : 
But ſezing none but th* Bear to entertain kim, 
Of Horns he never after did complain him. 


I have here ſet down this Conceit to the 
full, becauſe it hath ſuch near reſemblance 
to this part of Chancer's Tale : Wherein 
we proceed. | 


-—— But herkneth how J ſayde. 
Dir old Ueynarde,ts this thyn aray 
Thy is mine neighbours wife ſo gay ? 

| | The 


The firſt inſtruction; ſhe: gave you 
Wites, was, how. to, Gull their Husban 
and how. they, were to cram their Pur 
with nimble. cheats , or enjoy an amoroys 
choice. Now like a domineering Houſe 
wife, ſhe tells them , how: they muſt .twit 
their Husbands, if their Neighbours Wives 
goo trimmer or neater than they. As 1f ſhe 

ould fay, What Sir Kazzard,ye fox-skin'd 
Chufte, muſt I come behind ſuch a Goffip 
for faſhion? Muſt I Snayl-like , keep ſt1l] 
under roof, while thou goes a Ranging to 
thy Neighbour's houſe, and neighs A thy 
Neighbour's Wife ? You Sir, may whiſper 
a wanton; Tale in the car of fuch a Vad, 
and you. muſt not be reproved ? Nay Sir 
Lecher, you mult be in all. your amoxops 
ations approved ? Mean time, if I Sea 
Goflip ora Friend, without conceit of 11] , 
Tauſt be chid, while you, Sir, come recling 
| home, upbraiding me, that I play wanton 
in ſuch an houſe , or diſhonour you. in ſuch 
a place. Every Ale-bench mult be, the 
Stage where you a& my diſgrace ; where 
ſometimes, you revile me, for my poverty 3 
or elſe Cipdrage me for my Parentage 3 or 
if my deſcent be above yours, you tax me 
keg G 4 of 


as 1... TT 
of pride, and tell me , high blood ever 
ſparkles for good Cloathes. Sometimes my 
mirth mads you, otherwhiles my melancho- 
ly diſtra&ts you. If I be fair, my fort is 
half wonne, my chaſtity cannot hold out 
long 3 .every opportunity tempts me, every 
light Aflailant taints me. Some, you fay, 
chuſe us for Portien, others for Prcportt- 
on 3 ſome for Beauty and ontward Feature, 
others for Breeding and Behaviour 3 ſome 
for Afﬀability , others for Agility 3 ſome 
for pure and dainty hands, others for ſmall 
/ enazur'd Arms All which, you fay, are 
Lures to Luſt, and keep the High-Road to 
the Devil's Court. Again, if I be foul, 
4 Why then I turn common Haxter ; Iwill ne- 
ver want for Trading : As fairForts are 
won by long Siege; ſo we that are foul, 
will rather lay ſiege unto others, than not 
be won. Spaniels are not more fawning , 
than we are fancying. He were a mean 
Perſonage we could not affect, and this 
were our comfort, * She is a black Crab 
that can find:no Mate: Though our choice 
be not ſo worthy, we ſhall find one Gander- 
gooſe or other to fitour Fancy. | 


Thus 
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Thus ſaif thou lozel, whan thou goelt 
0 Wh: 

That no wiſe man nedeth foz to wed, 


A ſtrange kind of Even-ſong 3 when the 
day is ſpent in ranging , and the Evening 
in railing. Doeſt thou think, Lorel , 
that to go to heaven by a Wife, is to go by 
Bow and not by String 2 Well Sir, I hope to 
ſee you go by the String, and then your 
way will be readier. You fay, a dropping, 
ſmoaky heuſe and a chiding wife will cauſe 
a man fly out of his houſe. What will a 
dropping Noſe do, you Ice-Ickle you ? You 
fay, Wives havethe Trick to diflemble and 
ſhrond their Vices, yea, and colour them 
too with fair Pretences, as if they were ſpe- 
"cial Vertues; But'Wocd that ſhines moſt, 
1s moſt commonly leaſt ſound': We can 
find time to fit you with a Peny-worth,and 
make your Ears look through your Night- 
cap, after the new Faſhion: And what of 
all this ? We leave (T hope ) ſufficient for 
your queaſie Stomachs,when all this is done. 
Again, like a Proverbial old Dettrel, you 
ſay, that not only for Oxen, Aftes, Horles, 

and Hounds, but even Baſons, Lavers , 
| Spoons, 
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Spoons,Stools,Pots,8 other Veſlels,men uſe 
6 try them, before they buy. them;wheteas, 
Wives muſt not be tryed, till they cannot 
deny it 3. being. to be wedded. before they 
be Bedded.  Heyday! 1s your Spirit 1o 
Coltiſh? It ſeems, if your Judgment might 
paſs, or ſtand for a Decree, you would try 

fore you married, and fo take occaſion to 
repent before you needed.: Neither will 
theſe untowardly humors content you, . but 
they muſt yet run on worſer Extreams. Your 
Doltſhip will not ſtick to ſay, how nothing 
difpleaſeth me more, than not to hear my 
Reauty praiſed, my leſs than ordinary parts 
admired ; Nay, I am diſcontent forfooth , 
when you look not Babies in mine Eyes,and 
fame my Beauty in evety place 3 Again, if 
you za. not 2a ſolemn Feaſt on my Birth- 
day, with preparation of Luſcious Fare for 
your Guelts,: of Sumptuous Attire for my 
ſelf, a free and friendly Welcom to all, eſpe- 
cially to my Nurſe, whom you muſt that day 
highly honour, and the Criſp-hair d Wag 
that attends me in my Chamber,with all my 
Fathers Folk and his Allies, you are out of 
my Books far ever. 


Thus 


| UReN-- 


Thus (ailt/thou old! barel:full of lieg;> 

Ind yet of our p2entile Jenkin -- -/ 

F82 his cxiſp heer, Giningas;:goldcfine.: 

And LE he ſquireth me both yp MM: - 
une 

Paſt thou caught a falſe ſuſpectioun- - 

I wolt hin nat, —— 


1 Des Sir, you wiſe the Liberty of: your: KY 
vuh Tongue; yea, m r prentioe/}e#:- 
| kin cannot be le ree romgour: ealouſi Ker 
-Suſpition. . ({fT at any time uſe him forthe 
Squire of 'my Body, or to Uſher: me inthe 
-{treets : :Your: yellow humour - interprets 
this to: be too: much” familiarity,: and that 
Jexkzn muſt become Father-of yourProge- 
ny. No Sir, -you ſhall know that! Tam-aiot 
| brought to that low ſail, but if-you ſhonld 
. dye tomorrow, I conld-make- choice of a 
 ſtatelierMinion than Jer-k3z.. | But tolet'this 
paſs, how is it, - you old-muſty Dotard , 
that with a-ſorrow you. hide the' keys: of 
your Cheſts from-me 3:have i not a proper- 
ty 1n ,your- goods afwel as .you 2: Do 7 
mean to make an Ideot of me? 


Thou 


[92] 
Thou ſhalt nat both though thou were 
wod- 


Be mailter of my body and of my god 
How is it Sir , that you ſometimes pro- 
miſed with your body to honour me , and 
with'all your worldly goods to endow me, 
and that now with the firſt you diſhonour 
- me, and for the later ( like a Devil in the 
Vault) you lock them from me? I think 
Sir, if it were in your power, you would 
| lock me up in your Cheſt too, but that's 
above your cunning. Had you but ſo muck 
wit in your Sage Sconce, you would rather 
in this ſort demean your ſelf towards me, 
. & Good wife,go where you liſt;diſport your 
< ſelf where you pleaſe, mine ear is open to 
* no Tales; my knowledge hath given me 
«that approvement of you, as I cannot ſuſ- 
* ſpect you. For I mult tell you, we women 
cannot endure that any one ſhould queſticn 
us where we live, or whom we love;where 
wegad, or when we Goſlip. Of all men 
bleſt be that ſaying of the wiſe Aſtrologer 
Ptolomy', who drew this concluſion from 


the Depth of his Philoſophy. 
| Df 


Of all men his wiſedome is the beſt-:77 
That recketh not who haththe wozld fy 

His condition is the happieſt , who'for 
Afﬀairs of this world is indifferenteſt. This 
Sentence here this Goodwife uſeth,” purs 
poſely to withdraw her Husband from ih- 
termedling in his own Eſtate; and abſolutes 
ly to inveft her felf in it.  As1f ſhe ſhould 
ſay, You Sir, that have the one Foot mthe 
Grave already, how is it that you incumber 
your mind ſo much with things tranſitory? 
you have enough for your time ;/ ſhake 
hands with the world , ſeeing the world 
hath now ſhaken hands with you. Leave 
the care of theſe Buſinefle sxo me. Neither 
dolT only ſpeak this in behalf of your tempo- 
ral Eſtate, but in delights of your *Bed. 
What if another take a Shive of your cut .- 
Loaf; muſt this trouble you?*Donbtnor, 
Good man, but. you ſhall have enough left 
to ſerve your turn. He 1s too too envieus; 
that cannot endure another ſhould light bis 
Candle at his Larithorn. - 'This, neither lefv 
ſens your Light; nor the other weakens 
your delight. +: 2 bil 10h; wh 
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Thottfaielt aiſo;thar if wemake us gay 
axnchclothes,- 02 withpeeagous array 
That it is peril of our chaſkite &c, 


1: Beſides, all this, -_ lay.'Sir, if we go 
gayi, we muſt needs be .pameſom. We can- 
not: be 'neat, but we do it to. get a new 
Mate : And this you ſtrengthen with an A- 
poſtolical Exhortation, © Array your ſelves 
Mucomely Apparel, with Shamefaſineſs. and 
odeſiys 0b with broided hatr, or Gold, or 
Peels, ror cafHy ' Apparel ;'but as becometh 
warmer that prafeſs the fear of God. It ſeems, 
ydr'are an excellent Text-man for your 
own purpoſe...” But I muſt not grow out of 
bove with-my ſelf; for your Cenfture. I mean 
not-tobe taughb by your Text; nor to make 
yourRubrick my Rule, .[; | 
$8ll org ch as inoch as a Gnatte 
Thou ſaielt allo, . J; was like a Catte, 
1)-Comly "Compariſons! - You ſay afleck- 
Skinm'd 'Cat will ever goa Caterwawing ; 
the cannot abide keeping at home. No more 
will T' (foro you apply1t) 1muſtneeds be 
thewineg:my:gay Cloaths, there 'is:noreme- 
dy; for Pride cannot endure: to/attenda 
Fattdiby. Dir 
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Never play. .the Fool. ho to. thi th 
Jour TJealouttiecan prevent Opportunity.” 


_ 


50 Fealoufie Calrever tPtifhrevert, T6 
there as. two,parties once befull content./ 


- For hid you'as lay Foe as Ariſton" 

| 86H; "the knndred-ey #»s,'T es 
find'one Drivhedriothess to hs you,  atid'UH- 
ſtinguiſh Four Coir pak Grene! 


Thou ſafeſt eve, that ben» 
The which: troubleth aldthis. þ+:9% de ag 


- 'Witie' 4s farious, an Hh Anep Ki 
Serous; "hilt'a Woman, ; you 'fay, of ;all 
-others moſt malicic IS. <a,you have 6ther / 
PtoVverbi: "Referblances, * thich, / ir Fil 
wil joht, are Ke Your wiſe Parables: 5 Mon 
in you compare' a 'Wontan S Love; to H 
'EVErT "raging to barren ;Land, no _ 
og AliGhic water, thirſty "and 

g 3 to Wild-Fire, ever burning, Wy de- 
fog to conſume whatſoever is combuſti- 
1Þfe, or apt for kindling : You fay likewiſe, 


as 
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as. Trees are decayed by Worms, ſo are 
| s by their Wives, But truth is, 
if we trouble you at Board, fuch feeble Lo- 
els as you;trouble us as little in Bed. 


LoBdings, right thus as ye haue under- 
Bare J ſtifily mine old huſbandon hond. 


Oft-times would I twit them with - thefe 
and ſuch like Speechs, which (asT preten- 
ded) were uſually bolted forth, by them, 
when they were drunk ; and two Wit- 
neſſes hadT in readineſs to juſtifie their A- 
buſe,my jolly Jerkzz,and my Neece.Oh how . 
f could ſet my Countenance to frown and 
lowr, and ſell ſtore of Powtsfor nothing 1 
was never in my. right home, . but when I 
was out of Tune ; I could whine,and plain, 
Whey I felt but little Pain. | Mean time, 
he that came firſt to Mill, had; his Corn firſt 

'grotind. I made'no Bones of chuſing a dain- 
7 Ylorled for my own Tooth : Yet all 
his while, I lay all the blame .on them: 

; Tory were inthe fault, though I reapt the + 
rut. : | 5: 


Of 
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Of wenches would J bere hem on hond. 
—_— toz-lick, unethes might they 


f charg'd them with Wenching, when 
God knows, they ftood in greater need of 
aCawdle.Yet it delighted theſe oldChrones-- 
to be ſathought of : They defir'd rather to 
be tax'd of Luxury, than Dilability. Andto 
to ſharpen their Appetite, I told them, that 
ſo jealous a canceit I had of them, asm 
walking forth a nights was for no other end, 
than to take them napping with their dain- 
ty Doxies. Under which colour and pre- 
tence, I took my Range, and freely con- 
forted with thoſe I lov'd beſt. I had a 
Friend in a Corner to cool my Choler, and 
cure my Diſtemper, Reer Suppers were - 
my Solace : I fuited my youthful Fancy to 
jovial Company : And Company caulcth 


Diſceit, weping, ſpinnin [» God hathgive 
To women; kindly whilethat they live. 
' To have Deceit in our, Waies, Tearsm 
our Eyes, and the Spindle in our-hands; 1s 
an Inſtin& given us by Nature. By which 
| itt ſubti\' 
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ſubtil means, I ever had the better of them, 
and gave them the Foy] at their own Wea- 
pon. Continually. was I murmuring and 
repining , I was a Chafing Diſh at their 
Board, and Wormwood in their Bed. I 
.caus'd them bite oth' Bridle, while I was 
ever chawing ſome good Bit. 


J would nolenger in the bed abide 

( Jf J felt his arme ouer my ſide) 

ill he had made his ranſome unto me 

Than would J ſuffer him todo his 
nicete. 

_ TI muſt tell you, I wasa coy Dame, and 

ſtood on my Pantofles. I could not brook 

that his dry and ſeer Arms ſhould embrace 

my Waſt. Had his Body indeed been s 

{ſtrong as his Breath, I could have lik'd hin 

better 3 but the weakneſs of the one gaye 

an Farthy ſtrength to the other. Turn tg 

him I would not under a couple of Capong; 


He muſt purchaſe my Love, or fareye 
'Froſt. 12 


And therefoze euery man this tale J tell 
Wine whoſo may, all bene foz to ſel 


I am 


J - £99] 


.;:F am nothinginice in the Diſcovery of my . 
own Device'zi'makeuſe of it who will. Here 
is the Fair,” buy who liſt: they may furniſh 
themſelves for nothing. Sometimes I would 
not: ſtick to. put-on a ſmooth;Brow,, and 
feign a kind of Fonding, witha ſtrong de- 
fire of ſeeming to accept what was private- 


ly tendered by him. : 


And make me than a fained. appetite | 
Ahndyet in Bacon had J never delite, 


Yet all this was but a ſeeming Appetite 5 
Such courſe Meat was not for my dainty; 
Stomach. All this, and more did I for 
mine own ends, Which I had no ſooner ob- 
tain'd, than I put on mine old -Countenance. 
Little Quiet could he have either in his 
Repalſt, or Repoſe, at Bed, or at Board: 
Yea, ſo ſtrong was -my Spleen, ſo'violent my 
Hate, as had the Pope's Holineſs been pres 
ſent, I, am perſuaded I ſhould have ſhewn 
{mall Reverence to his Pontifical Preſence. 
Out might my Paſſion have iſſued, and 


 ſhewn her Impatience. Neither do I res 


member that he'eyer gave me one word,but 
I gave him two far't. Yea, ſhould.I now 
make my laſt Will and Teſtament, and dit- 
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cover to the world all our Bickerings, and 
unſavoury Parliesz I would take my Book- 
Oath that I am nought behind with him, but 
have fitted him to the full . And this was 
the direct way to purchaſe In 
wiſe had we been at Debate for ever. 


Foz though he loked as wode as a lion . 
Pet agus he faile of his concluſion &c. 


Thus could I vye in colouts to delude 
his Nature, and fit my Difpoſition to op- 
poſe his Humor. If he playd the Lamb, 7 
could play the Lion 3 if he the Lion , I the 
Lamb, 


Than would J ſay, god lefe take kepe 
Dow mekely loketh wilkinour Gepe | 
Cum nere my ſpouſe, —— 


What a Racket my pretty Pigſnie keeps? 
Let me kifs thy is oe dr my lovely 
Honey-ſuckle. Can you that have preach'd 
ſolong of Job's Patience, retain fo long in 
your heart any Malice? Ye men, as you 
are ſtronger by nature, ſo ſhould you be 
diſcreeter, and of ſtayeder temper. -What 
man, are you jealous of me that you do 
not only enjoy me 2 What, would you have 

my 
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-beſt Commodity to yourſelf? Why, 

E S to abans, ad much good may it d6 
you. RIOT Foul for a notable ok 
you Pl ang urea Sharer : 'Well, go £03 - 
you ſhall te it to you, and your 'fole uft 


for ever. For. know, my beſt Spouſe; if I 


would ſet my Jewel at fale z; I could go in 
more gaieand' freſly Arraie than I do now : 
but ' the honeft Continence 'of my Deſire 
makes me walk in homelie Attire. Good 
ſooth, you are much to be blam'd; Ihave 
no To buc for: your Tooth. My own 
Breaſt know beſt wh whetherT love any other; 


For if Idid; "mw + Eig would ſoon dif- 


cover 1t. 


ir tnozds pad we on hond 


Wi m 
on  woll I fpeake. of my fourth huſ- 


_—_ _ Pius Wife of He diſcours'd 
of the Natures; Humors, and' Features: of 
her' three firſt- Husbands': > Wherein the 
hath expreſt t61ife how harſhlie Youth and; 
Ape are ſnited; with eſpecial Directions 
how the Diſtaftesof a loathed Bed may.be- 


| allaied'; how! Youthful Delights may be 
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wiſely carried; and the rotor. 
Age better tempered: - T 7 fr 


Wy fourth huſband was a cettionr” fd 
This is to lap, ye had paxamour.  ..,. 

She is now fitted in het kind ; what ſhe 
feigned to be in her three Hiisbands before; 
ſhe finds really loy'd: by;her fourth: | Net 
ther will ſheabate _ a, mou __ ſhe gives 
the Reaſon; 2 


—A was yong andfull ys 
Stubbozn oo ap of agen ie «pls 


- Shewas butiinithe Flowerof her Youth } 
albeit, ſhe had _—_ d three Husbands3 
full of Metal a titie of a AoporR 
and. ſtrong Wit 4 or Rad" d never Je 
deni'd her 5" of®: i pliant*I3hd- nimble ON 
dy 5 and this had. ſuch found ' who 
had trid her : :One as:right as my Leg, 
and ſeemingly:;: of that. 'wantom: Wenches 
humor, whocould not' endure'to-have this 
word, Notwithſtanding, mentioned. in her! 
Jointure, buthk'd well of this Clauſe, Pro: 
vided alwaies 5, which :1t he: were not; 1 ano- 

ther ſhould. That her Education: or: Breed | 
ins was good, may appear by thoſe fi _ 


ar 
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kr Qualities which. ſhe privately both pro! 
felled and practiſed. - She could dance neat 
ly, and ſing to the Harp fiveetly, ifſhe had 
but liberally taſted of .the ſweet Grape: 
Which, it appears, ſhe dearly loved, by her 
free Reproof* towards 'ones by whom: his 
Wife was not only from drinking Wine re- 
ſtrained, but being taken at it, was of Life 
deprived. { .,-,; 


Metellus, the file churle the ſtvine 
wag? WHy's ſtate beraft his wife yer 


Fo: he D2onke wine: tho A hadbe 
. - his wife &c. ugh'J h ; 


This is mearit: of that teraperate Roma, 
Metellas, who:;' albeit he fell into thisvio- 
lent Extream , upon the finding of his wife 
diſtempered with Wine (which Vice, by 
the Teſtimonie both of Plutarth and Marro- 
bius, was held among the Romans to be 
more puniſhable in Women, than Adulte- 
rie ) was highly renowned for a Noble and 
Victorious Souldier, having highly impre- 
ved his Fame to, his Countries ſucceedin 
Honour. But had this Good-wite of Bat 
been Metellys his Wife, ſhe vows ſhe would 

| H 4 have 
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have pli'd the Pitcher in ſpite ofall his Vas 
lour: and had a hittle touch of Henns Game 
too, after her Blood were inflam'd ' with 
the Spirit of Liquor. T4 


Foz alſo ſeker, as cold engendzeth baile -: 
Pons mouth mult yave a lecherous. 
aile, jg ys 


This her own Experience had taught 
her, which ſhe patcheth up with aſhread 
of her Philoſophy; to ſtrengthen it the bets 
ter. Wine; indeed. affordsFewel for Luft, | 
Theunderſtanding part being darkned and 
drowned, the Serfaive part becomes domi+ 
neering, by ſubjecting Reaſon to blind Af- 
fection. She finds poor Defence for her 
Honour , who deprives her felf of that 

- which ſhould be her beſt Armour. 


But lozde Chriſt , when it remcm- 
beeth me _ 

Upon my youth, aid my jolite 

It tickleth me about the hart rote | 

Unto this date 1t doth my hart bote &c. 
It delights her to remember the Pranks 

of her Youth ; and no dowibt, it would high- 

Iy content her to bave a Taſt of rr $ 

l | Herb, 
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Herb, and ſo become young again : For 
Deſires lng 


her: continue. —_ her 
Strength be' weak ; her Thi nghts green, 
though her —_ be gray. id 


A charitable old yrs Age like a 
Venom, hathtreptupon her,the Beauty and 
Strength of her Youth have left her ; ?Both 
which, ſeeing ſhe cannot recover, ſhe fice= 
ly bequeaths the Devil thatiwhich ſhe can» 
not keep: with!her. on holds ſhe on' in 
her old Trade ofFolly.. - 


The floure is gone, thrips nomoz! | to 
The: bran (as J belt can), now mote. J 


MY: or ae but they will Jeave Sjn,when 
Sin hath left them; Yr tis terry Gol 
will ſcarcely leave it, when ſhe is now] 
by it. -'Thoughthe Flower of her Youth-be 
loſt, the Bran of ber age [3s eft, and, 
muſt now be bokted 9 Or —__ never 
contented, | 

Sut 


 Lnod] 


yet to berig merry woll J fonde.. 
my fozth Bac of any fourth huſbonde: 
All this which hath been ſaid laſt, muſt 
ors fora Preamble to hex fourth Husband: z 
of whom her courſe muſt be but ſhort; 
according” ('as "may be ſuppoſed) to: the 

lengrh of 1s” Life, and height other Love:” 


J ſaie IJ had. in} art great deſpite 
That he of any other had delite. 


>:He was of: a' wanton Life himſelf, ain 
chavalins looks:for his Wife in-the Oven, 
where himſelf had been. Ill Doers are ever 
ill Deemers. None are more ſuſpicious than 
fych as are, moſt vicious. A _ Licentious 
man's Eye is in every Corner 3 to whom the 

very leaſt Occaſion will miniſter APPArENE 
Sround* of Shſpttion. © ©” 


But he wag quit, by Gad and cainct Joce 
J made him of the ſame. wwod a troce &c. 


Truth was, he could not; for his heart be 
more jealous of me, than I was'of him. Nei- 
thgr-indeed,had he any juſt cauſe to'fiſpedt 
ne of Wantonnefs. Herefhe excuſeth her- 


= that ſhe never conſorted with any good 
5; Fellows 
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Fellows for her own bodily pleaſure; inall 
this Hisband's time. : Only ſhe invited theni 
to good Cheat; being now turn'd: profeſſed 
Goſfipper ; - And all this,-perchance,: (fo 
perverſe was her Diſpoſition) ratber to net- 
tle and ſting her: Husband, than any ſingu+ 
ar Delight ſhe- took ,' either: in reſpe&t.of 
her Comrades, or Delicacy: of Tooth +: as 
may be probably gathered by thoſe Verſes 
immediately following. 2 ORE ro bY 
————7J made folke ſuch:chere: ; uh 42 
That in his own grece JÞ made him frie 
Foz anger, and foz very jeloulie.. 
Ont ofa. Jealouſie,” or: rather a conſtant 
perſuaſion, :that: ſhe was! as[Jiberal ok ties 
Fleſh, as;,of her Fare; the fried! himfelhin 
bis own Greaſe;: he waſted himſelf with ant 
gcr: ſceing both.a weakning of his Fortune) 
and impeaching iof his Honour: (as he: vert 
by ſuſpected): cope ſo cloſely,one with ano- 
ther. (109 


By-Pod-,jy:yearth J was: hispurgatarie | 
Foz which hope his-ſoul be in glow::'; 
- .It ſeems ſhej was 'good for ſomething; if 
it were but ta become her Husband's Pur: 
be oo. gatory 5 - 


[168] 
ory3 ry. 4 rly the Touchſtone of 
is Pariencs 1 vebis moans the thinks'he 
had his Purgatory on Earth,” and conſe: 
quently, without any Rub or Stay in his 
_ way; he may go' directly to- Heaven. Af: 
flichions being Exerciſes, heneeded not ſuf. 
fer his Body to raſt for want of them, havi 
both at Bed: and -at Board ſuch plenty if 
them. ALS LGB [2 


Foz God it wote, he late ful oft and ſong 
han that his: hoe full. bitterly Him 


Like a down-tight honeft'manj he ſet the 
beſt Face hecouldon't, Yet when he feign- 
ed moſt Mirth; he had greateſt cauſe ty 
mourn.  -Every man knew not where his 
ſhoe-wrinch'd 'him, He might: laugh till 
his heart ak'd again, yet never a whit neat- 
er relief's - She had vow'd to'behis Execu- 
tioner , 'purpoſely--to become his Execu- 
tor. 


- Be died whan Jeaine froDieruſalem - 
Ind1teth i grave under theRode been, 
This -good wife, belike, had 'taken her 
Pilgrimage to Feralem, either voluntarily 
wy or? 


= 


Frog] 


or by InjunGion, No doubt, had ſhe plaied 


Pilgrim all het” time, her Husband: hat a 
lighter heart. But now coming home, he 
fmds her 'Husband drawing near his ts 


| home. Whom ſhe ſees no ſooner departed, 
than ſhe takes: courſe to prevent his Revi- * 


val, to have/him no leſs ſuddenly, than fo- 
temnly buried. - Under the Rood-loft (a 
place of eſpecial Reverence informer times) 
ſhe cauſeth hs Grave to.be made ; albeit in 
no ſumptuous manner as: ancient Heroes 
have been interred, as ſhe after exprefied; 


Jil nis his tombe lo curious 


3s was the ſepulture of him Parius 


Which that Apelles w2ought ſo ſubtelly 
It is but walt to burie him pzecioufly, . 
\. Fobeſtow on himſo Gorgeous or Sump» 
tuous a Sepulchre, as was that which was 
erected in the honour of Parizs, formed by 
the curious Art of famous Ape/es ; or as 
that of Artimiſca in the Memory of her Mar- 
ſolus, were but (as ſhe thinks) loſt labour ; 
So much coſt would make a poor Executor, 
and too much impoveriſhthe Survivor. 


Let 


= [110] 
Let vim farewell, god give his fout god 
De is now in his grave and in his 


- - Heis now laid in Earth;- and his Soul, I 

hope, at reſt '” He'had my leaveto be gone 
before he went. © Togrieve for that which 
cannot be remedied is bootleſs. -I will ſpare 
then to ſhed ariy Tears, ſeeing they are no 

leſs Fooliſh than fruitleſs: And ſo Good 
| nightto my fourth. Husband. 


Now of my fifth husband woll J tell 
God let never his ſoule come in hell. © 

She had no ſooner left her fourth Hus- 
band in his Grave, than ſhe makes ready to 
go to Church fora Fifth. And of ſuch an 
one ſhe ſpeeds her ſelf, that it ſeems his Soul 
deſerv'd well of her, whatſoever his Body 
did. Yet isit tobe wondred at, how ſhe 
thould be fo charitable in her bleflings to- 
wards him, who was ſo ſhrewd in his blows, 
towards her. But of this ſhe gives a rea- 
ſon :. Truth 1s, he was ſhrewd to me, and 
gave me {tore of rib roaſt, imagining be- 


like thatI was of the nature of the Walnut 
| -- Irev 
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Tree, that, muſt be cudgelled- before it he 
fruitful ; yet for all this, I canngt[but .re; 
member him with a great deal of love. 
Though he'giveme correttion ,; he had'thn 
other winnitg wiy to gain myaffettion.''He 
was of anableand aGtive body , :and could 


till me on with ſuch pretty Toies and Tales 


when he deſired to have that which I no 
leſs defired my ſelf, and he could win me 
with a ſmile, and with a ſmeoth brow allay 
my ſtorm. _ oy ob 


J trow J lovDdhim the better.ko2 that he 
Wag of his-love ſodaungerous'to me, - 


” , Ly 


A ſtrong Womans reaſon:: - : 


' Follow women, they will fly you, 

' Flybut Women, theyl draw meh you. 
If you would a Woman move :., 
Seem to love not, when youlove. 


The way then to win them, is ſeemingly 
to wean our affection from them. Proffer'd 


| ware, be it never fo precious, 'is diſvalued'; 


That only is held worth our purchaſe,which 
is with niceneſs gained : whatſoever is for- 
bid us, is with eager appetite- purſued by 
us. To utter our Ware with danger, will 
improve 


rage and honour: 


Indeo gzeat chepe is hold at to little pzice | 
This kyoweth every woman that is wile 
Far fetch'd and dear bought is good for 
Ladies. A vile price makes the commodity 
no leſs vile, Fighly then was this Husband 
affeted. becauſe he was dainty and nice in 
his affection. Hecaus'd her now and then Þ 
to bite oth' bridle, and to faſt, that her Þ/ 
Stomach might become ſtronger for the ©: 
next Fea : He had now and then a bit and | 
a buffet with't. All her dayes were not | 
Holy-dayes ; this made her pleafure (be- 
cauſe rare) more welcom, when it came. 


Wy fifth husbonde, God his loule bleſle 

Which Jtwbk foz love and no richefſe 
De (ſometime was a Clerk in Drenfozde 
And had left ſchole,#went at home to bozd } 
With iy goſſip, dwelling in our toun Þ 
God have her ſoul, her name was Aliſoun Þ. 
Here ſhe exprefſeth his ftate, condition, F 
and profefſion; his ſtate-or condition; it 
may ſeem, was but mean, but his perfon }' 

promiting ;/ pure love and 'noother worldly - 
| reſpect 


'E this Good-wi 


# 
refpe& mide her chuſe him. He was a 
| Scholar, and nmpreferr'd, and conſequent- 
| Iy not like to be rich. But now had he left 
S$chole, with his hopes 'of fome poor Fel- 
lowſhip, which were but ſmall, m regard 
of his weak, Parts, or that; he had. no Let 
ters commendatory , from, ſome /great 'Qr 
powerful Favorite, to procure itz And 
now in ſtead of a Fellowſhip, he intends to 
| board RE with Dame 4hyor: , 
s Goffip. Now . whether this 
were the ſel-fame Alyſorr / the' Citpetiter's 
BE Wife, mentioned in our 2/er's Tale, will 
not here” diſpute 3 Only, with ſubmiflion 
alwaies 'to deeper Judgments, I conceive, 
that by alt probability it ſhould be the very 
fame Alyſor, but that this Clerk of 0xford 
F here mentioned, was Nicholas the Aſtron: - 
FJ mer, who fancied. Dame. Atſox, I cannet 
aſſent 3 for this bears another name. Beſhe 
what ſhe will be, it appears ſhe wasa'Kind- 
hearted Goflip, and of 'trward' Acquain- 
F:tance with out Wife of Beth: Being: ever 
conſtantly: of her 'Boſom-counfe!,” together 
with another-Wife,; whom''fhe names nor, 
andher Neecey in all which, the repoſed 
'{| great” Confidence. os” a could there” 


fo 5 
be. 
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be, which might either concern her Hus- 
band or her ſelf, but it was imparted to.one 
of theſe three. No counſel fo private, no 
pallage ſo ſecret, which was nat to theſe 
communicate. 


Ind co J did it often God it wote 
bar "= hrs face full ofte redde and 
te. 


This Wife of Bat» was too: full of Chink 
. to bea good Secretary. Her Husband could 
tell her nothing over night,but next day ſhe 
would be Carrier of it abroad; wherein our 
Poet privately glanceth at ſuch as too freeh 
ule to commit, their neareſt thoughts tothe 
ſecrecy of a Woman : whereof though ſome 
be Seals, others be Sieves. | 


Andſo befil, that ones in a Lent 
Do oft tine J to my Goſlip yoent &c 


Now ſhe comes to relate the ſeaſon and 
occaſion of her. faxft Familiar - Acquaintana 
with this Clark of Oxford, her jolly Jerrkin 
This begun in Lent, but ſhe-means to make 
it no time of Abſtinence, She-and her kind 
Gofſlip muſt take Air, and 'in fach Moneths 
as afford moſt delight. Yet.cannot 

| fr 
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freſh and fragrant Fields ſufficiently refreſh 
them , unleſs they have Jexkzr the Scho- 


| lar for an, Uſber to conduct them. Anda 


good Opporttinity had this Good wife, for . 
er Husband was at Lodo7 © With liberty 
therefore mightſhe take, her range to Vi- 
gils, Viſitations,: Preachings, Pilgrimages 
and Proceſhonsz to Stage-playes, Puppit- 
plaies and Marriages; whereſhe might.ſee - 
and be ſeen; yea felt,heard and.underitood. * 
Her gay Scarlet Petticoat,and Broad-cloath 
Gown need now fear no Moaths 3 they, are 
too. daily. worn' to be: eaten; with Worms. 
Her Cloaths makeevery day their: Heliday. 
Till her Husband- come: home, {he means 
not to make her own houle her tome. The 
_ muſt be her Walk , and Jenkin her 
te, | 21 3164! 11s 


Now woll J tell fozth what happed m1; 
Iſaie, thatin the firldes walked we, 

Now begtin ſhe; co grow: more tamibiar 
with this dainty -Clerk. She 8:nhow noton- 
befor walking, but eras na 3 yea, 
and dalliance'too5-till in theerid, the holds 


him for her only private Friend; ' and fach 
an-one , as ſheicould find'in herheart!rp 
| ] 2 cam- 
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commend to his 'Truſt the greateſt Secre 
4he has in the world, | 


A. 28: to Him, and ſated how that he - 

; At were wedowe, Gould wedde me. 
This is plain' dealing, and-deferves the 
Scholar's ” amat>ong, way eas * Asif 


ſhe ſhould fay, Ye Scholars are dangerous 
Youths'; when ye woo leaſt, ye win moſtz 
when ye ſpeak leaſt, ye prevaihmoſt. Did 
ye perceive nothing, Sir Jex4zz, when of 
all others, I chus'd you to keep'me compas 
ny; walked and talked with you private: 
iy ; and made you acquainted with my boi 


om-Secrecy # Truly.I muſt tell you, ſhould 
mine -Husband: die, as all Fleſh is mortal; 4 
am verily perſuaded that I ſhould wiſhwith 
all mine heart to enjoy an Armful of you; 
In good footh we women are the verieſt 
Fools in the world : If we love,” we cannot 
lam : whereas you menare mighty Diſſem- 
blers, and will bring us weak. things into 
Fools Paradiſe : when you ſeem'tolove us; 
you will ſooneſt leave us. Well, durf 
truſt you, Feould tell you ſomewhat: wor 
make your Ear tingle : But will not; and 
yetF think I muſt; it will needs out. - boy 
Af hal 


(1177 bs. 
half perſuaded you have given me ſome” 
Love-powder, or Iſhould never fawn nor : 
fond on you after this manner. Know Sir; 
I made choice of you for your Perſon, no 
Preferment nor Poſſeſſion for I hear, you 
have but a poor Scholar's Fortune. Now” 
think not that I ſtood unprovided before T 
came to be acquainted with you. No Sir 3 
I muſttell you, I need not want for Plea- 
ſure, if I took delight in ſuch Chaffer. I- 
ever held her a fooliſh Mouſe that had but 
one hole to -creep out at. I am neither ſo 
old nor miſhapen , but T ſhould find one or 
other to acceptof the motion. 


J bare him on hand he had enchaunted 


me | | 
Wy dame taught me fozſoth that 
ſubtilte. | 


A dainty Device! This was Dame 4tz- % 3 
ſors ſubtilty. © And that ſhe might all the ; 
better perſuade him, that ſhe thinks on him 
by day, ſhe tels him how ſhe dreams of him 
by night. Where ſhe relates to him the Cir- 
cumſtances of her terrible Dream : How-ſhe 
verily thought in her ſleep that he came and 
aſſaulted her, purpoſing to have ſlain her : 

I 3 and 
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and how ſhe ſtarted, as ſhe lay upright in 
ber Bed, toreliſt his Fury 3 which were the 
leaſt of her thought upon ſo fair an Oppor- 
tunity. Yet interprets ſhe all this in the 
beſt ſence. For that abundance of Blood: 
wherewith ſhe thought her ſelf embath'd, 
did {ignifie Gold, which he might be ſure. 
to enjoy, if ever her Husband ſhould die, 
and her ſelf to boot. 


Foz blood betokeneth gold, as J was 
t 


taugh 4Þ 
Ind all was fals, J dzemed of him right. 

naught. | 

All theſe ſuppoſed Dreams were but to 

delude him, and make him more.confident 
of the Love ſhe bare him. A right careful 
Obſerver of whatſoever her ſubtil Tutor 
' Dame A/yſoz2 had inform'd her. One who 
had ſufficient Experience to inſtruct an apt 
Scholar in Rules of Dalliance. 


And now fir let me ſe, what tal J ſain 
I haz by God J haue my cale again. 


An excellent Rhetorical * Figure here 
uſed by our Poet. 
| * Exard\@, 


It 
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It ſeems the remembrance of the proper 
Perſonage of her neat Clark, had like to 
have made her quite forget her Tale. Yet; 
at laſt, ſhe recals to mind the Story where- 
on ſhe 1s to treat, which Subject, ſometimes, 
ſhe was as apt to forget. 


— that my fourth huſbond was on 
_ bere - 
I wept algate, and made ſozie chere. 


Or for want rather of natural Tears, ſhe 
furniſk'd her ſelf of other effectual means : 
She wrapt an Onion in the one Nook of her 
Handkercher , or pump'd for Tears; or 
drew her Face into a Purſe, purpoſely to 
feign a kind of ſorrowing, when her Heart 
was full of Joy, in hope to enjoy her 
Jenkin. | 


But foz that J . was purveied of a make 
I wept but ſmall, and that J undertake. 


No doubt, but ſhe had prov'd a better 
Mourner, had fhe been a worſcr Purveior: 
Like to that Widow, whereof have heard 
this Story. That, having buried three Hus- 
bands, and all thoſe with a very ſmall por- 
tion or quantity. of Tears, ſhe came at laſt 
I 4 to 


[120] 
to the Grave: with her Fourth, for whom 
ſhe wept bitterly 3 which her Neighbors 
much wondring at, demanded of her the 
Cauſe why ſhe' ſhould be ſo immoderate in 
her Sorrow for that laſt Husband, who had 
been of ſo harſh and rough a Diſpoſition, 
and ſo patient at the Deaths of all the other 
three, who were of loving and affable Na- 
tures, and had deſerved fo well at her 
hands? To whom ſhe made this Anfwer ; 
That ſhe wept not ſo much for that ſhe was 
of her ſweet Husband deprived, as that ſhe 
was now deſtitute and unprovided ; where- 
as at the Deaths of her other Husbands, ſhe 


was ever of another prepared before the 
other was buried. | 


Tochurch was my huſband boznon 
mow | 


With neighbours, that foz him made 
ſozow | 


+ 


Ind Jenkin our clerke —— 


It is to be wondred why ſhe let him lie 
ſo long unburied; but it ſeemsthere was 
ſome Solemnity to be ufed, or elſe that his 
Friends and Neighbors did expeCtit. You 
may imagine now, When ſhe ſees her PR 
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heart Jenki» amongſt other Mourners, that 
ſhe has made a League with her Eyes, not 


,toſhed one Tear ; with her Heart, not to 


ſend forth one Sigh, unleſsit be in jeſt, and 
ſo fool the Spetators. Neat were his Legs, 
pretty were his Feet : Theſe were her Ob- 
jets 1n this Spectacle of Sorrow. This ſeri- 
ous Survey or Perufal of Jerkzz's Perſon 
had ſo taken up her Eye, as it could fix it 
ſelf on no other Objeqt, while he was in 
Preſence. Yea, her Blood began to ſpar- 
klenow afreſh in her, fo as inher own con- 
ceit ſhe was twenty years younger than ſhe 
was in the Morning. Thongh forty Win- 
ters had already blownupon her ; and con- 
ſequently ſome Tokens of Age had ſtamp'd 
their Impreſſures in her : She had alwaies a 
Colt's Tooth. Yea, ſhe had divers other 
ſigns of an Invincible Patient, as ſhe her 
ſelfafter confeſleth. 


Gap tothed J was, and that bicame me 
wele | 


J had the pzint of dame Venus ſele 

Is helpe me God, J was a luſte one 

Ind fatre, riche, and yong,and well bi- 
gone, 


X 


She 
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She was gap-tooth'd, or wide-ſpaced ,: - 
not like P:rrþ#s, whoſe Teeth were all one 
Bone, undivided. Though this might ſeem 
fome Deformity, it became her well, even 
as Venus Mole made her more lovely : Right 
Bullion ſhe was, apt for any Impreſſion. Of 
a lively and luſty Nature ; a freſh and love- 
ly Feature 3 rich in Fortnne 3 young 1n her 
own Opinion; and every way ( as ſhe 
thought ) deſerving Aﬀection. In Senſe, 
ſhe was Venereal; in Heart, Martial ; Ye- 
245 pave her the Gift to be laſcivious; Mars 
to be couragious 3 Tavrss was her Aſcen- 
dent, Mars therein Predominant ; But had 
Mars been her Husband, her too common 
Dalliance might well have chang'd Taurzs 
into Ares, and enjoyn'd him to hold of her 
for Term of Life 7 Capzte, 


Alas.alae; that ever love was ſin, 


She beſtows the deſerving Name of Love 
upon hateful Luſt ; but theſe are to be re- 
markably diſtinguiſhed, becauſe their Na- 
tures are wholly different, as the Poet ſome- 
times well expreſt them, in his Deſcription 
of Love. 


Love, 
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Love, what's thy Name? A Phrenſie : Whence 
thy Barth # x 
From Heaven : How comes it then thou liv ft 
on Earth ? | 
T live not there. Tet each uſurps thy Name < 
'Tis true indeed, but hence redounds their 
ſhame, 
& Tlive not there, my Nature's pure and 
cc J a a F 
© But Luſt lives there , and Love's a Fae to 
« Luſt, 


This merry Wife of Bath could find in 
her heart, that this Wantonneſs of hers, 
which ſhe terms Love, were nv fin; and 
pity it is, thinks ſhe, that *tis not ſo, ſeeing 
it affords ſuch ſweet ſelf-delight to the 
Senſes 


- J followed ate mine inclination. 

By vertue of my conſtellation 

That made me J couth nor withdzawe 

Wy ak of Uenus froin a god 
elawe. 


Herein our Poet covertly taxeth fuch 
who attribute ſo much unto natural Prov1- 
dence, 
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dence, as though it were inevitable, and 
thereby ule it as a Refuge or Sanctuary, for 
all their evil Actions. Unto which may be 
objefted the Anſiver of Chriſeppas, writing 
in this manner : Although (faith he ) that 
Nature hath provided all things from the 
Beginning, and that by her Providence all 
things are moved and ſtirred upby a cer- 
tain neceſſary Reaſon and Motion ; yet 
——— our Diſpoſitionsand Minds 
areno further ſubject or in danger thereof, 
than their Propriety and Quality is concot- 
dantand agreeable unto the ſame. For, if 
by Nature our Wits be firft made wholfom 
and good, apt to receive good Notions , 
fair Imprefſions 3 by being after indued 
with Reaſon and Underſtanding, either 
they do utterly put off and avoid all evil In- 
fluences and accidents , or elſe by their 
diſcreet temper , receive, and bear them 
more ealily without hurt or dammage. If 
contrariwiſe, our diſpoſitions be rude and 
grofs, not endued with any kind of Letters 
or good Learning, to aſſiſt and help them 
withal, with every light Confli& or Aſſault 
of our Natural Inclination, we run headlong 
into all kind of Errors and Vice. For we 

X ought 


acc cd a Hy, AO 
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ought firſt to know and underſtand; that; 
neither the Stars, nor any:Natural . Influ- 
ences do provoke or force us to any thi 
but only make us apt and prone: And be- 
mp6 diſpoſed, do, as it were, allure arid 
draw us forward toour Natural Inclindation. 
This might be hiſtrated by:ekumple of the 
Cylinder-Stone; which by nature | 
to: roll and tumble , and! being ca 
thrown: down into hollow orſteep places, 
doth run without ceaſing, 'not ſo much be- 
cauſe it is caft or thrown, as for his own Na- 
ture or Aptnefs thereunto, and. not; having 
any.thing in it ſelf to withſtand the fame: 
pet have J MWartes matke upon my . | 

| ce | we # 
Ind aifo in another paivie place. 

It ſeems our YVexxs had been at her Lex 
tian Forge z ſhe had got ſome ' Marks of 
her Trade, which ſhe meant: to carry with 
her to her Grave.. She confefleth, ſhe ne- 
yer loved with Diſcretion for-in'the whole : 
courſe of her Trade ſhe never: made any di- 
ftinftion.: Her _—_— was equally eager / 
to-all-proper prorhiſing perfons, were they 
of what Rank! ar:Faſhion ſocver. The black 


A. 


id 
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wes admitted as well as the white, the poor 
as the rich : Her Fort gave way to all Af- 
failants. 


COD I ſay ? but at the moneths 
. en 
This joly clerk Jenken that was ſo 


Yath wedded me with great ſolempnite 
Ind - him yave J all the londe and 
: [4 TONPTER 


'- She had paſt her mourning Month, and 
now comes 1n her hony Month, where Jer- 
kin'is become owner both of her ſelf and 
her ſtate. What was given her by Age, ſhe 
as freely beſtows upon Youth. "Grants of 
her Lands, Keys of her Cheſts, all her goods 
movable and immovable , perſonal and 
real, are at his ſervice , without any evi- 
tion, moleſtation, or incumbrance " ſer 
But no ſooner reſtrains he her of her Range, 
then ſhe repents'her of her Gitt. Gladly 
would ſhe have him re-convey it to her,but 
though he he a- meer Scholar; he isno ſuch 
Gooſelin. Now the Reaſon-whyſhe repents 
her of what was conferred by her; was this z 

He- begun not-only to reſtram her, but cha+ 
ſtife her. . By 


[127] 25-4 
By God.he [mote me ones with his il. 


5 ad* ei; itt 


wean me from mine humor. 
Foz which full oft time would he pzeache 
 Indmeof old Roman jeſtes teache. * -- 
He ply'd me with Lequres out of old Ro- 
#1an Stories for his own purpoſe : Amongſt 
| which; 


ping. Neither his Oaths nor Anger could 
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which, he told me, how one Swlpztizs Gal- 
lus utterly forſook his Wife, for ſhewing 
her ſelf but once openly at the Door, as 

a view of Paſtengers/as they went 
by. Alſo, how another. Rowan (Novel/us 
Torquat#s; or I miſtake it ) wholly relin- 
quiſh'd his Wife, for making refort to a 
Summer Game without his Knowledg. And 
how Platarch (whole Authority might more 
properly be alledged in this Argument) af- 
firmeth that .it-is a Cuſtom, in Egypt, that 
Women ſhould 'wear no Shoes, becauſe 
they ſhould abide at home. Then would 
he confirm theſe antient Stories with Holy 
Writ ; and ſhew how Eccleſtaſt., gives ex- 
preſs Charge to all Husbands, that they 
ſhould-inno wiſe ſuffer their Wives to wan- 
der or ſtray abroad ;, knitting. up his good- 
ly Precepts and Examples with this ſhrewd 
Proverb ; 


UUhoſo-buildeth his hous all" of ſalowes 
Ind ny his blind hozs over the fa- 


Ind ſuffreth his wife foz $0 ſeche hat: -: 
lowes _ 


Ye is wozthy to be honged on thegal- - 
- owes. © yourge ; i ef 
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Sallows.are but mean Timber-wood to 
brilld on 3 Fallows are uneven grounds for 
a blind Horſe to ride on;;,,, And Hallows or 
Pilgrimages dangerous 'Waies for youtig 
Wivesto go on... The firlt ſhews Improvi- 
dence, the ſecond Raſhnels, the laſt Weak= 
neſs *, | | 
* Conventicles are Tickle p'zces for Holy S ters ; Thoſe 
irt Booths for ſuch Ware, as 1could wiſh «ll young Biide< 
mou ro bewarcof?' | St. js mather aSanQuary 
or our Aunes than Saints. A plactreparted by Borgiug 
for a frequent Receipt of Pilgrims : Pomerivs in his Summe- 
| wen Annals. ho. 24 
But all foznought, J ſet nat an hawe 
Of his pzoverbes, yeol Ys old ſawe 

e Þ would not of him coxrected be 

hate him that my vices telleth me. 
- But dll theſe goodly Preceptsand Pro- 
verbs which he delivered: in this fort unto 
the, were but asif he had- ſown Duſt in the 
Air; | I valued them not worth the Bloom 
ofa Haw-thorn. 'For truth -was,'thoſe who 
either corrected 'frie , or' Xeproved: thoſe 
Vices which they ſaw in me; Were never af- 
ter Cater-coſins with me 3; for-ſuch'Vicesas 
we love, - we defend ; -nor: can we 'eafily: 
fbrgo them withottt Diſtaſts '/ >) 51 - > 


WE 
Now wolt I ſaie you lvthby D. The: 
nd hem I rent out of his boke a 
Foz whichhe ſinote me, that Twas | 


The Book out of which I tore this Leaf, 
was entitled Yalerizs Max. a Roman Aw 
thor , one who wrote much to our Re 
| proof and Diſhonour. With him had he 
Jjoyned Theophraſizs, at whoſe Conceipts, 
he unmeaſurably laughed , while I at his 
Laughter was grievoully netled. With 
theſe had he bound up St. Jeromw's Book 
againſt the Heretick Jovinian, togethe 
with Tortulanws, Criſippas, Tortula, and He 
lowis, ſometimes Abbelſs not far from Pari, 
And with theſe: ( to enlarge this his Miſcel- 
lane Volume) had he bound together the 
Parables of Solomon, Ovid his Art of Lo 
ying, with ſundry other Tracts or Trex 
tiſes, diſcourſing ofſeveral Subjects. Now, 
would you know how he employed theſe 
Books? It was his accuſtomed manner every 
night when he had Leiſure, to recreate him- 
{elf in theſe Works : _ More Legends and 


Lives 
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Lives had he of wicked Wives, than y 
could repeat of yy gown 1 ye Wivesthronghowe th 
Bible. All theſe had he purpoſely Spike, 
and were by him nighely- recormted to make 
me difcontented.:" 


Foz trfieth well, it is animpoſtble . 
That oay clerks would [peake gavd of 


Bug if it been: of holy ſaiuctes liveg—-- 


It 1s not how as it was im Chancer's dates; 
Preſent times' have Clarks, who can ap- 
prove and lovethisSex. Such, I fay, as ha- 

kj3 Liniments to woo wi , mats 
Hichents to-win with.” Cahonical Fa- 
cuttics of their own to wed with, become 
po Reprovers, 'but Improvers offo Honous 
rable a State. ' Wherem T hold them wile 5 
Sure Iam, they trace the ſteps of the wite : 
Fox, all the Seyen wile men of Greece were 
married: Albeit; there | in aaa = | 
any Age ſcornful may gre 
ver. hf Perſecyters KH, taQ in diag 
Theatres; Such wete Exripiges, Heſrodws, 
with many _ _— of Get bitter 
nce EIF Own — 
Civic, madethatSex, now and then, 
K 2 Subject 


—_— 


«7 © - 


idom. But if a Fs Obey) have 
Hearts-eaſe, and world at will, let her 
marry one. 'of6tr Sedentary-Deik Clarks,or 
Pedanticat Fools, who kndw riot what the 
world means; for ſo may ſhe have the world 
at will. ' Now" th the verylaſt* Verſe men- 
tioned by our Poet, this good wife of 77 
ſhadows out ſuch jealous Clarks; who, when 
they ſuſpef their Wives affected to Com- 
pany, or any, way addidted to Liberty,they 
will- pull out ſome antient Story or other, 
diſcourſing of the Lives of Saing] ' OF Hol 
Women, to reclaim them from t eir 


ding, and reſtrain them in their F reedom 
of living. 


| bo none other woinai never ems 

ho peinteth the Lion, tell me who ? 

By 0, if women had waitten ſtoztes - 
Is clerkes han; doe her ozatfozies &c. 
: Theſe Clarks, (faith ſhe) are of that can- 
dition as they will neither ſpeak well of 
Mrves nor any other Women, -- But they 
cal 
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inta Lion that never ſaw his Feature, 
batbyn ep6tt3*This is bitfanly as it pled. 
Fort the eawang Had women written Sto- 
ries ( as: 00= Theo, .withithany moe Mirz 
rorsof ourBex.could hayedane)they would 
have found Colours to diſplay tho vicious 
Natures of meng'and:diſtovered them guil- 
ty of more Enormities than-theIflne-Male 

of Adam ſhould ever redreſs. 


The childzen of Mercury and Uenus _ 
Ben in her. Hg Fs  CREarIOaG, 


\ #4 8 7 


= te. EE Is for WI and n= 


++ ous ©*'4 


SIRI ns the other ; LEY Fe if Niek 

good-wife h the well read inan Enra- 

Pater, or ſome other Aſtronomical Author) 

ſherconfirms, with; qhisloſtanees71 ') 17D 
_ +1 Ir! 


Pio 2717 ton Iofy K5534 IN Ind 
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ATE -” 


- 
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bk... A 
Andes God wote, APorrury is dro 


_ where Uenus is eraltate # 

mf -, 
Thecenenowonunoſnocerdeis 

.. pzeiſed;- 


Mercury _—_ Venus are ever in Oxi: 
eion. | 


For tra it is, aide kirk mo'time' © 
- To offer Sacrifice to Yenus Shraive, ' \ © 


E antly ſhadowed by Lucian, feigni 
| Eigunly Encounter with The Muſes : '& rg 
*he that converſeth with his Mind , by 
© whole Eye the Body is direfted, will not 
*jntermit his Afﬀairs — have his Mmd 
& with Luſt infefted, Mercary admits hig- 


*{elf no time to take ' A [urn in Ver 
/*'Walk. 


The L.-—achbs 1s'old, and may! 
oe va werkes, not wozth is old 


*= Study hath brou ght him to the Scz- 


| atica, 


* DR. = 
; | <ica. He hath ſo inur'd himſelfto the Spe? 
| culative Part, as he is wholly out of ufe 
- | with the Praftick. The Remainder of his 
dates (faithſhe) he ſpends like a Cricket, in 
a Chimney-Corner , in deſcanting on the 
Lightneſs of VVomens Natures, wherein he 
ſhews the poorneſs of his own, Humor. 


But novo to purpoſe, whyJ told thee 
That J was beaten foz a bwke parde 
cd night "5mm that was our fire 
th a » a8 helate bythe - 
Of Eve fixlt &c. ONS | 
. -But would you know (quoth ſhe) more 
at large the caufe of my Beating ? I will 
now return to my Purpoſe, and fully relate 
to you the Occaſion. - Sir Jerks (as he ac- 
cultomably.uſed): having laid his Heel on 
the Ratting Crook , to paſs; the Winter- 
mght away, or rather, as.I expounded it, 
to diſquiet me, took a Book mn his Hand, 
(a various Volume of Numerous Authors) 
wherein he read of Eve firſt , how ſhe by 
conſenting to the Serpent, brought all Man- 


kind to the Brink of Perdition. Which 


mortal Sore requir'd a Soveraign Salve, 
K 4 even 


"m [136] 
even the Blood of the Lamb, which regain- 
ed Man, before loſt, and reſtored our Blood, 
before corrupted, ES. 1:4 


Lo here erpteſſe of women may ye find 
That woman was the loſfe of al man- 
n - 


Jenkin applies the Text he had read; but 
few or none of all his She-Audience will 
vouchſafe to make Utle of: his Application, 
But to the end he may work :ſtronger upon 
his Wives Phantaſie, he: brings on a fre 
Army of Examples in this kind, What di 
treacherous Dalilah to her- Sampſon, when 
by diſcovery of his Counſel, ſhe robb'd him 
of his Hairs, wherein lay all his Strength; 
and after, of his Eyes, which gave him all 
- His Light > What did Deianira to her Her- 
cules, when with Neſ## payſoned Shirt, ſhe 
ſet him all a fire? VVhatdid Zantippe t6 
Socrates, when ſhe crown'd him with'a 
Chamber-pot? which ſhameleſs Abuſe of 
hers, when ſuch as were his Friends,wiſhed 
him to revenge, he wafhed off his Diſpgrace 
with this Patient Anſwer : . 


I 


7 


-. Tt never yet was deem d a Wonder | 
To think that Rain fhould follow Thunder. 


She thundred ſo much, before with her - 
Tongue, as he could expect no leſs than 
Rain. What did Paſiphae Wife to 14s of 
Crete, whoſe Brutiſh Luſt, and Monſtrous 
Birth, have made her infamous. to all ſuc- 
ceeding times,.? What did Clytemneſtra to 
her Agamemnorn 2 What Diſhonour- did 
ſhe to her Noble Parents Tzrdarws and Leda, 
when ſhe not only expos'd her ſelfto #g7- 

*s Luſt, but depriv'd her, Princely Hul- 
band of Life? What did Eriphyle Wife 
of Amphiaraxs, when for aGold-Chain, ſhe 
diſloyally betrayed her Husband Polymices, 
when he had hidden himſelf, becauſe he 
would not go to the Wars of Thebes £ What 
Diſpatch made L7vza of her Husband, be- 


' cauſe ſhe lov'd him too little > What Diſ- 
_ patch made Lucilia of hers, becauſe ſhe1o- | 


ved him too much? What Anſwer recel- 
ved Latmerys of Arrizs {a Philoſopher in 
Alexandria, in Auguſius time.) when he 
made. his forrowful Complaint unto him, 
how that he had a Tree; in his Garden of 
ſuch a ſtrange/Nature, as all his three wives, 
4 IE. 4 e7-x2 , £497 46 "f through 
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through meer deſpight, had d them- 
Fram, it ? roy args Lode do 
me. the Courtefie, Dear Brother, to give 
mea Plant of that Bleſſed Tree, that it may 
grow and proſper in my Garden: For ne- 
ver did any yet plant it, that might make 
better uſe of it. t Wives in theſe later 
tmes do we now read of, whonot only 
conſented to ſee their Husbands murdered, 
but inthe very Preſence of thoſe diſſaugh- 
tered Corps ſuffered themſelves to be defi- 
led? Some have driven Nails through 
their Brains; Others have depriv'd them-* 
of Life by poyſonous Potions : As might be | 
inftanced in the Tragick Examples of Dr«- 
fila, Faruſtina, Corombona, Meſſalina, and © 
many others. All which Stories Sir Jerk © 
would read ſo diſtintly, paſſionately, and 
devoutly, as if they were his Evening Ori- 
Zons. | 


therewtthall he knew mo pzoverbes 


And 
Than in this wozld there groweth graſle 
- Nx herbes. 


 Hewasa moſt proper Proverbial erkin, | 

and could twit his teſty Wife with {tore of 

fuch Proverbs as theſe , which he _—_ 
is 


| © 5; [rs 91 | 

his Finger end, . © It is better to live with 
& Lions and. Dragons, than, in houſe with 
*2n angry woman. Better to abide on the 
*Roof ever ſmoking, than below with a 
* Wife ever chiding. Yea, fo perverſe, 
4 he)are they in Will, fo contrary in 
ork, that hey ever. hate what their 

« Husbands love, like what they loath: 
*They caſt. away Shame, when they caſt 
« off their Smock. And for their Modeſty, 
cranled i SAY To ſee Beauty accom- 
ity, were like a Gold Ring 

TE $ Snout. | 


ght 

All edatnlp pie leneahae 3 plight: 
Duct of his booke 
How much this Cat was cetied 
with his Nightly Lectures, ſhe can hardly 
expreſs her ſelf, —_ leſs her Interpreter. 
Howloever, one may eafily colle& by thoſe 
farions Sparks of her which ifſue 


forth, thatthere is a dangerous Fire with- 
In, For firſt, ſhe takes a poor Revenge _ 
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his Book, and tears it 3. Then ſhe collary 


with him, and with a found blow oth' Ea, 
throws him down backward into the Fire, 
Which he, neyer till now inflam'd with 
ſich unmanly Fury, requites with ſuch a 
ſtroke on her Head, as "Taſtes ſhe fals on 
the Floor. Die ſhe will needs, there's no 
Remedy 3 and the rather, as may be imas 
oined, to make him guilty of her Death, and 
f raife him to the Ladder of his S»ſþerded 
- Advancement. But, coming . now at laſt 
to: her ſelf (forlong had ſhe-been by he 
felf) ;in this ſort ſhe re-allaies to courſe 
him , before ſhe leave him. | 


Dh, haſt thou lainme all Tet I tai 
Ex J be dedde, yet wpll J ones 
Though ſhe approach near 'the Gates &f 
Death, ſhe can open the Gateof her.Teeth, 
and make the.Poet's Oþſervation true , 
Wheel of a Womans Tongne is like a Rzver, © 
Set it once going, it will go for ever, | 
.} Well; It ſeems, beſpes hes Depafrure 
ſhe means to give,him.a ſtrange, Encounter. 
Sirrah Thief, do you bear. Yauthar fr 
if”. - * "enchanted 


. 


Kiſer 
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poll 
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enchanted me. .gnd 
from me ;* you th: {ogg Y; ny Ho jel 
due to..me:- Nay,-you- Blogd-b 
that for my 'Tapd have thus mdf 
draw near Eo 'Ter me kiſs he and ſq £ 
night to all the world. It ſhall not To 
but I'die in Charity ; So, cloſe yy Fi Eys &, 
I ſhall die preſently. This. dying Salute 
could not Thuſt but drive poor Jexkzn into 


fandry Extreams.: -For, thought he, ſhould 


ſhedie in ſpite after this manner, I ſhould 
make a:fair End, but a worſe Face in an'Hal- 
ter. Gladly: would he (if. ſhe were .not 
paſt hope ) recover her ; Down on his knees 
he goes, and: kiſſes her; rubs and chafes 
her 3 though ſhe needed ſmall _— 
ing as hot at Stomach, as any Pepper. 

the end, he reſolves: to ſalute her, and 7 
her Stomach be come down, to reconcile 
himſelf to her 3 but {till he fears; ſhe is ei- 
ther nearly dead, or wholly deaf. to ſuch 
an Humor. 


\ 


Ind 
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Andnere he came,and kneled faire a- 


un RE: 
Ind cated, dere ſuſfer, ſtvete Aliſoun 
Is helpe ine God J hall the neuer 


Thac J haue doen it is thy ſelf to wite | 
I artery og the beſeke 
vet eftlones F hit hun onthe cheke-- 

A = fair and proper Acknowledy- 
ment of his Offence ; If ſhe will but forgive 
him this raſh and unadvisd Affault, may he 
never defire any Favour, nor deferve any 
Love from her, nor i his greateſt need re+ 
 ecive any Succour, if ever he attemptany 
ſuch prefumptuous part thereafter. And yet 
alas (faith he):it was your Fault that we 
fell into this Debate : Had you ruFd your 
Tongue, I had held mine Hand ; yet for- 
give.it me, dear Siſter, ſweet 45/ax, and 1 
promiſe you, upan Fenkiz's Honeſty, that 
our Tongue ſhall never force me talike 
ury. While poor Jerk? is thus labouring 
in all humble manner to compoſe his own 
Peace, the dead Coarſe revives, and fetch- 
eth him ſuch an overthwart Blow. as his 
Head rings again. Which ( good man ) 
ſounds 


TY - (143] | 

founds better in his Ear, than ever any af 
her ſweet  Kiſles relifſhed is Lip; For, 
thought he, if ſhe have ſuch lightneſs in her 
Fingers, the: cannot but have fome Livelt- 
neſs at her Heart. T95 


And ſaied-:; thefe, thus -moch am_Fbe- 
boreke | 


Now woll J die, J may no lenger fpeke . 

Like the humorous Lady in the Comedy, 
theis every foot dying , to make him the 
more deſpairing; Though fhe had already 
wreaked her felf of him ſufficiently, yet will 
ſhe die with this Revenge, in ſpite of all his 
Remorſle. Andto —_— that ſhe is near 
Death; ſhe concludes, .* I may no longer 
© ſpeak: A dangerous Sign that ſhe is paſt 
all hope of Recovery. For when a woman is 
laid ſpeechleſs, the Bell may well ring our. 
But ſee what a bright Beam darted forth of 
this black Cloud ! 


-—Jt 
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—It lat with inizel care and wo = 
U,effell accozded withinour ſeluen fo. 
> > yak me all che bzidell inminehond 

0 haue the gouernaunce of hous @ lond 
Ind of his tongue and of his hond alſo . 
Ind made hem'btenne his book anon tho; 
- The world is well-amended with Dame 
Alyſon 5 She was even now for giving up 
the Ghoſt ; but holding it far better, upon 
ſome reaſonable tearms,to live than die, ſhe 
is content to take heart of Greaſe, and live 
a while longer ; Provided, ſhe may have 
the Bridle in her own hand, the Govern- ' 
ment of his Eſtate, the Command of his 
Tongue and hand ; and laſtly , that ſhe 
may burn this Apocryphal Book ,, which 
bred all this Variance and Debate: Toallt 
which he accords, and ſo the Peace is made. 
A very beneficial Peace for Jezkzz, albeit 
uponhard Tearms : For by this means, be-- 
came all Occaſions of future Difference pre- 
vented , a ſhrewd Dame to a peaceable 
Wite changed. And to HER no leſs uſcful, 
being for term of life, of all his Eſtate with- 
out any Compartner, abſolutely ſeized.Ne- 
yer from that time did any Wite from Dex- 
mark, 
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mark to Indja (to take her own n—_ 
live with Husband in more Unity, nor ſhew 
truer Arguments of Conſtancy, than ſhe did 
to her Jerkz7, , and all this without Hy- 


pocrifie. 


--Fnd ſo was he to me __. 
p2ay to God, that litte inLPaieſtie 
bliſſe his ſoule, foz his merch dere'_ . - 
Now woll I ſay my tale if ye woll here; 
: 'One Ttne-Love Knot betwixt them botkt® 
So faithful was his Love to her till the End, 
as ſhe cannot chuſe but remember his Soul 
in.her Prayers after his End. After which 
Orizon, ſhe makes ready to tell her Tale. 


The Frere lough whan he had heardall 
Pow dane 'qd he) ſo haue J joy 92 blig 
This is a long pzeamble of a tale, _ 

The Frier, amongſt others of her atten- 
tive Audience, ſtarts up, and jeers this good - 
Wife of Bath, for making fo long a Prearh- 
bleto her Fale, which, for onght that he 
knew, might prove as ſhort ; and ſo Te- 
| ſemble the 2477dian Building, who, for ma- 
kivg large Gatesto a little City, were ſcorn- 


fully 
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fully adviſed by that Cynick Dzogeres, to 
be very circumſpect and wary left their Ci- 
ty ſhould run out at their Gates. | 


Ind whan the Sompner herd the frere. 
ga "008 
Lo /qd this Dompner) by Goddes arms 


two | | 
I Frere woll entermete him euermo 
Lo god men, a Flie and eke a Frere. - 
Uoll fall in euery dilh and eke matere, 


.. Indefenceof her, and oppoſition to the 
Frier, up ſtands the Sumner 3 who reproves 
the Frier for interrupting this Good-wife 
in her Tale; as if he ſhould ſay, Marry 
Duck Sir Frier, Muſt you be ever inter- 
medling in others Afﬀairs ? You will have 
an Oar, I ſee, in every one's Boat : and 
make that'old Proverb good: 4 Fly and 4 
Frier will fall in every man s Diſh and Mat- 
fer. What have you, Sir Frier, todo with 
her Preambulations > Whether ſhe amble 
ortrot it concerns you nothing. You hin- 
der our Sport; Sit down, and give her 
way. | 


ye 
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' Ye yon thou (o ſir Sompner (9d the 
Now by mvſfay hall, ozer J go- 


ſuch atale oz two 
That ye the folke (hall laugh im _ 
Þ ace, 


What, Sir Sumner, are you. fo malapert ? 
Muſt you ' control a Frier? Well! For 
your grave Reproof.I ſhall, before we part, 
tell a Tale or two of a Sumner, that will 
give Occaſion' enough of Laughter. 


Now els FrereF bethtew thy face 
(0 this Doipner) and J befhzew 


But if 'J tell tales twoozthte 
Df Freres 


Sg —— 


The Sumner will not abate the Frier an 
Ace. He has a Tale or two to beſtow on 
the Frier, and to fit him with his own 
Cool, before they COMe to Syttingbourn, tos 
wards which they were journeying. He ees 
his Patience already netled, and he hopes, 
when it comes to his Turn to tell his Tale; 
the Frier will not find himſelf much re- 
frefhed. 


L 2 Dur 
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MOur yolt cried peace — 

Like a peaceable Moderator , our Hoſt, 
who was the very firſt Mover and Contri- 
ver of this Task, cries Peace. Let the wo- 
man go on (quoth he) with her Tale ; How 
Isit, that you fare as if you were drunk ? 
Youtrouble us ; Revenge your Diſtaſts on 
one another in your Tales, when your time 
comes 3 If you prepare, we ſhall hear. Then 

turning himſelf to this Wife of Bath, he per- 
ſuades her to goon, in theſe words ; 


Doe dame. tell fozth your tale, and that 
is belt 


Fil redy ſir (qd the) right as rouleſt 

If J haue licence of this wozthy Frere 

Pes _ tell fozth yonr tale, J woll it 
e. 


Go to Dame, let not their jarring trouble 
you. You know. what you Lo to do; | 
old it beſt, that you go on with your Tale. 

' Tamready ( faith ſhe ) to obey your will, 
provided that I may have this worthy Fri- 
er's Leave, whole Patience TI have ſo far a- 
bus'd with my long Preface; which, al- 
though it ſolace not him, it gave me that 
Delight, 
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Delight, as I could haye travell'd farther 
in this Diſcourſe, and never been tired, At 
laſt, with the Frier's Permiſſion, and Pro= 
miſe of Attention, ſhe goes on with her 
Tale. in this ſort. 7: 


—— 


A Comment uponthe Wife 'of 
Bathes Talc. 


vo N the old daies of king Ir- 
& : Cour | | 

ES (Df which the Bzetong -- 
J. ſpeken great honour =-— 


-. Prince Arthwr, the Son of 
Uther , born in Cormwal, was Crowned 
King of Britain in the Year 516, He was a 


| Prince, for Spirit no leſs Couragious, than 


in all his Attempts Victorious. His Cou- 
rage proclaimed him a man, and his goad 
Fortune an happy man. ' He fought twelve 


ſeveral Battels againſt the- Sqxors, and al- 
L 3 wales 


[150] 

waies returned Conqueror. - And having 
now to his ſacceeding memory teduced his 
 Countrey tov  quietneſs , and planted the 
Peaceful Olive in'his Confines; to expreſs 
his true Love to Chivalry, and memorize 
ſuch who were not only Aflociates, but Af 
ſiſtants in his Viory; He conſtituted the. - 
. Order of the Round Table, in which Or- 
der, he only retained ſuch of his Nobility , 
as. were molt. Renowned: for Vextue and 
Chivalry. This Round Table he kept in 
divers places, eſpecially. at Ca#hom,' Win- 

chefier, and Camalet in Somerſetſhire, Tn me- 

mory of which Foundation, by the Teft- 

mony of Leylavd,; there is yet tobe ſeen jn 

Denbighſhire, in the Parilh of Llarſavin," it 

the {ide ofa Stotiy Hill, a place. artificially 

compos'd, whexein be four and twetity 

Seats for men to fit in, ſome leſs, and ſome 

bigger, according to their ſeveral Statures; 

cut out of the mam Rock by'mian's Hand 3 

where young people coming to ſeek their 
Catte), uſe tofit; play, and tepoſe : They 

commonly call it #r#hr's Round Table. To 

in6ft on thoſe 'Fabulous Retations which 

former times have broachetl! torching this 

Prince, I will 'not; but refer them, who 

| OE Cs take 


[159 
uw delightiti the Report of ſuch Wonders: 
d Wives Legends. Let it ſuffice 
i, that inthis King's daies ( if they will 
take the word of a good. Old Wite of 
Bath ) ces 


Ill was this lond fulfilled of fairy 
The CUE TUE, with her joly com- - 
pany &c.. - 

King Oberox, Queen ab, Prince Cricket, 
and his Paramour Pig-Widgeon , with all 
their fair Company, uſed to repair hither, 
and dance a- Cinque-pace upon the Meads, 
(if they had ſo much Art among them. JYea; 
by uſual reſorting and conforting together, 
they became. ſo familiar with our. Milk- 
maids on the Downs, as they would not 
only ſport with them, but woo them and 
win them ; whence the Poet : 


Pug woot Jug, « wilyCab,,. 

To drink with him a Sillibub, | 
Which drunk, they ſo familiar, grew, 
As Jug became one of the Crew. 


But this{ faith our Wife of Bath ) was 
many hundred Years ago, *' King 0beron's 


Race is quite extintt: deotie; 'or elſe con- 
LS find 


TEES 
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fin'd'tp ſome other remote Iſland, whete 
they refide. And ſhe gives. a Reaſon of 


For there as wont to walk was an Elte 
There walkethnow the limitour him- 
- ſelfe. | 37 

* Limitors and holy Friers fupply, the 
Place of Fairies. Their Orizons, Anthems 
and Prayers have conjur'd down all Fay- 
ries. Betore times, young Wenches durſt 
not ſafely go by themſelves ; Every Buſh 
had his Hob-thruſh, but the world is well 
amended. | 


. 4 Proprias Limites Teriis imponcudo, &> removent ibus Ang- 
themata denunciando ditti, ut vereſomile eſt, x 


Women may go ſafely vp and doun 
neuery buſh, and vnder euery tre 
There nis no other incubus but he. 


Safe and ſecure may now our Maids be. 
No 1nc#bzs, Goblin, or Night-mare ſhroud 
themſelves inthe Buſhy Thickets to ſurprize 
them,” or with a cold Sweat in the Njght- 
times to oppreſs them : The devout Frier 
hath ard; them. There 15no other Incubnes 
f" 6, prralth | 6 
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but he. Neither need they fear any Diſho- 
nour; for nothing but holy Honeſty attends 


the Frier. 


And ſo fell it, that this king Frtour 
Dad in his houſe a luſty bacheler. 


Amongſt others of his Princely Retinue, 
for whom only this brave Victorious Prince 
reſerved his Round Table, one Luſty Youth 
there was in his Court, who 'giving Reins 
to his Defire, encountred a young amorous 
Maid, and. raviſh'd her 3 The Report of 
this Rape within few daies came to King 
Arthur's Ear, who, to expiate the Guilt of 
ſo foul a Crime, and free his Royal Court 
of all Diſhonour, denounced upon this wan- 
ton Courtier due Cenſure: Which Cen- 
ſure (as may be probably conceived) was 
grounded upon the Statute then, as now in 
Force ; That he who committed any Rape 
ſhould ſuffer Death. Albeit, inthoſe daies, 
an eſpecial kind of Death was inflicted-on 
the Raviſher, and that was, he ſhould loſe 
his Head ; to counterpoize this Offence, 
in depriving another of her Maiden-head. 


But 


WS 
But that the Nuene, and other ladies 


So0long p2ayden the king of grace 
Till ye his life graunted in that place 
Ind yaue him to the quene —— 

As it hath been ever accounted the high- 
eſt Honour for Knights to afford fuccour 
and relief to diſtreſſed Ladies, fo hath it 
been the cuſtom of Noble and Afﬀable La- 
dies to commilerate the Miſs-fortunes of 
Overtures of dejected Knights. - Such Fa- - 
vour found this' young Gentleman at the 
Hands of his Queen and her Ladies : who, 
no ſooner heard of this Judgment of Death 
pronounced upon him, than with Prayers 
and Tears (prevalent Suitors toa compaſi- 
onate Prince) they labour'd to reverſe that 
Sentence, and afford ſome 'oomfort to his 
approaching Ruine. As they pray'd, 16 
they prevail'd 3 The King (a Mirror in his - 
time, both for Juſtice and Mercy ) gives 
this Knight's Life to his Queen, to diſpoſe 
- Jof5 as ſhall beſt like her. Nor need he fear 

| ought elſe than a gracious Uſage at her 
Hands, from. whoſe Sollicitancy he had re- 
ceived his Reprieve, if not Reverſal of 
Judgment. The 


Bw 2 
ThE knig with all her 


2nd after this, thus ſpake the to the 

| knight bcc. ; 22 

The Queen, after due thanks rendered 
unto the King, for ſpeeding ſo well in her 
Suit, takes OY to talk with this 
Knight ; and tels him how, indeed, by her 
means, ſhe had procur'd his Reprieve for a 
time; but yet he was not to hold himſelf 
fafe nor ſecure from danger. His Life was 
given her, ang ſhe would beſtow it on him; 
provided that he- performed: what ſhe pro: 


| pounded, ard llc hat ſhe demanded, 


J graunt the thy life, ifcyar chou rap 
Wit thing it, that womon molt de 


Beware, and kepe thy necke bone from 
; » the irew.}. -* -// 0 F 19 o " B23 
A neceſiary Caution for this condemned 
Gentleman,” Asif the ſhould tay; Gp to-Sir; 
your Fact was hainous, for which you have 
here your Sentence.The Sentence of Death, 
you know, to be already pronounced; to 
; = attemper 
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attemper the ſharpneſs of which Cenfure, I 
have interceded for you ; and o far pre- 
vailed, as it is now in my hands whether 
you live or die. Nor is my Breſt fo ſteeled, 
as altogether inſenſible of Compaſſion. Yet 
muſt ſuch a Crime 2s you have committed, 
ſuſtain the difficulty of ſome Task before it. 
be remitted. This Queſtion then you muſt 
reſolve me, if ever you mean to expect any 
Favour from me. It concerns our Sex, as 
from. our Sex you are to acknowledg the 
Benefit of your Life. 


And if thou cant not cell it me anon 
Pet woll J yeue the lene fox to gon 
E, | —_ month and a day, to ſeke and 


An anſwere lufficient in this matere. 


If the Queſtion ſeem too intricate, I wall 
give you a twelve-moneths time to conſider 
of it ; yet with Sureties for your Return at 
the Years end. Go to, this is alltheFavour 


I will ſhew you. 
UNo was the knight, and ſozowfully he 
ſiketh, | 


Mightily perplexed was this diſtreſſed 
| Knight; 


| [157] 
Knight ; but ſeeing there is no Remedy;but 
he muſt either alſoil this Queſtion, or de- 
{pair of Safety ; he ' prepares himſelf for his 
urney. Wherein, you. may ſuppoſe, 
what Coaſts he frequents, with what peo- 
ple of all Qualities and Conditions he con- 
ſorts ; he leaves no place unſought, where 
he conceives the leaſt hope that this Queſtt- 


on may be afloil'd. 


But he ne couth ariuen in no coſt 
UUhere as he might kindin this matere 
Two creatures accozding yfere. 


As many Men ſo many Minds. A whole 
College of Phyſicians had not more diffe- 
rent Opinions ; Nor all the antient Philoſo- 
phers more diſcrepant Tenets cOnennue 
Felicity. Some faid it was Riches that di 
moſt delight them. Others thought Honours 
did moſt content them. Others held that 
Gorgeous Attire did highlieſt take them. 
Some faid Mirth,others faid Delight in Bed, 
others to be Widows oft. Sore, and thoſe 
_ ofthe ſelf-ſame Sex (for whoknows better 
their hearts than themſelves) taking com- 
paſſion of this poor perplexed Knight, and 
deſirous to fatisfic him in what they could, 

untt- 
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unriveted- the ' very Secrets of their own 
Breſts , and-told him plainly what of all 
things in the world they for their parts 
moſt deſired ,. and what of all others 
moſt fcontented them. For my part, faid 
one, there'ts nought that delights me more, 
than to have Hearts-caſe, to 'be cheared, 
cheriſhed, flattered and pleas'd; ever tc 
have my Words ſeconded, my Arguments 
maintained, and in all my Buſineſs to have 
my ſelf duly attended. Another of the fame 
Sex, and forher Opinion, by all likelihood 
of the ſame Sed, ſtarts up, and affirms'; 
That for her part, ſhe lov'd nothing better, 
than to be free and at her own Diſpoſe ; to 
be countermanded by none, to do what ſhe 
liſt ; not to be reproved for any Vice that 
ſhe loved ; to be eſteemed wiſe 3 more 
free than nice; more buxom than pre- 
' elle. | 


Foz trewly there nig none of ug all = 
| Jean wi  woll clawe vs on the gall 
hat we nill kike —— 

Here this Good-wite of Bath puts in her 
Vye, and confirms their Opinion, who held 
that nothing delighted a Woman more than 

to 


[159] 
to be foothed, ſeconded, and humored: For 
whoſoever ( faithſhe_) uſe to claw us on 
the Gall, ornettle us, they ſhall find us to 
have Stomachs. We cannot endure to be 
controlled ; 'give us the Swinge , or they 
that oppoſe us, are ſure ta be fwinged. As 
gain, If we be ſubject to any Vice, we 
cannot brook that any other's Eye ſhould 
prie into our Boſoms. When we are light- 
eſt, we defire to be held demureſt 5 when 
moſt Vitious, to be reputed moſt Vertuous. 


They are lov'd moſtby us; who defend our + 


Vices; They offend usmoſt, who ſtile not 
our Vices Vertues. : 


Jud ſome men ſam, that grete Delite 
' _ hauewe (N 
Fo2 to ben holde able and eke'(ecre_ 
Ind in one purpoſe ſtedfaſtly to dwell 
Ind not bewzay thing that men vs tell, 


Here ſhe proceeds in the Delivery 'of 
their ſeveral] Opinions ; when ſhe. ſhews, 
how ſome held it their higheſt Delight to 
be eſteemed conſtant in their Courſes, fe- 
cret in their Counſels; to hold their firſt 
purpoſe immutably, and to conceal whatfo- 
ever was recommended to their cs" 

ut 
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- But how lightly (faith ſhe ) we of our Sex 
ſet by keeping of Counſel, that Fable of 
* Midas, reported by 0vid, will ſufficiently 
diſcover. 

he Bacchus Bounty ſo freely beſtowed, waa not ſo diſcrealy 
employed by Midas, as Neptune's Gifts were by Theſeus: 
This brought Midas to the Brink of Miſery: e wrongly 
Theſeus ſaſc Delivery. 


—— Coll ye here the tales 
Ouide, ainong other things ſmall 
Daid, Widas had vnder hts long heres 
Growing on his yeed, two alles ears. 
Mida, quaſi mudiv UAG!, becauſe his Eies 
were blinded or filmed with Covetouſneſs. 
He was King of Phryg7a,and one of the rich- 
eſt that ever reign'd. The Poets feign, that 
after he had reſtored Szlerxs unto Bacchas, 
to gratifie his Courteſie, Bacchs promiſed 
him what Gift ſoever he ſhould demand ; 
Upon which Offer, he defired that what- 
ſoever he touched , might be into Gold 
turned. By which means, the very Meat 
which was provided for his Repaſt; became 
Gold; ſo as, though he ſurfetted in Gold, 
he famiſh'd for Food. Well then deſerved 
| he 


[161] | 
| hean Aſſes Ears for his Labour, who could 
not ſatisfie his Defires witliout ſtatving Na- 
—_ _ _— cover this Defutmity ( as 
may be ſuppoſed ) he wore purpoſely lon 

Hate, ſo gt knew ofit, fave only * 
Wite, whom he eſpecially truſted, and to 
whoſe Secrecy thoſe long Ears of his were 
only diſcloſed. She, who had ſolemnly 
vow d never to diſcloſe what he had recom- 
mended to her Truſt ; -both to keep her 
Oath, and yet difgorge her Stomach of that 
Secret, which lay ſo fretting and frying on 
her;as ſhe muſt needs be delivered of its fe- 
ſolved one day to go downto a Mariſhnear 
adjoyning , far remote from the fight or 
ſearch of man 5; where, juſt like as a Bittern 
puts his Beak in a Reed, and through the 
follownel of the Cane makes a ſhrill and 


- 


ſharp ſound, fo lay 2427495 Wife with her 
| Mouth to the Water, ufing thefe Words ; 
Doft thou hear, thou Mariſh * my Husbanl 
has a pair of Afſe's Ears 5 This js a Secret, 
none but my ſelf knows of it 5 I would not for 
a world impart it. $0, now ny Heart is eaſ- 
ed: My Lace woild have broke, if Thad not 
diſclos'd it. 


— 


 » an þ m_ 
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- The remnaunt of the tale, if ye will yere 

-Redeth Puide,: and there ye-may it lere, 

' This Story you may read inthe Eleventh 

Book of his Metamorphoſis, where the Rea- 

ou of this Transformation is lively expre{- 
ed. 66 


This knight of which my tale is ſpeci- 
Uhan that he ſawe, he might not come 
thereby 


This is to ſay, what women louen molt 
Uithin his herte lozowful was yis | 
golte, &c. 


Many Coaſts and Countries had this di- 
ſtreſſed Knight ſearch'd , fundry Folkes 
Judgments and Opinions had he ſought, yet 
is he no nearer, than when he began. Diffe- 
rent were their Conceits, according to the 
Difference of their Minds. Nothing was 
definitely conchuded, becauſe their Fade. 
ments were ſo diverſly diſtrated. On draws 
thetime, in which his Summons cals him 
home; which, rather than he will not keep, 
inregard of thoſe dear Friends Words en- 
gaged for him, he reſolves to ſuffer a thou- 


conleguenth 
- out ofall A. popcureþia Pardon... Bo 


[ak ep pe.goth, he might ot loiourne | 
MILEY —— he RO IONETONA 
-Andin his:way,. it hapned himtorids/ 4 
Jn all his care, under a fozeſt de | 
Wore heſaw upou a daunce gs - 
MO nceaed aud twenty, aud: vet 
C, 


Amidiſt theſe diſtrated Cares of his; ain 
travels homeward (for approached was the 
_time of his Return, with a general Expe* 
ance of his Reſolve) as he caſts his trous; 
bled Eye aſide, . he {ces a Company of dain> 
ty and eficate Lidies, oye hy, or Wood- 
Nymphs all, leading a pleaſarit Dance near 
tothe Forreſt fide 3 3 Towards them he ads 
dreſſeth his Courſe, in hope to receive ſome 
Comfort from them. Bur'to increaſe his 
Anguiſh, no ſooner draws he near them, 
than they vaniſh, 


by 


M gin No 
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"No creature ſaw he that bare life © 
_— grene, he ſaw fitting an old 


- |” Beauty. was gone, and. Deformity left. 
All thoſe amiable Ladies were quite vaniſh- 
ed; and none remaining but an old Hag, 


whoſe ſight begot in him' more Loathing 


than Loving. Thoſe, whom former times 
have painted out for the moſt ugly, and 
worlt-favoured Creatures that ever breath- 
ed; even Nays, Cataſtes, Theſtylis , were 
dainty Paragons in Nature *, 


* This Morher-Midnighr, ſhap'd like a Sweden Hag, and by | 


all likclihoed the Fayrics Midwifc, 


Igainthe knight the old wife gan ariſe, 


A proper Salute, and as mannerly a Re- 
greet; you may. expect, as an old Trot of 
er ſhapecould afford. For thus ſhe ſeems 
to accoſt him : © God may you bleſs, young 
© Gentleman 3 for you look like a bonny 
. Re Youth. What way bound you 
© fo faſt down by this uncouth Forreſt?Sure, 
* if I miſs not my Mark, youare out of your 
© Aim; 


I fouler wight there may'no'man deuiſe, 


” das. AM. . 4 _— ——_- 


[es ]. 
© Aim-3- for this. .is no High-way 3 Sooth im 
© God, there, 15, ſomewhat; or: other, 'that: 
1Ipes you; by. th Heartz for. your; freſly 
wry Countenance looks , - Is it Love; 
© ax God's Name,.or ſome my giddy thing: 
* thar girdsyau?.! 1 


— Tell me what: re - ſehr by your fay .. 
Peradventure it may the better be © 
This old folke conne much thing (qdGe) 


We old''Frots'are good for Jomething- 
We have many fine Medicines in ſtore, that 
Juſtier Huffics little wot. on.' "Read y ont 
Redetome then boldly,” you ſhall fin 


- an honeſt old- womans And true wilt 


Friend in a Corner,: though ſhe be n=ver ſo 


ore-ſpent by. Nature ,” may ,do a Buxſom 


Boy a Pleaſure, 


lefe mother this t \certaine 
Ja CT Nr we ſain - 
pt thing it is, that women moſt de- 


Coud: ve me wiſle, J wold quite well 


your hire- 
His time limited is ſo ſhort, and ſo ſpee- 


dy his Task, as it admits no Delay. He. dil- 
M 3 covers 
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 Egerounts Her the reafoofhis Rau | 
that deſert and anfrequented Forreſt. - 
Queſtion thatthe is injoyned'to' affoi 
pailvof Life, he declares into hee.” Albtic 
ſeal Comfort he expetifronther. - This he 
” _ imparts, than ſhe returns kini'this 
ed, Anſwer, to bring him; Hip to 
wore: from this high beet 1 th & h 
_ Langer... 


Plighk ; methetrouth pere immy TY 


Te, To ehing thas Irequireof the. 
hol als t Do-if.it bein thy might... 
nds woll tell it yqu, oz it, benight../ 


'-\Dapper Youth, 'quoth-ſhe, this' POR 
6f ſomne weight + ; It 18 a dear wade, whe 
your Lite lies upon laſt Stake; Well, go 
to.3 . you have travell d far,,, and you axe Be; 
ver a Chip the wiſer. .You. ſhall ſee an;old 
Wife has rel Lhe But. fixſt;you muſt xe; 
quite me, or T mean hiever to refalve you. 
Give me your Hand-Promiſe,. that ater] 
have told you this Queſtion, you will grant 
whatſoever I ſhall demand of you, if it be 
in your power; Do not deny me, leſt [ 
leave) you asI found yon. ' 


Haue 


Un 


*» naeeÞ | ww 


SGT, oo (7. ad, 


> ons 
Dauehere itty trought (qd the.knight) J 


. Life is veet 3 he will:ineither deny her; 
nor delay her, but vows truly. to perform 
whatſoever ſhall be injoyned by her. _ 
Than qdthe,.'J may me well auaunt 
Thylife 96, I'm | | 

Be of godd chear then.. Your Life is as 
fafeas mine,” and fafer too 3. for T haye one 
Footith* Grave; as you ntay* ſee, already: 
I will ſo truly reſolve it, as the Qneemther- 
ſelf, wha firft put this Queſtion to you,ſhall 
before all that fair Aſlembly maintainit, 
that the proudeſt ſhe that wears a Kerchief 
on her Head, ſhall not deny it. Withdraw 
your felf into, that Arbour , and. I will 
tellyous--:;'; 21 2 - ? 


-—— Without lenger ſpeche 
Tho rowned he a piſiel tn .his ere 
And bad him to be glad,and-haue no fere, 


'” The precioufeſt Ear-Rimng-that ever he 
wore. What he: had ſought"for among ſo 
many Beauteous Damoſels; inſo many fre- 
quented places, in ſuch eminent Courtsy 
EN M 4. and 


[168] | 
and could never attain; he finds now.in the. 
Breſt of an ol withered PTY awild jag 
reſt, far remote from the Seat or Sight of 
men. Suppoſe him then', thus provided, 
now 'approaching the "Court, where 'he' ts 
expected according to his 'Day:hmited,. to 
return his Anſwer, where_he 1s either to 
come off with Honour or Danger. 


The quene her ſelf, ſitting as a jultiſe 
ned boys his anſwere fo} hers 
Indafterwatd this knight was bode a- 

yere. © 


A great Aſſembly of women are purpoſe- 
ly-come to Court to hear this Kmght's An- 
ſwer, and togive their Judgments, as may: 
be thought, whether this Queſtion to him 
propoſed, were by him truly or no reſolved. 
A general Silenceby an O Yes, thrice pub- 
lickly cried, was to all Women injoyned, 
A Task, I grant of no ſmall difficulty, but 
this was, to th'end this Knight ſhould not 
be interrupted; The Knight, after his Ap- 
peaxance, and fo free Audience, with a 
{bril] Voice and ſtout Spirit; as one confi- 
dent of his Anſwer, aſloiles the Queſtion 
with this Reſolution - 0 OI 


= 


Wy liege lady; generally, qd. he 

Women deſiren to haue ſouerainte | 
As well ouer-her huſbonds as her loue.., - 
Ind foz to ben in mailtry hem aboue : - 
Gs AM deſire, though yeme . 


Doth as you liſt, J am here at your will, 
- There is nothing which a'woman deſires 
more than Soveraignty 3 Command is her 
Content 3 Dominion her Minion ; her will 
her Weal. This the Poet confirms :  '//? 


Nor Love, #6r-Life, nor Liberty, nor Land, '- 
Can pleaſe a Wench, unleſs ſhe have Command, 


Soveraignty is ſuch a Pearl in her Eye, 
that Life isa loathing unleſs it be attending, 
Thus hath "he returned his: Anfwer 3 now 
hear what Applauſe it receives in this fair 
Feminine Aflembly. | 


Jn all the court nas there wifene maid 
Ne widow): that contraried that he ſaid 
But ſatd, he was wo2thyhyan his lite... 
- By general Voice and' Vote he is held 
worthy to have his Life. Their own Bo- 
;omeclie would have condemned them, _ 
: netle 


| [x70] 
netled the old rive]l'd Hag, from whom he - 
receiv'd that Anfiver, and who all the time 
had been filent, 'to have ſtirred her glib 
Tongue among them. Now imagine, after 
this Queſtion ſo fully reſolved, and the 
whole Court of Women ready tobe diffot 
ved, with what unexpected. fo this Late 
rptexed Knight-was tranſported 3 which, 
(behold the Mutability of all Earthly Com- 
forts,; ever ſweeter in Ambitioa than Fruitt+ 
on); was as quickly exiled, by another Oc 
current which now {ucceedeth., . 75! 


And withehat word, up tert the ol 
UWizch that the knight fond ſitting on | 
Woiuch thats 


| grene {Os ax FATS 
Mercy(qd lhe)my ſoueraine lady quene-- 
::No ſooner was this Queſtion reſolved, 
the Knight pardoned, and all ready. to des 
part, than up ſtarts this old Trot, and ap- 
peals to-the Queen, who fate'as Chief Ju- 
{tice 5 to whom -ſhe exhibits her Petition , 
after that, like another O»yphada, fhe had 
unnimbly ruſhed downupon her four Quar- 
ters, and in;her beſt homely manner; had 
done her Reverence; * Madam, Tans:an 
* old 
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®*61d womati, and fo muſt youlget here be, 
<fthey' live to't; yet arnold 'woman de< 
Serves her die 'as vrell ds/ the youngeſt? 
This gay" Knight, fimply though Iftand 
< here, was taught by me his Anſiver : for 
© which he: pliphted' me his Troth , that 
<. whatſoever Tſhould demand at his Hand, 
*fF it lay in his j power, he would perforni, ' 


Befoze ne the court than, pray Jthe fir 
(Nd. Ge): that thou me take unto the | 


aa: yaue kept the 

: You ſhall nar 1 ſay , Sir Kn OR flove 
you ill; both to Bic your Life, and procure 
you a Wife, is no mean Courtefie. T mean 
to beſtow:,no:worle thangy felf on you 3 
and many-a poor: Knight would be heartily 
glad of a worle Choice. You know Pro- 
miſe is Debt 5 nor can you pay.your Debt, 
unleſs you tender your (elf. | 


Tos Jay falſe, ſay nay upon thy fay. 
bag anſwerd, alas' and wela- . 


She 
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; She puts lim to his .Book-Oath, but he 
- will neither; take it, nor :her by; his goad- 
will. He muſt now turn gyera.new Leaf, 
and a@ another freſh Scene of.Sorrow. For, 
thinks he, if Life be nothing without Socie- 
ty, what may that Life be worth, where he 
muſt live with her whom. he eternally loths? 
Thusto live were .to die ; ,yeato:die were: 
to live, rather than embrace ſuch a Life. 
Better thinks he; /it had been-by many De- 
grees, to have ſtood Mute, andifubmitted 
himſelf to the extreameſt Cerifure,” than up- 
on ſuch hard tearms to have procur'd an 
Anfwer, the. iſſue whereof will undo him: 
for ever. He reſolves then to make her a 
fair Proffer , the Acceptance ; whereof , 
though it ſhould make him a Beggar, yet 
his Conceipt infinitely happier, 


Take all my god, andlet ihy body go. = 
Nay qd the, than J G2ewe vs both two. 


As if he ſhould ſay, I confeſs freely, that 
I have receiv'd an incomparable Courteſie 
from you; being the next Means under 
God and my Gracious Soveraign, of pre- 
ſerving my. Life.z. Nor will: I deny but 1 
promis'd you upon the Anſwer I g's 
rom 


\lf 
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from. you, whatſoever were in my:power, 
I would freely: and without exception giys 


| you. But little did I expe& that myſelf 


ſhould be: the' Gift.. Alas! You are an 
old Woman, and ſhould think of other mar- 
ters, than fuch youthful Marriages. For 
what would this beget but Jealoufie in you, 
Difcontent in me, and ſome miſerable End 
to us both? This Diſparity in our Years, 
can make no true Harmony in our Aﬀecti- 
ons. Ape, generally is more givento the 
World, than the Fleſh Accept then of 
my Fortunes, I lay them down at your 
Feet, and leave me to the wide world" to 
raiſe me an Eſtate. I have nothing toodear 
for you but my ſelf ; releaſe me of that, and 
take all. This, he thought would have 
prevail'd, but he is far deceiv'd ; She ex- 
preſsly anſwers him, that it was not his For- 
tunes that could content her; No, norall 
the precious Ore, Metals, nor Minerals of 
the whole Earth. As his own Life was by. 
her means ſaved, ſo expects ſhe that his own 
Perſon ſhall recompenſe it. Set your heart 
then at reſt, faith ſhe, as you receiv'd from 
me the Benefit of your Lite, ſo nothing will 
content me but-being your Wife and your 


[174] _ 
— (qdhe) nay my dampmation- 

thac anyof my nation &c. j 
© My Love, my loathing ! Hanging and 
wedding go by deſtiny eF; he Tolls It 
ifourable, whether his loſs of life or choice 
of luch a Wife, were the greater Miſery, 
He holds Martial's opinionin his affiance to 
this woman, | 


Paula likes me, ſo ſhall I-never her, 
Becanſe ſhe's old, wnleſs ſhe elder were. ' 


He could be the better contented. to 
marry her, if he were but perſuaded that 
he ſhould ſhortly become her Survivor 3 
mean time, this is his conceiptz though, he 
received from her the benefit of his lite, yet 
he holds his life at too high a rate to be 
enthralled to her love. | Neither , as he 
verily thinks, would this diſgrace which he 
ſhould thus incur, by ingaging himſelf to 
this unweldy Beldame, who was a very far- 
del of Diſeaſes, refle& only upon himſelf, 
but on his whole Nation : For to deſcribe 
her, and beſtow on her her true Character, 
What was ſhe, but a fapleſs ſeer ſtock with- 
out verdure 3 a crawling creeping Cricket, 

without 
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- without vigour 5 a proportionlels feature 


without favour > One ; whoſe mouth'tike 


2 common ſewer, was ever Uriveling;zwhoſe 


Noſe, 'like'4 perpetual Eimbeck; Wavewer 
dropping.” The Sciaties had taken PolleE 
fionof her Hip ;, the Megrim of her Head; 
An aged Filth had quite wah her tel; 

And aniinceſlatit Cough ken izure of her 
Lungs. Her Mouth was diharged of the 
Grinders 3 ; from which iſftied fach a Stearn, 


as it would have put a Serjeant in mind of 


his Mortality. Yet muſt this proper Puſ 
be this Knight's dainty Bride ; For howſo- 
ever he hold himſelf high! y diſparaged, his 
Nation diſhonoured, his ſucceeding T7 
etetnally daſhed 5 | 


Theend is this, thathe 
Conſtrained was, that nedes mult he her 


wed 
| Ind caverh ths old wife, and goeth fo. 


KG, part perform his Promiſe 3 Where 
women are Judges, the worſt of their Sex 
mult not be wronged. Now what a com- 
fortable Bridal this was, let them judge 


who have known the miſery of a Load 
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Bed: Bat no Remedy in caſes of ſuch inevi- 

table Neceſlity 3 He muſt. put on the beſt 
.Countenance he can, and learn to diſſem- 
, ble with the World, the bittereſt of whoſe 


Diſcontents he hath now ſufficiently taſted, 


Now wolden ſome men ſay parauenture 
That foz niynegligence, Jdo'no cure 
Totellen you the joy and the array 
That at the feaſt was that ilke day. 

Now ſome (faith this old Wife of Bath) 
will perhaps expect that I ſhould ſpeak of 
the Joy and Jollity, Feaſts and Solemnity 
of this goodly Marriage, As firſt, how the 
Bride and Bridegroom were attired, with 
what Companies attended, what Dainty 
Cates were provided , how the Feaſters 
were ranked, with what Muſick and Melo- 
dy cheared. 


To the whith thing anfwere Ghoztly J 
all 


I ſay there was no joy ne feeſt at all, 


- They that expect any jovial Day at ſuch 
a Bridal-Day, are much deceived ; There 
was nothing there but Pouting, Louring, 
and Cloudy Weather ; All things were me 

of 


| 
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of temper 3- No Confort could keep any 
Concord, when'the Chiefof the Feaſt were 
at ſuch mortal Diſcord: | They that came 
to their Table, might be ſure-to find ſtore 
of Foul in every Corner 3 - Foul Looks, 
Foul Lips, :Foul-Linnen; ' Well may we 
think then ; -. fob 


Get was the ſozow the knight had in his 
thou | 


hought 
Whan he was with his wife a bedde 
tbzought. 

He is now entring his Mount #174, or his 
Cancaſys rather ; for ſhe is cold enough. for 
any ſeaſon. A perpetual Feaver now afficts 
tim. Reſt he cannot, yet may ſhe reſt,and 
will not. 


e waloweth, and turneth to and fro. 
is old tvike lay ſmiling evernio 
dſaid ; © dere huſbonde, O benedicite 
Fareth euery knight thus as ye ? 
While he makes his Bed his Rack, turn- 
ing.to and fro, toſling and wallowing in his 
Sheets of Shame, for ſo he holds them, his 


Bed-felow expoſtulates the Caufe with 
N him, 
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-him, and witha comfortable Smile, as you 
may gather , by her amiable Favour and 
Feature, thus accoaſts him 3 © Good God, 
© Dear Husband, what a tofling and turn- 
*ing you make ! Fares every Knight with 
©his Wife as you do? Is this the Comfort 
*of a firſt Nights Marriage > Marry, Fie 
* upon Wedding and this beit. Are King 
* Arthur's Knights fo dainty of their Love, 
*as they will tender no Benevolence to 
© them from whom they receive the Benefit 
© of their Life? Sure, others .are neither ſo 
*coy nor curious, ſo dainty nor dangerous 
: of their Buſles nor Embraces as you be. 
* Am not 7 ſhe, who preſerved your Life 
* from Danger, and fince have married you, 
*which deſerves ſome Honour £ How is it 
*then, that like a mad man, you ſhew this 
*Diſtemper , and with-hold that Freedom 
* of Love from me, which you ought in du- 
*ty to tender ? Firſt Night had been no 
*fuch great matter, if you had been more 

* ſparing of your Love hereafter. | 


Fy 


: "2" =T—_ 


#0, what is my gilt 2 foz gods loue tell 
mett YEE a 
Andic (Wall be amended if J-may. 
Amended (4d this knight) alas nay 
nay &c. 


Sure my Guilt cannot be fo great, but if 
you look on the Means of your Safety, that 
will excuſe me 3 But ifT have been in ought 
blame-worthy, do but impart it, and Tſhall 
amend it. Amend it ( quoth the Knight ) 
that's impoſſible, When I look on'thy De- 
formity, it makes me quite forget the means 
of my Safety. Thy Preſence makes my 
Bed loathſom ; thy Old Age and baſe Birth 


| make my Life weariſfom. No wonder then, 


3fT thus toſs, turn and turmoil my ſelf, when 
Tſeeno Object that may afford to my reſt- 
lefs Mitery the leaſt Hope of Comfort.Burſt 
then, poor hapleſs Heart, ſince thou art de- 
ſtitute of all Hope , and deprived of all 


| Meansof Help. 


Js this (qd) the cauſe of your unzeſt? 
Pe certainly qd he, no wonder ms, 
What, faith ſhe, is this all you can object 


againſt me? Is it my Baſe Parentage, or 
N 2 Mean 
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. "Mean Perſonage the only Reaſon of your 
Diſtaſt? Yes, anſwers he, what Reaſons 
can be greater, when neither outward 
Worth, nor Equality of. Birth fuits with 
mine Honour ? 


Now fir (qd ſhe) Jcouth amend all this 
If that me liſt, erit were Dates thee 
Do well ye might beare you vnto me. 


Well Sir, theſe are no ſuch great Eye- 
ſores, but they might be cured; yea, and 
before three Daics were expired,if you de- 
meaned your ſelf towards me as became a 
Loving Husband. But whereas you ſtand 
ſo much upon Gentility of Blood; Truſt me, 
ſweet Spouſe, theſe Titles are but Trifles. 
Thoſe only are to be held generous, who 
are Vertuous ; thoſe Ignoble, who are Vi- 
cious. Nobility of Blood, if it want inward 
Worth, is ſoon corrupted ; and the higheſt 
Family without Vertue, ſtained. Ir is true, 
 wedenve from our Anceſtors our Deſcents, 
yet if we come ſhort of them in Deſerts, we 
more diſhonour them, than we are honour- 
ed by them. For howſoever they confer 
on us their Inheritance, they cannot leave 
ns their Goodneſs; That muſt be by our 
own 
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own Endeavours obtained, not to us Lines 
ally derived; He is a right Gentleman, that 
has gentle Conditions ; from whence he 
took his Name, as It agreed beſt with his 
Nature. 


Uel can the wiſe poete of Flozence 
Sou hight Daunte, ſpeke in this ſen- 
ence. 


Danunt , a Famous Italia Poet, of whom 
ſucceeding times have given this Approved 
Teſtimony 3 


Ingernous Daunt, who had the Art to ſit 
Hzs Subjed ta his Verſe, his Verſe toit. 

He was Laureat in his Time, and of fuch 
a pregnant preſent Conceipt, as he was no 
leſs honoured by the Eminenteſt Princes 
then living 3 who joy d to be his Mera#ar: 
than memorized after his Death with-a rich 


and ſumptuous Monument, with his Ffis figies 


to Life engravenon it; 


N 3 Lo 
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Loin ſuch manner rime is Pauntes tale 
Ful _ UP rileth by his bzaunches * © > 
ina | _ 

{_ of nan : fo2 God of his god- 

neue A 
Wo! uy we claim of him cur gentil- 
nee. | 

Here this old Woman ſhews her ſelf gra- 
ced with inward Worth, though ſhe want 
outward Parts, in a free Delivery of her 
Reading both in Poetry and Philoſophy. 
Wherein ſhe firſt repeats Dazzt's Divine 
Sentence, how we are to attribute all glory 
unto God, from whom we receive not only 
outward Proweſs , but all inward Good- 
neſs. From our Elders, we may receive 
Fortunes and Temporal Bleflings, which 
uſually prejudice moſt, where they are pol- 
ſels'd moſt : But for inward Abilities, it is 
not in their power to derive them to us, nor 
beſtow them on us. And he gives the Rea- 
ſon, which he confirms with a Familiar In- 
ſtance * For, faith he, Should Goodneſs 
be derived lineally , then where there is 
iny goodneſs in the Anceſtor, it ſhould dif- 
fuwc and propagate jt ſelf toal: his Family ; 
Nene ita: acicended from him, ſhould be 
£46 addicted 
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addicted toany Vilany : There would be' 
an Heritage of Goodneſs in the whole Li- 
nage. Juſt as Fire, ſhould you carry it into 
the darkeſt Cell betwixt Heav'n. and Fro-' 
| zen Carcaſes, yet would it, according to its 
Natural Quality and Operation, give Light 
ahd Heat; The - Darkneſs of the Houſe 
could neither obſcure nor extinguiſh it ; till 
what fed it were conſumed, and fo it ſelf 
became quenched. --- But it 4s far otherwiſe 
with Gentry , it derives no ſuch Native 
Motion nor Operation from her Family. 


F02 god it wot, men may full often find 
A lozdes ſon done Game and villany —— 

As Baſtard-Slips take ſeldom deep Root, 
ſo the freeſt and moſt generous Plants bring 
not alwaies forth. moſt Fruit. The hope- 
fulleſt Cyens are oft-times moſt degenerate. 
Catiline and Cethegws were a ſhame to their 
Fathers; So were Semphroniaand Lncilla 
to their Mothers. He or'the' then (faith 
this Moral Bride) that would be accompted 
Generous, Jet him be Vertuous  Hecan- 
net be a Gentleman, that 18 not endowed - 
with a Gentle Mind. Be he or ſhe never'f6-. 


nobly Deſcended, if Nebauch'd, they are - : 4 


N 4 but 
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but Peaſants... Neither can we juſtly chal- 
lenge to our '{elves any Honour from-our 
Anceſtors, if, we ſecond them not in AGi- 
ons worthy the Renown of thoſe Anceſtors. 
It is neither Priority of Place, nor Nobility 
of Race, that deſerves Approving,but Gen- 
tleneſs and Afﬀability., which from God 
bave their ſole Beginning. 


Thinketh how noble, as ſaith Ualerius 
Was t be Tullins Doſttlius, 


Tullus Hoſtiliue, of whom ſo 
glorious a mention is made by 
Palerius Maximms, wasthe third King of the. 
Romans, a Prince of Singular Sobriety, a 
ſingular Obſerver of all. Yertues ; Inſfomuch 
as his own Goodnels- raisd.. him to. that 
Greatneſs. His Poverty, conld not keep. 
him from Imperial Dignity.,. becauſe the 
Eyes of all good men were upon him 3 by 
whoſe general Suffrage he was elected, and 
to a Regal Seat advanced. Peruſe likewiſe - 
the Works of Sexeca and Boctizs, two Au- 
thors moſt ſententioully Divine, and you 
{hall find (faith this old Bride ). that 1t- is 
gentle Deeds that make one truly Gentite. 
By all which,ſhe expreſsly concludes, that 
Weg of te z | an 
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an Honourable Deſcent infers not ever 
Eminence of Deſert; For as one may be 
Low-bred and well diſpos'd, ſo may onebe 
High-born, and ill-aftected: 


nd therefoze dere huſband, J thu#con- 
clude 

Al wereit that mine anceters were rude 

Pet may that yie god, and ſo.hope Y 

Ozaunt megrace to live vertouſly, 


Surceaſe Husband, to twit me thus with 
Baſeneſs of Birth 5 Though mine Anceſtors 
were rude, yet if God give me Grace to be 
good, my: Vertuous Life ſhall ennoble my 
low ine. Let not this therefore fo much 
diſtaſt you, though my Deſcent be mean, I 
purpoſe to ſupply that Want by Deſerts," if 
that may pleaſe you. 


Andthere as yeof pouertie me repzene -. 
The hie God, on whom that we bilene 
Jn wilful pouerte cheſe to kede his life &c. 


Secondly, Whereas you feem fo much to. 
tax me for my Poverty 3 That Condittonis 
rather ta beloved, than reproved. He who 
may bea Pattern to us all for Imitation,pre- 
ferred voluntary Poverty before any other 
| Condition. 
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Condition. Neither may we think would 
He have chus'd it, if there had been any 
Evilinit. The Philoſopher faith , To be 
filent in Proſperity, chearful in Adverſity, 
in both to ſhew an Indiffterency, 1s the high- 
eſt Pitch cf Philoſophy. Its the Saying of 
Sage Seneca , and other Learned men, That 
he only is Proſperous and Happy, who con- 
tents himſelf with his Poverty ; Admit he 
be not worth a Shirt to his back, he has 
Wealth enough, who holds himſelf content. 
He js the richeſt, whoſe Defires are feweſt ; 
He the pooreſt, whoſe Wiſhes are fulleſt. 
There isno Poverty but Sin properly. Ju- 
venal ſpeaks merrily : 


He that s ſo poor he is not worth a Groat, 
Before a Thief may ſong a merry Note. 


Yea,to deſcribe more fully the Excellenc 
of Poverty ; It is a Soveraign good, rg? 
generally hateful , inwardly fruitful. An 
expedite Diſpatcher of Buſineſs 3 For how- 
ſoever we pay for Expedition in theſe 
Courts on Earth, tlus is that leads us in the 
 expediteſt Courſe to the Court of Heaven ; 
It enlighteneth our Underſtanding, enliven- 
eth our Conceiving , rectifieth our Judg- . 
x : ment, 
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ment, if in theſe Guſts of ſeeming Afiition 
we be patient. Theſe, and many other 
excellent Fruits produceth Poverty, though 
few or none entertain it willingly. Nay , 
which is more, it brings Man to the Know- 
ledg of himſelf, and of God, who, for his 
Love to Man, humbled himſelf. Beſides, 
It 15a very clear Mirror or gran Heme 1 
wherein he may diſtinguiſh Friends from 
Foes, and try whom he may fafely truſt. 
Reprove me then no more (Gentle Sir ) for 
my Poverty ; nor grieve your ſelf at that 
which brings with it more Comfort than 
Miſery. | 


Now ſir,cke of elde ye repzeued me 

And certes ſir, though none autonte 
Were in no boke ye gentils of honour _ 
Daine har men Guld an old wight ho- -- 
| nour &c. L 


Laſtly Sir, Whereas you deſpiſe me for 
mine Age ; If no Authority did enjoyn you, 
nor no Book inform you, that Age were to 
be reverenced, even your own Gentility' 
would exact this from you, and that inbred' 
Civility which Nature hath planted in you. 
When you fee an Old Man, for the Reve- 


Felice 
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rence you bear unto his Age, you ctepe him 
Father. Will you contemn me then, becauſe 
Tam like your Mother 2 Inthis reſpe&, 
yau ſhould rather cheriſh, than diſcourage 
me, honour, than diſparage me. 


Gray Hairs were once in reverence till now, 
Sowere deep Furrows in an Aged Brow, 


Believe it Sir, though * Gray Hairs be 
young mens Terrors, they .are old mens 
Treaſures; Though young mens Laughter, 
they are old mens honours. More Expert- 
ence is here ſhrouded , than Fair Looks, or 
Freſh Locks ever yet attained. 


® Caut Tuvenum SpeGra, Sennm Specula ; Fuvenum Ludie 
bria, Sennny Decora: Adag. 


Now there as ye ſain, that J am foule 
and olde 
Than dzede you not to bena cokewolde. 


Now whereas you ſtill caſt inmy Diſh, 
mine Age and Deformity 3 This you may 
uſe for an Antidote againſt Jealouſie. When 
you are abroad, you need not fear me'; 
Afﬀection1s grown ſo cold in me, it can work 

no ſtrong Eftects on my Phantaſie. Neither 
| will 
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will any one:defire much to court me;-for 
my Deformity. Decrepit Age and want of 
Beauty, are ſuffictent Guardians to preſerve 
Chaſhity. Sor as Age is ever attended;on 


by Honour, it is with more:Reverence lo+ 
ved thanluſted after. 


But natheles, ſin J know your delite 
I Gall fulfil your wozldly appetite. - 
Cheſe now ('qd the) one of theſe things 


To have me foule andolde, tilthat J. 


Py 

And be to you a trewe humble wife. 
Ind neuer you dilpleaſe in all my life 
ND: els wol you haue me yong and faire 
And take your aduenturllt of the repatre 
hg” 7 come to your houle, becauſe 

of me | 
O1 in ſome other place, may vwell be ? 


But go too Sir; I fee theſe pleas will 
hardly pleaſe. The Bride that lyes by you 
mult be beautiful or ſhe will not content 
you. Beauty is a dainty Pearl in your eye. 
Well; you ſhall have your defire : There 
1s nothing that may delight you , wherein 
I will not fatisfie you, if it be in my power 


to 
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to grant you. Go to then, I will offer to 
your.choice. two things, wherein pleaſe 
your ſelf, and you ſhall pleaſe me who am 
your ſecond ſelf. Firſt is, whether you will 
have meaged and deformed as I now am ; 
and ſo find me an humble, loving, and affa- 
ble Wife, unwilling todiſpleaſe you, ready - 
at bed and board to be diſpoſed by you, in 
all reſpeCts conformable unto you. Or elle, 
you will haveme young and fair, and ſub- 
je& your ſelf ro the hazards of beauty. For 
well you know, that as youth is ſooner 
tempted, ſo is beauty ſooneſt tainted. [ 
cannot avoid it but I muſt have Suitors to 
court me, Servants to comfort me ,, dainty 


Didappers to vifit me. Your houſe muſt 
be alwayes open to Strangers, mine arms to 
embraces, my perfum'd Lips to youthful 
Kiſſes. 
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Pow er your ſeluen whether that you 
tzet | 

This Knight auiſeth him, and ſoze ſiketh 

But at the laſt, he (aid in manere ; 

My lady and my loue,and wife ſo dere 

J put me tn your wiſe gouernaunce = 

Cheſeth your ſelf, which may be moze 
pleaſunce L 

Ind moſt honour to you and ine alſo - 

I do no fozce whether of the two — 


The world 1s well amended 3 Now when 
it i81n his choyce, he ſtands indifferent for 
her Change. Yet could he find in his heart 
that ſhe Pad Beauty, ſo none might ſhare 
with him in her Beauty. But Jealouhe. is 
ſuch a dangerous Malady, as to prevent all 
. occaſion, he will content himſelf with her- 
Deformity, rather than become ſubject to 
ſo cureleſs an Infirmity. Firſt therefore he 
here adviſcth, then figheth, laſtly thus con- 
cludeth : Albeit, Dear Wife, you may tma- 
gine what Comfort it would be to me to'en- 
Joy a Beautiful Bed-fellow 3 one whoſe out- 
. ward Parts might make her honoured 
where-ever ſhe reſorted ; and whoſe fweet 
Society might allay my Diſtaſts, and im- 
prove 
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prove my Comforts whenſoever occaſioned; 
yet ſhall not you find me ſo drenched or- 
drowned -in ſenſual Delights, as to prefer 
mine own Appetite before the Light of 
Reaſon. I underſtand by your grave arid 
diſcreet Arguments,that you are wiſe,which 
Is to be incomparably valued above all out- 
ward Beauty. Make choyce then of what 
may ſeem beſt in your own Diſcretion ; I 
will in no wiſe give way tomy own blind 
Aﬀection 3 which of theſe two ſoever tnay 
tender you moſt Pleaſure and Honour,chuſe 
it, and fo diſpuſe of me and it, as your Ho- 
nour may be moſt advanced by it. Tſhall 
hold my felf content whether of theſe two 


you accept. 


Fo2 as you liketh, it ſuffiſeth me. 
Than vane A got of you the inallrie 
ous inaychele, and gouerne as my 


1 
Pe __ wife (qdhe ) J holdit fo2 the 


Kiſſe me (qd ſhe) we be no lenger w2othe 
Foz by mytrueth, Þ woll be to you 
bothe &c. | 


Now 


WL 
' Now what fhe fo long aim'd at, ſhe has 
got 3 her ow Wil; and therein, which may 

eem more ſtrange, his Happineſs. You have 


=_ me,' faith ſhe, the Maſtery 5 which 
ſhall be ſuch a Government, as it ſhall not 
have the leaſt taſt of Tyranny. This you 
have done fo freely, as'it injoins my Uſage 
q to be friendly. Goto Sir 3 You ſhall hence 
find what Benefit an obedicnt and obſervant 
Husband way reap by. reſigning his Will to 
the. Will ofhis Wife: You ſtood doubtful 
J at firſt, whether of thoſe two Offers which I 
made. you, were to be accepted by you 3 
That is, whether you would have me conti- 
nue as Iam,Aged and Deformed, but with- 
al Conſtant, Continent, and to your Com- 
mand Obedient ; Or Young and Beautiful, 
but withal Youthful, and in danger to be- 
come Incontinent. But now T1ſhall take 
from you all Occaſion of Doubting, and 
make you happy in your AﬀeCtion. . For I 
wul be to you - both Young and Beautiful 3 
and withal fo conſtant in my Love, ſo Con- 
tinent in my Deſires, ſo Mederate in my 
Delights, ſo Temperate in my Reſolves, ſo 
Diſcreet in my Directions, fo Vertuoutly 
Gocd and Craciovs in all my Actions,as ren 
it {ball 
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ſhall find your Happineſs fully Crowned in 
enjoying me. Nor will I feed your Hopes 
with any long Delay; For by the next 
Morning, ſhall my Beauty be ſuch, as no 
Lady from Eaſt to Weſt may o_ with . 

i{pole as 


me 3 whereof, with my Life, 
may beſt pleaſe you. 


Ind lo they llepte till it was mozow 
grate | ; 
Indthanthe ſaid, whan it was daie - 
Calt vp the courteine, and loke howlit ts, 
Ind when this knight ſaw all this 
Thatlhe ſo faire was and lo yong therto 
Foz joy he hent yer inhigsarmes two. 


Howſoever it be faid, that they both 
ſlept 3 It is probably to be doubted, whe- 
ther he, at leaſt, ſlept or no. Such a long- 
ing deſire he had to ſee this approaching 
Hour of her Tranſmutation. But when this 
happy Hour was approached, A4rroraher 
burniſh'd Beams diſperſed, and the Cur- 
tain drawn aſide, by which this Brides 
Beauty might be diſcerned ; it is not to be 
imagined how ſtrangely this over-joyed 
Bridegroom was intranced. Straight-waies [| 
he inwreaths her in his Arms, looks Babies 

in 


in her Eyes and as one embathed in Bliſs, 
a thouſand times a row he kifſeth her, meer- 
ly tranſported with joy for the Beauty he 
aw in her. 


Thus did they ſurfet it in midſt of Plenty, 
Tens Kiffes ſhort as one, one long as Twenty, 


To treat farther of it, I will not 3 Mo- 
deſty would have this Subjett enſkreened, 
8& left to the Imagination to conceive it. Let 
it fuffice, that as her Beauty could not chuſe 
but give him Content, ſo was fhe to him 
conſtant and obedient - In which mutual 
 AﬀeGtion; ſeconded with perfect Joy, free 
pop Jar, they continued till their Lives 
ended. 


—— Ind Jeſu Chiſt us ſende 
Dufbondes meke., yong, and freſh a bedde 
Ind grace to ouertive hem that we wed. 
Ind 'J p2ay to God) to ozt her liues 
That will not be gouerned by her wiues 
And olde and angry nigardes of diſrence 
God ſend hem lone a very peltilence. 


Here at laſt this good Old Wife of Bath 
ends her long Relation with a ſerious Sup- 
plication 3 By which ſhe ſhews that ſhe has 
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one Colt's Tooth yet left Neither :doth 
ſhe pray only for her ſelf; but for the while 
_ Congregation of her Sex : That they may 
have Husbands eek, to live with, "Tong, 
tolove with, .and Freſh, to lie with z That 
they may ever be their Survivors; That | 
ſuch Husbands may have ſhort Lives, who 
will not ſuffer their Wives to be Governors; 
And that a Peſtilence may light on all ſuch 
Huſbands and Niggardly Cot-queans | as 
cannot difpole of their own, but are Miſers. 
And fo ends ſhe her Story to make her Ay- 
dience merry. Thus then will we conclude 
our Comment, -and recount the Comical 
Paſſages of their Nuptial Content, woven 
up in theſe Verſes. CE 


The King's appeas d, the QueerTreſts ſatisf'd, 
The Bridegroom joyes int his new-formed Bride 
No Part 72 her appears roo Top to Toe . ;.,,_ 
But may give Nature thanks for making't.ſo.5- 
Inward and Outward Graces joyutly meet, _ 
To make his Comfort in her more compleat ; 
Long did they live together in true Love, 
Fhile each with other in A [fect 707 ſtrove < 

<« Zay all Folk marry ſo that would live well, 
* Or let them tarry, and lead Apes in Hell. 
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An 
APPENDIX. 


Nv > Fer fachth time as als Autor, up- 

We 01 the inſtancyo of, ſundry Perſons 

= \ol £ Quality, had. finiſh d. his 

\ WF Comments #poz: . theſe. Two 

20 Tales; the Peruſal of them be- 
got that Tnfluence over the clear and weighty 

Judgments of the 'Strieſt and Rigideſt Cen- 

ſors 3, as their high Approvement of thean in- 

duced their Importunity to the Author to 22 oz 

with the reſt, as he had ſucceſifully done with 

theſe Two' firſt « Ingenuouſly proteſting, that 

they 


+. 
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they had not read any Subje@& diſcourſing by 
way of Tlluſtration, and running Deſcant on 
fach Lightyhut Harmleſs F ancies, more hand- 
ſomly couched , nor modeſily ſhadowed, All 
which, though argently preſi'd, could make ng 
TImtpreſſion on the Author : For his Definite 
Anſwer was this : © That his Age, without 
« any Appellant, might render his Apology 3 
© and priviledge hize from Commenting 02 
© Conceptiwons (were they never ſo pregnant ) 
© being interveined with Levity, Saying 
<Of ſuch light Toyes Hee'd t#n a long 
«& Adew 3 | 


« Nor did He mean his Knowledge to 
© renew. 


© Nezther cold he entertain a y ſich thought 
& of by rs 7n theſe, being F a, fi 
#n the 


* 2:ijþ a in bis Blooming Tears 5 awhet 
© Heat of Conceipt, more than the Depth of 1n- 
©& telleF difGated to his Pen, The Remainder 
* of his Hours henceforth was to number his 
*Dajes- But if Alon's Herb ſhould revive 
 hine, and ſtore hin with a new Plumage, he 
© was perſuaded that his Touthful Genius 
© conld not beſtow his Endeavonr on any Au- 
< thor - 


Wet 1 


» : 
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©thor with zzore Pleaſure: nor Complacency to 


<« Fancy, than the Illuſtrations of Chaucer. 
Amidſt this Diſcourſe, a Critick ſtepping 
7n, objeded ont of the Qnickneſs of his Cen- 
ſure, much like that Phantaſtical Madam, who 
drew Rapſodies from her Carpet, that he 
could allow well of Chaucer, if h:zs Language 
ere. Better. Whereto the Author of theſe 
Commentaries return'd him this Anſwer < 
«© $7r, It appears, you prefer Speech before the 
* Head-piece ; Language before Invention ; 
© whereas Weight of Judgneent has ever given 
* Invention Priority before Language. And 
© zot to leave you diſſatisfied, As the Time 
© wherein theſe Tales were writ, rendered 
& him incapable of the one 5 So his Progr 
&« of Fancy approv'd him incomparable for the 
© other. Which Anſwer ſtill d this Cenſor, 
and Juſſi the Author ; leaving New-holme 
to atteſt his Deſerts ; his Works to perpetuate 
his Honour. 
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